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CHAP. I. 


1 HAD waited but a ſhort time when Lady, 
Juliet Arundel made made her. appear? 
ance, when with a ſmile of enchanting neee 


22 — 2 


neſs ſhe took my hand, ſaying, that from her 


brother's high encomiums ſhe promiſed here 
ſell much pleaſure in my friendſhip, that na- 
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2 THE RUINS OF 

able; and only lamented her ability was too 
circumſcribed to teſtify as ſhe wiſhed the ſin- 
cerity of her aſſurance. EET” 


This generous reception of one ſhe con- 


ceived a dependant on her bounty, gave me 


at once a true idea of the dignity of her mind, 


and melted me to tears of reſpectful gratitude, 


and ſo great was my emotion, that with diffi- 
culty I uttered ſome incoherent acknowledg- 
ments for the kiud condeſcenſion with which 
ſhe honored me, and aſſured het, to deſerve 
her approbation would be * 3 and 
and ambition. | 


18 £ | he firſt ceremony over, her amiable free- 
8 dem and the natural openneſs of my diſpo- 
| ſition, made us as well e as if friends 


i 1 ſeries of n 
| F 5F 0¹¹ i 

Next eint 10 was W to Lady 
5 St. Clair, but how different her demeariGur 
| and” my feelings! She entered with a half 
* Evurteſy, and viewing me with a proud o- 
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veſtigating look, demanded if I had ever ap- 


"retired, and modeſty early implanted i in. ng, 


A 3. Li! 
| _-.t 7 2% . 


peared in public? Suppoſed as I had been 
bred among opera, dancers and muſicians, I; 
could not be much troubled with mauvaiſe f L ; 
honte, nor affect timidity and reluctance in 
performing in her concerts, Lord St. Chair i- 
formed her I had a tolerable voice and finger, 
ſhe ſhould therefore expect my attendance 
in the orcheſtra, and, if I pleaſed, it might 
be made more beneficial to me than being 
femme de chambre to Lady Juliet. 
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| Whither, good heaven, whites, or from, 
whom do I inherit pride ? ? or was it the con- 
ſequence her ſon had given me, which ſwelled. ö 
my heart to burſting? Hardly could I re- 4 
preſs the riſing indignation, or reply with that 1 
reſpect becoming me to St. Clair s mother. 1 
Shrinking from her diſdainful glances, wah. N kt g f 
as much humility as I Gould aſſume, 1 ured. 


pr 


ared in public, my education had been veep. | 1 dl 


breaſt as the ſhield of honor, and the 
B 2 ; 


4 THE RUINS OF 
of virtue: Regardleſs of my emotion, for 1 


could not reſtrain my tears; ſhe burſt into a 


| | 1cud unfeeling laugh, and quitted the room, 


faying, ſhe gave Lady Julia joy of her modeſt 
en and thanked her for the diverſion 


of che morning, as to ſee the protegte of an 


Litalian actreſs in heroics was as laughable and 


4 
I] 


( * 
\ x 

i 7x f 
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ludicrous as any burleſque ever repreſented 
on the boards of Drury. 

Humbled and wounded as were every feel- 
ing of my heart: by the ſatyrical taunts of 
Hay St. Clair, I felt ſoothed by the pitying 


| ſweetneſs and affability of her daughter, who, 


after her departure requeſted J would forget 


che treatment of her mother, whoſe haughty 
_ and commanding nature ever unaccuſtomed to 
the leaſt contradiction, could no: brook the 


8 ti fiteſt oppoſition to her will, which ſhe con- 


1 ituted a law to every one dependant on her 


power. More than recompenced by this 


| condeſcending explanation, I reſtrained every . 
; Sthrient, an having offered her the effu- 


= bos of my g gratitude for her kindneſs, ft her 


earneſt. 
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- earneſt entreaty related the circumſtances of Il 
my life, cloſing the hiſtory, by the previous 
deſire of St. Clair, at the period he ſaved me 1 
from the inhuman attempts of O' Connors and 5 11 
his 950 * 12 „ S 2% 1 
| 1 

I may be bl repeating the e 1 
ments ſhe laviſhed on ſeveral parts of my 
conduct, and her thanks for my confidence, þ 
which were hardly finiſhed when Lorq 8 
Clair entered her apartment, and on learMi 
the mutual ſentiments of approbation and 
growing friendſhip we profeſſed for each ober, 1 
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The Counteſs being engaged abroad} fir | 5 | 
the day, we dined in trio; harmony, friend- 
ſhip, and cheerful freedom reigned among us in 
and never had I ſeen St. Clair fo ſatisfis c 
and happy, never beheld him in ſuch a flo ) jy bo 
of ſpirits, or ſo — with thoſe andluit} i. i 
him. 5 +: mY 
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Towards evening Mr. Bothwel made his 
| appearance, he addreſſed me with a reſpect- 
ful and friendly politeneſs, yet ſtill my accuſ- 
tomed diſlike remained, and I felt a ſecret un- 
e aſineſs, an indeſcribable fear, on hearing that 
he was a dependant relation of Lady St. 
\ Chair's, in high favor, and had , in 
the houſe. 


F 1 ſoon perceived he was no 8 with 
n Juliet, for though he approached ber 
with a degree of veneration, ſhe always treated 
bim with the moſt chilling indifference, and 
tit ever he attempted to offer adulation, or be 
in the leaſt familiar, repulſed his preſumption 
with diſdain; to others her manner, though 
EE fometimes lofty and reſerved, was perfectly 
polite, and often condeſcending, her haughty 
aemeanour therefore to Mr. Bothwel rather 
iy ftrengthened than repreſſed my natural aver- 
1 ion, and, when alone with my St. Clair, I. 
[| hinted | my apprehenſions leſt by. anꝶ indirect 
or ſiniſter method he ſhould acquaint his mo- 
r, of our ent he fondly ſoothed 


my 
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my inquietude, and entreated I would: baniſh 


every fear on that occaſion, as he was too 


ſocure in the honor and friendſhip of Bothwel, 
but even were he unprincipled enough to be- 
tray his confidence, ſelf intereſt would teach 
him the prudence of ſecrecy, as he might be 
aſſured not even Lady St. Clair's power ſhould 
ſhield him from his reſentment, and diſgrace, 
15 not eee be his certain FS "= 


10 gol 


1 . tied wh his ee * 
my fears were grovfidlefs, xthoogh\inwardly: 1 
rejoiced that he was a ſtranger to our union, 
=_ $1 Eiteurnſtance TG. @. 
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with Lady Juket's protection, and enjoyed u 
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ſerenity beyond my expectation, our mutual! 
friendfnip ſeemed improved and heighitened 
by time and intimacy, and the amiable cou 


deſcenſien with which ſhe ſoothed me for be 


inflts J endured from her mother's hauteu. 
and inſolenee, raiſed her ſtill higher in my | 


eſtimation, and her brother's regard; indeed 


T.. *44 a ry 
11 3 


"THE RVUINS- OF 
her mind TE of an exalted turn, and-replete 
with every noble ſentiment, all her vans 
were heroic, and one would have ſuppoſed 
her ſuperior to the common weakneſſes of hu- 
manity, but that the ſecret ſigh which often 
reluctantly burſt from her boſom, revealed a 
ſomething ill at eaſe within.” Knowing a foul 
great and haughty as hers would have felt 
humiliation at ſuch a diſcovery, though I 
ſighed to offer the ſoft conſolation of friend- 
ſhip, I repreſſed the ws Je cher, oa 
ſorrow * en may : vm 
J 0171 
Her ee . rg me e was 1 
quently the topic of our private converſation, 
oſten ſhe lamented that the forms and opi- 
nions of the great world, the ideas and views 
of a noble family, and the conſequence and 
dignity of her illuſtrious anceſtors, could no 
no caſier terms be gratified and ſupported 
than by the ruin of a brother's. hopes and 


8 


1 . + happinefs, and the peace of a doſerving young 
i creature, adorned, as ſhe partially ſaid, with 


every natural and acquired grace in mind aba 
| * erſon 
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perſon: The felicity of both was dear, yet 


ſtill the pride of birth predominated, and ſhe 
wiſhed her brother to conquer a paſſion ſo 
derogatory to his rank, and fatal to his for- 
tune, and me to forget that I ever loved, ever 


had been loved by the too charming St. Clair. 


Her kindneſs, generoſity, and candour often 
gave me the ſting of ſelf reproach, for a con- 
cealment which ſunk me ſo far beneath her, 
but circumſtances compelled me to ſilence, 
and my only refuge was in tears, which ſhe 
imputing to ſome harſh expreſſion of her own, 
would kindly wipe them from my checks, and 


endeavour to ſoothe mg to compoſure hy half 


before. 15 TD 


0d =. 


unſaying all ſhe had f3 


Lord St. Clair and 1 were very ecireuss- | 


ſpect, and almoſt diſtant even when with her, 


but in the preſence of his mother he aſſumed 
an air of eaſy indifference, and when he did 


addreſs me, ſpoke with an hauteur not much 
inferior to her own; by theſe precautions we 


oped to avoid every ſhade e and 1 
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1 at leaſt ſecure the protection of her roof un- 7 
dt time allowed a free avowal of our union, t 
without much injuring his intereſt, or what t 


was ſtill more precious, the intereſt of his i 
young Athwold, and Ethelinde; for he was 1 
of opinion, that an indigent nobleman re- y 
quired more virtue and juſt pride to preſerve d 
his honor unimpeached, and his principles 17 
- untainted, than any other character in life, e 
becauſe more open to che ſeducing offers of 11 
powe i to baſely barter freedom of opinion 1 
and action, for wealth to ſupport the Pride 1 
al 8 and gratify ambition. an” 
3 85 a) 


1 1240 The Halen now emis that lady St. Clair 
__ her family, wear of the polite hurry of 
MF faſhion, and faſhionable amuſements, quitted 
| | town for the beautiful retirement of Arundel 
Abbey, where nature and art ſeemed to diſ- 
play their varied powers, and content which 


> Mould rendered it moſt delightful, 


i 


9 in the * woods, * 
by all, I hung enraptured on the dear arm of 


- $** 5 
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my St. Clair, and liſtened to the muſie of 10 
tender whiſpers until forgetful of every uneaſy 
thought, we have fancied ourſelves wander- ; 
ing like the firſt bleſt pair while ſtrangers | 
to. offence in Paradiſe ; with what delight he 
would pourtray the ſcenes of bliſs, when thoſe | 
dear antique ſhades ſhould be our own, when 

rich in ourſelves, in the enjoyment of every 
elegant domeſtic pleaſure, even the tenantry 2 
inſtead of proud reſtraint, galling bondage. 
and the oppreſſion of hard hearted overbear- 
ing ſtewards, ſhould look up with peace, con- 
tent and gratitude, and bleſs us as their friends 
and benefactors. 
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We had, one beautiful ſerene evening, to- 
tally occupied with our ſubject, and inſenſible 
of diſtance, ſauntered beyond our accuſtomed 

limits, when feeling myſelf a little fatigued, 
we retired to one * the ruſtic temples, which 
were ſcattered with pleaſing irregularity thro? 
the extenſive park; ſeating ourſelves on a © I 
ſofa, I indulged a ſoftneſs fleahng over me, - U | 
well ſuited to the ſilent evening hour, and »N 
omni B 6 reclined 1 1 


1 
5 
of 


8 
12 THE RUINS OF 
reelined on the boſom of St. Clair, while he 
impreſſed the tendereſt kiſſes of innocence on 
my lips, we were alarmed by a noiſe from a 
receſs behind, we looked round and beheld 
his enraged mother burſt like a fury from her 
concealment : More appalled than' if the 
vivid lightning's flaſh had deſcended with ter- 
rific glare, motionleſs we remained; for a 
moment paſſion ſuſpended her power of ut- 
terance, though not of action, for ſhe aimed 
a blow which had laid me ſenſeleſs at her feet 
but that my huſband's arm ſhielded me from 
her vengeance. © Retire, Madam,” cried 
he with a voice reſpectful yet determined, 
« retire, nor force me to forget the reverence 
 T owe my mother, for I will defend this an- 
gel girl with life from the vindictive rage of 
cruel power that would oppreſs her helpleſs 
innocence,” Though quivering with paſſion, 
ne aſſumed the moſt perfect calmneſs, and 
. demanded his intentions. * To ſupport the 
_  Gignity of man,” replied he, © and never to 
diſhonor the illuſtrious name of St. Clair.” 
Vile diſſembler! Wretched equivocator!“ 
"5 2270) FM 6 reſumed 
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reſumed her Ladyſhip, with cold diſdain, tas 


far beneath my pity or my care as that loſt 


thing you call an ange! is beneath my ven- 


geance, I leave you to that fate. your own 


meanneſs and my power devote you.“ Turn- 
ing then to me with ſcornful malignity, ſne 
commanded that I might quit the . 


next morning, and left the temple. 


St. Clair ſupported my trembling feet 
home, conjuring me by all the love I bore 
him to be compoſed, and depend on his ho- 
nor, faith, and adoration for protection, pro- 
miſed to attend me next day, to town, and 


provide ſome happier aſylum, where his mo- 
ther could no more interrupt our tranquillity, 


and having by theſe aſſurances in ſome de- 


gree ſoothed my agitated ſpirits, we e | 


at _ n _ 


©. 
* _— 
0 * * 
— - 


| Nor finding 1a J aller in her apzireolikn 
I 1 repaited to my own chamber, to prepare 


for my departure, and having finithed' my 
ours ſeated myſelf penſively on the bed 
with until 
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until Lady Julice, defired 1 2 


predictive gloom overwhelmed my heart, and 
the bitter figh of melancholy burſt from my 
boſom in contemplating my future deſtiny ; 


bi thus loſt in painful reflection 1 remained till 


the a bbey clock ſtruck twelve, when ſur- 
E at receiving no meſſage from Lady 
juliet, I aroſe to ring the bell, but was pre- 
vented, for the room door ſlowly opened and 


Lady St. Clair entered attended by two men; 


my heart ſunk within me at her approach, 
and ſhuddeting from a.preſage of ſome name- 
leſs evil, I was haſtening from her pteſence, 
when ſhe ſeized my arm, and ſternly ordered 
me to attend her: Reſiſtance is vain,” con- 
tinued ſhe, here I command, provoke not 
then my vengeance, but abey.” Alas! I 
had no power to contend, yet as if expecting 


ad, prolonged the time in ſupplicating mercy 


EA was unheeded—tor, on a ſignal, one man 
mei thruit a handkercheif in my mouth, to 


prevent me ſereaming, while the other for- 


cibly:bore me in his arms through a rangg of 


_ cloifters, and ſwiftly „„ 
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4 winding ſtair, left me in a gloomy damp 
ſtore chamber, with no other light than what 
a glimmering lamp emitted, placed on the 
humid ground. 


EY Ab 77 


Struck with horror and amazement, all my 
ſenſes became confuſed, remembrance g grew 
imperfect, and believing myſelf on the brink 
of diſtraction, ere reaſon entirely forſook me, 
I ſunk on my knees and implored the bleſ- 
ſing and protection of a gracious Providence ; 
for my St. Clair and infants, and then lying” E 
my wretched head upon the cold tone, 
calmly reſigned myſelf to the fad lingering 
fare to which I thought the relentleſs Lady 
St. Clair devoted '. on . 
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Haw long I | le in = 3 I ha 
not, but the lamp had expired, all was in 
volved in horrid darkneſs, and I felt much 8 
enfeebled, when a low creaking noiſe in- 
ducing me to look round, to my tranſported Ie 
, light appeared my beloved St. Clair; Fwould © 
en Tulhed into hin open e, weak 
and 
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and exhauſted I could only claſp his Bata 


and by filent tears demonſtrate the ecſtacy I 
felt at his preſence ; ; but, ah! how altered was 
his noble countenance! his eyes were fad and 


heavy, his cheeks pale, his hair deranged, and 
his whole appearance exhibiting a melancholy 
portrait of ſorrow and dejection. Kneeling 


by me he laid his beloved head on my 905 


fom, and when a ſhower of friendly tears had 
a little relieved his burſting heart, and given 
him power to reſpire, in a voice ſadly tender 


interrupted by heavy ſighs, he told me, that 
my ſudden and myſterious diſappearance, 


with the dark hints of his cruel mother, had 
fo diſtracted him with fears for my ſafety, that 
to bE aſſured and convinced I was in being, 


he had conſented, and folemnly promiſed to 


leave Britain for one year, and that in return 
for his compliance with that command, ſhe 


E - Had ſacredly pledged her word not only to re- 


frain from violence, but to contribute all in 


her power to place me in an eaſy honorable 


ſituation: Then, Oh! my Ethelinde; my 


—_ thou deareſt treaſure of thy Athwold's 


ſoul, y 


* 4,» 


_ 8 
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ſoul, continued he, folding me in his trem- 
bling arms, © remember that on thy faith, thy 
love, and ſafety, depend the peace, and com- 
fort of my future days; cheriſn then exiſtence 
for my ſake, and infants, and ſnould my mo- 
ther (for I know her nature capable of daring 


deeds) ſhould ſhe; regardleſs of her promiſe, 
attempt either to terrify or perſuade: you ta, 
any purpoſe that would wreck our innocent 


enjoyments, Oh! be firm! be reſolute! rely 
upon my honor and affection, as my heart re- 
poſes upon yours: Through Bothwel we can 
correſpond ; ſuſpect not his ſincerity, fplead- 


__ qa r cauſe has almoſt loſt him my mothers 


fa ; | g f 5 J . 

\ 9 1 + # "—_— CO id , * 
* - * . 

6. ow * - 


I was unable to reply, could only weep, 
and preſs his hands to my agonized heart. 


«My treaſured love, added he, riſing to 
leave me, * ſuch is the pang I feel in leaving 
you, that were not our honor plighted to the 
worthy Menville, who leaves his quiet dwell- 
ing to attend my ſorrowing hours of exile, I 
would diſcloſe our union, but our little days 
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kings Erthelinde farewell, when I ave left 
the abbey you will be ſet at liberty.“ He 
then leſt me, but looking back beheld me 
pale, trembling, and ſinking to the earth, and 
again threw himſelf at my feet, and preſſed 
me to his throbbing breaft. A voice at that 
moment without the door deſiring him to 
attend the Counteſs, made us ſtart, when 
forcing himſelf from the feeble reſtraint of my 
entirchng arms he ſtaggered in em Jeſs 
18 eden er = 10¹ \ * ; 
- OW! death whark 18 thy FR ahem * 
the laſt weakened tie of parting nature? Sure 
it wrung the ſouls of Athwold and Ethelinde 
in that anguiſned moment, and all yy" dread- 
oy — is over. | 


—_— 


__— — ahh "_ CY 
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CHAP. II. 


EARLY reduced to a ſtate af infenſde | 
bility on my St. Clair's departure, 1 was * 
d of half my complicated miſery, 
and muſt have continued many hours in that 
pitiable condition, when the door of my pri- 
ſon opened, and Lady St. Clair, wich miſchief 
ſcouling on her diſdainful brow, came for- 
ward; I cloſed my eyes on her approach, if 
poſſible to learn her pleaſure without be- 
holding the inhuman cauſe of all my ſuffer- 
ings, and in faint accents entreated ſhe would 
order my removal, that I might breathe out 
my weary exiſtence in peace, and. in a place 

more ſuited to my enfecbled ſtate, . 
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« Let the rigor,” returned Be, with 
which you have been treated, teach you the arms 
danger of preſumption, and what I dare to 
do when ſeriouſly offended: Lord St. Clair why 

| has returned to duty, and though my plans purc 
preclude every probability of your ever — | 
ing more, I will ſecure my views beyond a 
poſſibility of being difappointed. If, then, 
you have a wiſh for liberty, or a defire of life, 
ſwear,” cried ſhe in a voice ſcarcely human, 
and producing the ſacred volume, * ſwear by 
all your hopes of everlaſting peace never to 
wed with Athwold, Earl of St. Clair; a re- 
| 5 fuſal to my propoſition dooms you to horrors 
unimagined, to evils never felt before; quick 
l's . then obey.” Here ſhe ceaſed, and appeared 
1; to wait my anſwer, with a terrifying impa- 
tience. | ' 


What horrors had a wretch like me- to 
dread What joy had life? ? Whar comfort 
üÜberty? Torn from the kindly boſom of my 
©  hwſhand, no roof to ſhelter, nor no friend to 


Woch me, death was a refuge, within his icy | 
7 | arins 


arms every ſorrow would repoſe, all would 


be at peace, and tyranny diſturb no more ; 


why then, by an oath equivocal, deſcend to 
purchaſe the loathed burthen of exiſtence, 
throw myſelf upon a ſtormy world, and be 


expoſed to the malignant power of an inhu- 
man, proud, relentleſs woman? No—]I can 


greatly ſuffer and innocently die. 


Theſe reflections were interrupted by a 
repeated command to obey, and a firm re- 


jection of her offered terms hung on my lips, 


when the remembered words of Athwold, 
Cheriſh exiſtence for my ſake and infants,” 
vibrating on my ear, ſhook every reſolution, 
and all the wife, the mother, and the fond 
woman, triumphed; a tremor overcame me, 

I heſitated, reflected that St. Clair would ſuf- 
fer in my death, his children be neglected, 
perhaps loſt for ever Hope, heaven ſuſtain- 5 


ed my languid ſpirit, I reſpired more free, 


and took the ſacred volume from her hand: 2 

Good God! be not extreme to mark the weak ; 

nels of hu manity, I vowed to never wed St. 
Clair, 


t 
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22 THE RUINS OF | : 
Clair, and ſealed the promiſe on Up hallowed =o 


page. _ 
Malignant triumph ſparked in my perſe- I 
cutor's eyes, and with an exulting air ſhe of 
cried, © your ſenſe of piety and female honor of 
may be great, yet you will thank me for pla- ow 
cing an inſurmountable barrier between them hin 
and temptation ; I promiſed Lord St. Clair "yy 
to provide you an eaſy and honorable ſitu- 58 
ation, me now retire to perform my engage Gif 
ment.“ loo 

| BY . 85 
She then left me bewildered and diſtreſſed, his 
at the dark ambiguity of her expreſſions; 47 _ 
fill my Athwold was the oracle to which my | Can 
thoughts referred, and {till his words, cc ſhe is gi 
capable of daring things,” impreſſed my mind 5 
tor 


with torturing conjectures; ſeveral hours 1 
. clapſed before ſhe re- appeared, when ſhe did | 70 
I was loſt in a ſad ſuſpenſive ſtupour, which 
1 ſoon yielded to the moſt gloomy horror, when 
1 28 beheld her en followed by Mr. 4 
= Bochwel, f nel 
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Bothwel, and a young man attired in the _ 
rica] | habir. 


- 1 looked wildly at each for an explanation 
ſhe of my fears, a dark confuſion fat on the brow 
| of Bothwel, and he ſeemed to ſhrink from 


3 my inquiring eye: Lady. St. Clair deſired 
em him to draw near, then turning to me, faid, 
EY with the moſt unfeeling ſcorn, © though con- 
. vinced, young woman, that you are the poor 
e- diſgraced, forſaken miſtreſs of St. Clair's 


looſer hours, this gentleman, my friend, 
. vouchſafes, at my requeſt, to honor you with 
FRE | / his proteftion, name, and hand, an oppor- 
. tunity is now offered to evince your repent= 


87 72 

ny | } ance, regain 4 loſt r eputation, and fix you eli- 
is Libly in the world; J will not inſult your un- 
d derſtanding with a ſuppoſition of refuſal, Doc- 


* N tor Butler,” addreſſing the divine, here is 
d pour licence, POTS your book and do TO 
** 7 office, 1 | 


-Dwlig. the: als! de Gabe an ier - 
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my languid heart ceaſed to 1 and every 
ſenſe receded: I fainted—and on recovering 


found myſelf reclined in the arms of Both- 
wel, Lady St. Clair ſtamping with impatient 
fury, and the clergyman concluding the ſo- 
lemn addreſs at the commencement of tha 
marriage ceremony. HT 


The God of perfect goodneſs. certainly, 
revived my ſpirits, and inſpired. me with 
more than human fortitude, for I raiſed my 
head from the falſe boſom: of an ever hated 
wretch, and | in the name of St. Clair com- 


>=. minded him to releaſe me from his deteſted 


hold. Conſcience ſtruck, his arms fell nerve- 
lefs, and, though feeble, I aroſe, and with 


firmneſs told the prieſt athis peril to proceed; 
that I was under age, and had no power to 


diſpoſe of myſelf, but granting I had, with 
ſatisfaction would encounter torture, death, 


and deſtruction, ſooner than unite myſelf to 


an unprincipled wretch, who, regardleſs of all 


the common duties of humanity, forgetful 
of the ſacred ties of friendſhip, had annoſed, 


upon 


RT 


| _ 2 -- I , 


_— 25 


ſting your haughty foul to madneſs; I am M 
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upon the generous ſoul that never knew diſ- 
ſimulation, nor ſuſpected it in another, that 
honored him with the name of friend, che- 
riſhed him in his boſom, and loved him as a 

brother: This is the man that deſigns an offer 
of protection, and a name; but let the ſerpent 
learn I ſcorn his art, as much as I defy his 
venom, his hypocriſy can never harm me.— 
For you, Madam,” turning to Lady St. Clair 
with equal firmneſs, “ you that would meanly 
take advantage of my unprotected condition, 
to precipitate me into infamy, ruin, and re- 
proach, may yet be taught, that great and 1 
powerful as you are, even in this ſad humili- 
ating moment I riſe your ſuperior, and could 


no wanton, Madam, bur in the ſweet ſecurity. 
of conſcious innocence and the care of hea- 
ven, ſmile at your utmoſt malice, and ex- 
tremeſt power.“ 5 7 


„ d 


The perfidious ſoul of Bothwel ſcemed to 
ſhake within him, he retreated a few paces 
in guilty confuſion, and offered not a word iin | 

vol. 11, . vindicatin 
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vindication of his conduct. The clergyman 

ſtood mute, nor attempted to reſume his of- 
fice, notwithſtanding her Ladyſhip's peremp- 
tory orders to proceed, when finding herſelf 
diſobeyed, and her purpoſes diſappointed, 
with more than tyger's rage ſhe ſtruck me 
violently on the face, and threatening peedy 
vengeance, retired, followed by her bale com- 
panions. 

When left alone, all my fortitude forſook 
me, all the bitterneſs of my deſtiny ruſhed 
upon my mind, and burſting into an agony of 
tears and ſighs, I yielded to all the horrors of 

1 deſpair: Exhauſted at laſt by the violence of 
my emotions, I threw my wretched frame 
upon the ground, and having reſpired a ſilent 
prayer for mercy on my parting ſpirit, re- 
fizned myſelf to a fate I conceived inevitable, 
when a heavy ſlumber reſembling the ſleep 
dt death, cloſing my eyes, for a time the world 
and wretchedneſs were alike forgotten. 


On 
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| On awaking I found mylelf much refreſhed Wi 

and even my ſpirits revived : Oh! how blind I 

and ungrateful is mortality; I murmured at WI 

the renovation, as only extending a tortured | [i 

exiſtence. i! 

I had aroſe from my lowly poſture, and 

traverſed my diſmal apartment ſeveral times, W 

when a ſoft footſtep interrupted the gloomy 

lence, and made me involuntarily haſten to 

the remoteſt corner of my dungeon; the 

ſound cealeds wil was dark, but a low breath 

convinced me ſomething approached, and my i | 

ſoul trembled from ſuſpenſive horror within | 

me, when a voice ſweet as a whiſpering ans x b 

gel's, tremulouſly cried, © Ethelinde, ariſe, | 

quick, thy friend is come to fave ther. H 
pleaſing were my ſenſations! how joyful my 
furpriſe, when on a ſmall lantern being turned 
round, I beheld my amiable Lady Juliet; an 
air of pity blended with terror appeared on 
her charming countenance, and her beaute- 

. ous frame ſhook with agitation. © My po © 

1 il fortuned friend,” ſaid ſhe, in the moſt des = 


C 2 jeted 


> g 
. 
"2 - 


- bracing me, ſhe pointed to a private path 12 
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jected tone, and throwing her arms around 
me, © my virtuous, perſecuted girl, in this 
lone hour of dreary night I ſteal to fave you, 
to give you liberty; fly then, beloved Ethe- 
linde, heaven guard and ſpeed you! To re- 
duce you to cruel horrid purpoſes the de- 
ſtruction of your innocence is deſigned; haſte 
then from this fatal ſpot, an hour's delay may 
prove your ruin; and, Oh! my friend, in fu- 
ture, as you value honor, and-woul preſerve 
your peace, ſhun, and truſt no more the baſe 


deceiving Bothwel, he is the qſecret ſerpent 


that betrays you and the dear St, Clair, to 


whom depend I will relate your ſufferings — 


1 2” 
now angels guide you. 


» The generous creature then gave me her 


purſe, and deſiring me to acquaint her of my 
retreat, through an old ſervant, to whom ſhe 
directed me in London, trembling as ſhe was 
with various terrors, conducted me along a 


| ſecret arcade, which led to one of the out- 


ward paſſages of the abbey, when again em- 


the 
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the boſom of an adjacent wood, and ſwift as 


lig 1tning . 


The tranfition, from cloſe confinement to 
freedom and the open air, was fo ſudden and 
unexpected, that I believed it a dream, or the 
deluſion of my own brain, and as if rivetted 
tothe ſpot, might have remained until an alarm 


of my eſcape rendered the kind interpoſition 


of my preſerver of no avail; but hearing, or 
fancying I heard a confuſed murmur of voices 


recalled my wandering ideas, when ſenſible” 


of my perilous ſituation, I darted into the 
wood, and purſuing a beaten path, in leſs than 
an hour found myſelf on the borders of an ex- 
tenſive bleak common, which I kneW led to 


the great London road; thither then I haſten- 


ed, and fortunately 3 a waggon, hy a 
feigned tale of having been benighted going 
to the neighbouring town, eaſily prevailed 
on the driver to convey me there for a trifle, 


where I inftantly hired a poſt chaiſe, and, 
without diſcovery or Oey arrived i in Lon- 
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30 THE RUINS OF 
don, and with maternal rapture folded my 
little ſmiling angels to my boſom. 


At the houſe of Lady Juliet's ſervantT re- 
mained with my infants ſeveral days, as much 
to decide on ſome future plan of concealment 
us to refreſh my nearly exhauſted frame; but 
many ſchemes were rejected almoſt as ſoon 
as formed, from being attende 1 either with 
expence, difhculty, or danger. 


At length, having aſſumed the name of 
Barry, with no other guide than heaven, I ſet 
cout for the North of England, hoping in ſume 
ſecluded village in Weſtmorland to reſide, 
© unnoÞed and unknown, until it_pleaſed a 
| gracious providence, to reſtore me to the at- 


- tadtionate_ care of my huſband; and I was 
= Modine with my infants on my intended 
rout, When the accident happened which 
placed me in the honeſt Baſil's cottage, and 
happily led to an introduction to theſe ami- 
able ladies, who have honored me by their 
notice, and ſocthed the anxiety and languor 
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of my condition, by their attentive friend- 
ſhip. 


In the firſt weeks of my ſojourn at the cot- 


tage, I nne a letter to Lady Juliet, EX * 


preſſive of my gratitude aud regard, and in- 
forming her of my retreat and aſſumed name, 


and hoping her generous aſſiſtance to me in 


the hour of- danger had not involved or ex- 
poſed her to the diſpleaſure of her mother, 


and intreated to hear from her, and of her 


moſt amiable brother. 


This letter with proper directions I en- 


cloſed to her ſervant, and though many 
months have elapſed, ſtill no anſwer hs glad- 


dened my ſad preſaging heart, a heart, where 


all the feelings of a wife and friend are bleed 
ing, and that is wrung by terrors 5 unutterable. 


Thus, my amiable Friends, Cases 
Miſs Barry) I have developed the myſtery of 
my ſecluded ſituation; and if my conduct in 

he painful circumſtances of my perſecuted 


> *%., 
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So youth meets your approbation, and can ſe- 
1% cure me the diſtinction, the happineſs of your 
WI continued eſteem, it will diffuſe a ſweetneſs 
over my deſponding hours, and greatly ſoften 
the rigour of my deſtiny: And you, my Lord, 
who have honored, me with a preference 
which might gratify the moſt ambitious 
| heart, and reward the moſt diſtinguiſhed 
| worth, ſtill vouchſafe me your friendſhip, I 
will treaſure it as an offering for St. Clair, 
| whoſe mind, congenial with your own, will 
feel the on, and gratefully. acknow- 
edge it. 2535 


3 


- 


14 It may eaſily be conceived what ſenſations 
| - the intereſting narrative of the nominal Miſs 
| [ Barry excited in the ſenſible breaſts of her 

friends, who, to the warmeſt approbation of 
| | 5 her conduct added the kindeſt aſſurances of 
i i [ A and increaſing . 


0 | 
i= Lined Avondale doi her as a being : 
| ſuperior to the human race, and contemplated . 
her excellence with a degree of adoration, and _ 

1 I though 28 d b 
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though he generouſly refrained from de- 
claring his intention, reſolved to procure in- 
telligence of the enviable St. Clair, and his. 
amiable ſiſter, which he knew would prove 
the ſweeteſt cordial to ſolace the drooping 
ſpirits of her he loved, with the moſt. dener 
and exalted paſſion, 


he] CHAP. III. 


HE relation of unhappy circumſtances: | 
A had fo painfully awakened the remem- Bf 
brance of Miſs Barry, that after a very early: 
repaſt ſhe paid the compliments of the even- 
ing to her friends and retired, but in vain: 
courted the mild influence of ſleep, - and. 
finding it utterly impoſſible to compoſe: - 
Er- agitated ſpirits, ' reſtleſs and uneafy- 
Cc | 
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ſhe left her bed; the taper ſtill glimmered 
faintly in her chamber, when placing it in the 
chimney, ſhe ſeated herſelf by the window, 
reſolving to paſs the ſolitary hour in con- 
templation. 


It was midnight; the moon was in her 
wane, and diffuſed a pale ſoftened light around; 
all nature lay huſhed in ſolemn ſilence; nos 
a found was heard, only the melancholy owl 
ſhricked diſmal from the dreary ruins of the 
Priory, and the widowed ring- dove poured 
out her plaintive murmur from the boſom of 


the gloomy grove. 


Ill calculated was the ſcene to inſpire a 
cheering thought: fhe felt ſtill more deprelF 
ed, and unable to endure the croud of pain- 
ful reflcctions which were ruſhing over her 


mind, ſhe aroſe from her ſeat, and taking the 
light in lier hand, opened the chambef door, 
in order to ſeck a book ſhe had left in a ſmall 
; 8 adjoining the gallery in which ſhe 


; + 
f 9 
{ 
N . Fa 7% 
b j Pas 
. W 
6 nl , * 
# x 
FS . >. * 
1 
+ 118! - $i. 
1 1 . 3 2 
ö — i 3 F< * 
N. » 47 ” 
. - 
j 
1 
f : 3 
o « 4 » 


ihe oon reached 1 it, but found the door 
; locked | 
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locked and was returning, when recollecting 


there was another entrance which opened on 
a different and more remote range of apart 
ments, thither ſhe haſtened, and had pig | 
through a magnificent arcade, and travel 
ſeveral long galleries, before ſhe diſcovered 


that ſhe had proceeded in a wrong direction, 


ſhe then felt a wiſh to return, but in the at- 1 
tempt ftill more bewildered herſelf in the | 
intricate paſſages leading to interior cham- 
bers; her taper was now nearly extinguiſhed, 
when looking around ſhe imagined an oppo- 
ſite gallery would lead” to her own apartment. 
In this idea ſhe quickened her ſteps, but to 
her diſappointment ſhe found herſelf in a 
ſpacious hall, round which were hung the 1 
portraits, large as life, of the Avondale I 4 
for many preceding generations. 0: 


"FS 


Her attention was Bo engaged, A 
ſhe had never before been in the place, and 


raiſing her taper in the focket, the: began, £ 
examine the paintings; the reflection that 
the great originals were ages d -W 
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356 THE RUINS OF 
q | to unconſcious duſt, threw her into a ſolemn 
frame of mind well ſuited to the ſilent ſcene, 


Here,“ ſaid ſhe in a low voice, while 


TAS 


| - gazing on them, © here ye hold undiſturbed 

ſ: poſſeſſion of theſe antique walls, while the 
| forgotten clay, once animated with virtuous | 
and with gallant ſpirits, hes cold within yon | 
| ' - mouldering ruins; here, when thoſe very 2 
[| - ruins ſinks to nothing, leaving not a wreck 
1 behind, you will « bloom in colours for a = I 
g: thouſand years,” [ 
| _ Here ſhe was proceeding in her ſoliloquy i 
when interrupted by the found of paſſing 1 
5 ſteps— ſhe ſtarted, would have ſought her r 
I chamber, but knew not how; her taper now I 
„ burned dim, and quivered in the ſocket; once 1 
more ſhe raiſed it, when the ſteps returning tl 
on her ear, unknowing what ſhe did, ſhe ſi 
- flew for ſhelter to the neareſt chamber, but al 
* in opening the door was violently repulſed; 1 
it was Cloſed by ſome unſeen force within, 2 
5 and a heavy bolt drawn acroſs, when ſhe dif- * bs. 
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tinctly heard a hollow ſigh, and the words, 


« Oh! God!—Oh! Lady Avondale!” pro- 
nounced. 


What ſhe had heard and ſeen in the Priory 
ruins and foreſt—all the vanous legends oc- 
curred—a tremor ſeized her—ſhe reclined: 
againſt the wall, gaſped for breath, and drop- 
ping the taper beheld its laſt ſparks expire; 
involved in total darkneſs, every terror now 
redoubled, and loud as her faintneſs would 
permit, ſhe ſhrieked and called, but in vain, 
for no one appeared, but at length, on turn- 
ing her head, ſhe perceived a faint ray of. 
light iſſuing from a half cloſed door, in a re- 
mote corner of the gallery; her ſpirits now. 


revived, when thinking ſome of the-domeſ-. 8 
ties might be up, that it was their ſteps, and 5 4 


them ſpeaking ſhe had heard; quick as pbſ-. 
{ible ſhe haſtened where the light W 


and ſoftly puſhing open the door, beheld - 


Eternal Providence! what might have ap- 
palled the moſt undaunted ſpirit. Motion 


leſs with nr a moment ſhe ſtood aghaſt, ; 0 1 
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38 THE RUINS OF 


when gathering a degree of frantic courace t 
from deſperation, ſhe ruſhed forward, but 
her ſtrength failing, ſhe graſped a hanging | 
bell, and ſunk lifeleſs on the floor; on the | 
dawn of returning reaſon ſhe found herſelf | 
ſurrounded by her friends, and ſervants be- 

longing to the caſtle, Lord Avondale ſup- 

ported her head, and while wringing her 

hands in agony, inquired the cauſe of her 

alarm, and how ſhe came to that remote un- 

inhabited apartment. Uninhabited!” re- 

| peated ſhe :aindy, © Oh! my Lord, be not 

- deluded, the form I ſaw —” „Spare me, 

Fi ſpare me,” interrupted his Lordſhip, i in tre- 
muldus accents, © ſpare me, I conjure, whirl 
not my brain to madneſs, too well I know a 
reaeſtleſs ſpirit hovers round this ancient fabric, 
doo well I feel—Oh! my lamented aunt.” 


8 
Fa , x ? . 


While they ſpoke heavy ſighs pierced their 
ears — they ceaſed — liſtened in trembling 
Hilence, and ſoon a violent craſh was heard, 


I when turning their eyes to where the noiſe 4 
| _—_— 88 they bcheld the * riſe, and 
3 „the 
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the majeſtic figure of a lovely youth appear; 
Lord Avondale had a faint remembrance of 
his uncle, the form recalled him to his view, 
and with aweful reverence he bowed to the 
unquiet ſpirit ; amazement mingled with hor- 
ror rendered Mrs. Fitzaubin and her ſiſter 
motionleſs and filent, the terrified domeſtics 
had fled when the figure appeared, and Miſs 
Barry continued to gaze on it with a ſolemn 


indeſcribable delight, while Lord Avondale 


with the courage of innocence, deſired to 
know the cauſe of its unquiet reſt. 


ce Sacred ſhade of a regretted man,” ſaid 
he firmly, © diſcloſe the purpoſe of theſe 
awful viſits, and direct me to redreſs thy 


wrongs * Juſtice! returned a hollow voice, 


« :uftice! juſtice! juſtice! for a wronged un- 


n retreated, the ta- li 1 
peſtry fell, and again the ſighs and heavy Ji 


farewell” The figure 
cruſn were heard, waen Lord Avondale pe- 


trified with horror and conſternation, . 
ed Miſs Barry in his trembling arms fem 


thet long delolated chamber, ERGO hy; the 1 
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40 THE RUINS OF 


wondering Mrs. Fitzaubin and her agitated 
ſiſter. 


The horrors of the preceding hour, and the 


approach of morning, determined them not 
to return to bed; tea and coffee were order- 
ed, yet ſilent and cheerleſs was the repaſt, for 
each fully occupied in their own bewildered 


conjectures attempted not to interrupt Lord 
Avondale, who appeared loſt in ruminating 
 fadneſs; comment could only embarraſs, it 


was therefore reſtrained in the preſence of his 


Lordſhip, and, if poſſible to divert his reflec- 
tions, they aſſumed compoſure, and appointed 


next day for their return to the borders of the 


_ foreſt. 


The hour of their departure arrived, and 


his Lordſhip having ordered the coach, at- 
tended the ladies and children to their own 
little manſion; his melancholy was by no 
means diminiſhed by a ſeparation from the 
lovely Ethelinde, he bade her farewell with _ 
2 an emotion he could neither repreſs nor con- = 
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ceal, and having thanked her and her friends 


for the honor of their viſit, and the happieſt 


hours he had ever known, took a reſpectful 


leave, and diſconſolately returned to- the 


caſtle to await the arrival of his father and 


family. 


It happened the day after their return, that 


Mrs. Fitzaubin propoſed a ramble in the fo- 
reſt; Marcella conſented, but Miſs Barry de- 
clining it on account of a ſlight indiſpoſition, 
after their departure ſeated herſelf penſively 
by the garden door, to enjoy the pleaſant 


evening breeze, and a diſtant view of her fa 


vor ite ruins. 


She © Hadindulged a train of ſadly pleaſed 
remembrance, until a ſoftened melancholy 
ſtole imperceptibly over her mind, when ta- 
king the treaſured portrait of St. Clair, which. 
had never left the kindly ſhelter. of her bo- 
ſom, ſhe preſſed i it to her lips, and was fondly 
addreſſing the unconſcious ſhade, when the 


: entrance of a ſtranger at the thicket- gate jn- : 
dure 
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duced her to look up, and with horror inex- 
preſſible ſhe beheld. Mr. O'Connor Again 


ſhe looked, when too well ſatisficd it was in- 


deed the fame, uttering a fearful ſcream, ſhe 
ruſhed paſt him with incredible {wiftnefs, nor 


once ſtopped until ſhe had reached the Priory 


Ruins; there ſhe breathed, but ſuppoſing 


from the ſound of approaching feet that ſhe 
was purſued, fled to the monument, when ex- 
hauſted by terror, conſternation, and fatigue, 
ſinking on her knees, ſhe raiſed her heart in 
ſilent ſupplication to heaven for preſcrvation. 


She had remained but a few minutes in this 
humble attitude, when a female figure walk- 


ing along the old cloiſters attracted her no- 
tice, it advanced towards the arch of the mo- 
nument, and ſhe aroſe to retire, but was pre: 
vented by the entrance of the figure to the 
4 receſs, who, after gazing, around, fixed her 
Wn * * her, ſhrieked, 2nd fled.. 


The ſpirits of Miſs mis: enfeebled wy 


+. before, now yielded to increaſing . 


weaknels 


3 
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| 


weakneſs, and having lately acquired a large 


portion of ſuperſtition, for a moment he 


debated whither the figure was human or ju- 
pernatural, when recollected circumſtances 


_ deciding for the latter opinion, an-unuſual 


dread overpowered her, and wanting courage 
to repals the cloiſters, ſhe clambered over 
the ſurrounding wall of the monument, and 
in a trepidation hardly ever experienced be- 
tore, haſtened on the way to Baſil's cottage ; 
fo very powerful was her prepoſſeſſion of hav- 
ing ſeen a viſion, and ſo unequal is the human 
mind to ſupport the idea of ſuch encounters, 
that in the reflection even the horror of Mr 
O'Connor's appearance was forgotten. 


In croſſing a meadow ſhe met Mrs. Fita- 


aubin and Marcella, who perceiving her 
pale and trembling, kindly inquired the cauſeq 
Burſting into tears, ſhe related the alarm oc. 
caſioned by Mr. O'Connor, and then, embel- - i 
liſhed by. the ſtrong colouring of a terror- Ii 


firuck fancy, deſcribed the viſion in the ruins. 


Pained and diſtreſſed at her condition, they 8 
- TOW - 
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— 


viewed her with a mild compaſſionating look, 90 
and intreated ſhe would be compoſed, as 1 
Mr. O'Connor muſt be a viſitor arrived at Cl 


the caſtle, and the friendſhip of Lord Avon- 
dale ſecure her from inſult, if it was again in- 


tended ; but it was moſt probable, and gene- En 
rous to believe, from Mr. O'Connor's con- 3 
fuſion and humility at the cloſe of their laſt 1 p 
interview, that his mind had been awakened 0 
to ſome ſenſe of honor, and would no more e 


attempt to moleſt her. 


They alſo endeavoured to impreſs her with. h 

an idea, that the appearance in the monument | 

was an illuſion of her fancy, influenced by n 

the extraordinary circumſtances at the caſtle; b 

for ſtrangers as they were to every ſpecies of ir 

|. ſup erſtition, they could not contradift the 0 
| * 15 - eſtub orn facts they had themſelves witneſſed, 
tough they believed it that trait of weakneſs 

. end almoſt in every nature, and ſtrength- N 

en, d in Miſs Barry's by ſufferings: * For h 

why, they reaſoned, © ſhould ſhe, innocent tl 


and unconcerned, be moleſted for the hidden 
| Kult o 
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k, guilt of a family, to which ſhe was a perfect 
as ranger, while thoſe connected, and perhaps 
at culpable, lived quiet and unreproved?“ 


n- Poor Miſs Barry meekly liſtened to their 
e- reaſoning, and without offering any oppo- 
n- ſition to their arguments, though her long 
ut þ perſecuted heart trembled for the conſequence 
ed of her firſt alarm, and was well convinced the 
re | ſccond was ſomething more than imagination. 
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| Being much nearer Baſil's cottage than the 
= houſe of Mrs. Fitzaubin, with the ſupport of 
nt | Marcella's arm ſhe repaired there for the 
by night, and Mrs. Fitzaubin, after kindly em- 
e; | bracing her, and requeſting her return early 
of in the morning, haſtened to attend the little 
he ones at home. 5 
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1s The ſoothing kindneſs of the attentind 5 £ 8 
h- Marcella, and a few hours refreſhing ſleeps . 8 4 
or had ſo good an effect on Miſs Barry's bi, 9 
nt that next morning ſhe was ſufficiently reco -- 
en vered to return to breakfaſt ; but what was 
n BR. ber 


% wy CANS 25 ee 
TH N * , 
© 8" F 2 geek . * "x44 
1 


22 


e 
r 
Sx 


n —5 
RY 
Mts 
EO tes * 
- IF OTE 


——— . ————————— 


46 " THE RUINS or 

her conſternation, on entering the parlour, to 
behold her friend ſeated at the repaſt, and in 
an eaſy familiar manner converſing with Mr. 
: O'Connor! Mute and immoveable ſhe ſtood, 
while Mrs. Fitzaubin without obſerving her 
aſtoniſhment, aroſe, and with a countenance 
beaming the moſt lively ſatisfaction, intro- 
duced him as her huſband! Notwithſtanding 


her increaſed confuſion, a happy preſence of 


mind enabled her to ſpare the feelings of a 
wite, and return his very embarraſſed com- 
zpliments, and having congratulated him on 


his ſafe arrival, behaved as if ſhe had never 


feen him. 


Mr. Fitzaubin during his reſidence at his 


uncle's, had contracted an intimacy with a 


certain ſet of faſhionable diſſipated young men, 
at the head of whom preſided the unprinci- 


pled Sir William Brandon; he, with-ſhame- 
leſs front avowed his crimes, as if they had 
been meritorious, and added luſtre to his cha- 
racter; but Fitzaubin, though young, gay, and 


fond of * ſhrunk from deeds his heart; 
55 deltec 
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refuſed to juſtify, and apprehenſive leſt by 
any means they ſhould reach the knowledge 


of a wife he loved, and whoſe approbation he 


really valued, when in the haunts of vice aſ- 
ſumed the name of O'Connor, and under that 
diſguiſe indulged tho berties to which the 
mind of youth is but prone, when once, 
it has diverged 1 {tri& pag of recti- 
tude. 


For Sir William Brandon he felt a ſenti- 
ment, which if ſupported by any ſimilarity, 
of thought or virtue, might in time have ri- 


pened into a degree of friendſhip ; he alſo 
knew him rich and powerful, and that his in- 
tereſt could greatly promote his expectations, 
and the Baronet being a perfect adept in all 
the varied arts of diſſimulation, and having a 
high opinion of his addreſs, ſeduced him by, 
promiſes, in hopes he would aſſiſt in his cri- 
minal deſigns on the lovely and unprotected 


Ethelinde. 
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Mr. Fitzaubin's diſappointments, through 
the perfidy and revenge of his couſin, had 
awakened his reflection to all the horrors of 
his deſtitute condition, and driven almoſt to 
deſperation, and deaf to the voice of honor, 
which ſtill pleaded p@#rfully within, he con- 
ſented to aſſiſt in th Projected plot for her 
deſtruction, which was prevented by her faith- 
ful attendant overhearing the arrangement, 
and acqainting Lord St. Clair with her dan- 


ger. 


- To drown obtruding thoughts (for it is 
long ere conſcience can be filenced in a heart 
not totally depraved) he plunged into a vor- 
tex of diffipation, which his abandoned com- 
panion ſupported and encouraged, to ſpirit 
up, (as he expreſſed it) his milky ſoul to deeds 
_ deſerving praiſe in the annals of love, intrigue 


and pleaſure. 


The Baronet being intirely deſtitute of a 
nicety and delicacy which ſome libertines 


»* | 


even obſerve in their amours, would have ſa- 


crifice&- 


if 

DS, 
IP 
EE 


AVONDALE PRIORY, 


crificed to another, that purity he wiſhed "4; 
much to deſtroy himſelf, to gratify the re- 


venge of diſappointed paſſion, in the even- 


ing that Miſs Barry ſo nobly defended herſelf _ 
againſt his baſe atte pts, and Mr, O'Connor 
being then much 
inflamed, and h i 
felt himſelf but · tod 
ruthleſs deſire «If William, and in one 
moment had deſolateds fair abodes of inno- 


dormant in his ſoul, 


cence, and plunged Nm ſelf i in endleſs i inextri- 


cable remorſe and horror, had not Lord St. 
Clair providentially arrived, and reſcued her 
he loved jor evils worle than death. 
$4 ow 
It may be objected * a man with con- 
duct ſo flagitious, and a heart ſo apparently 
depraved, ſhould rather encounter difficulty 


and want, than from a principle of goodneſs 18 1 
refuſe compliance with the improper wiſhes = 
Like other men, he had the - 
ſeeds of good and evil implanted i in his na: i 


of his couſin. 


ture, and though he ſuffered his ju 


cated, all his paſſions 


ell inclined to obey the 
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cumſtances already related, his heart revillied 
at the idea of caſting a blemiſh on his own 
family, and under the deception of returning 
duty, bring a relation, though far from kind, 
to reproach and ſorrgf, and to a certainty 
Plate the dagger of ii ig the pure boſom 
of a beloved wife; le 0 be conſidered, 
that however faulgeſs me pencil of partiality 
may delineate a favggite Maracte r, the pe- 
netrating eye of juſth e, in ſome ſecret re- 
ceſs of the ſoul, will diſcover human frailty, 
and fully prove, that perfection never yet 
delonged to the ſons and * of mor- 
„ 3 2 | 
_- I : 
In the iter Mrs. Fitzaubin felt on her 
| huſband's return, his embarraſſment, and Miſs 
_ Barry's confuſion, were equally unnoticed, 
bor "they eſcaped not the penetrating eye of 
 Mateelha, who perfectly 28 5 the cauſe, 
When alone with her brother, Hf a mild, yet 
ſerious manner, reprobated his umjuſtifiable 
conduct, and very ſenſibly bid him learn from 


| * dhe late circumſtances of his lift, that though 
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heaven, ever wiſe and juſt, ſometimes ſuſ. 
pends the puniſhment due to a crime, it is 4 
ſeldom remitted, unleſs ex piated by a ſincere 
and deep repentant Thus, continued 
ſhe, «© though oh rous St. Clair ſpared 
you, the rod oft n was placed in the 
hands of the Matilda Fitzaubin, 
who repaid you "for ongs you would 
have aſſiſted in ding N Barry, not with 
ſeven, a fo erity. “ 


Without atte -aipring; to deny the eee 
he liſtened to His ſiſter's Teproof wal patient 
humility, and fo far fra | 
deprecated his own, 5 
the gradual progreß of evil abs and the 
dangerous aſcendancy they were gaining over 
his mind, when the unde ſerved unexpected 
clemency of Lord St. Clair awakened long 


mity of his baſe attempts, made him th 7 
at US My enn erer 
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He then requeſted his ſiſter to hi with 
Her fair friend, and, if poſſible, prevail on her 
not to judge of the future from the paſt, and 
in kindneſs to the feeliggs of his wife, conceal 
his long repented offg es. s. Marcella aſſured 
him he had every thing to hope from the 
ſweetneſs and gener of 

poſition, if his future Acmeanour WG a 
| ſincerity of amendmhent.® After this expla- 
nation and aſſurancPihe felt a degree of ſe- 
renity to which his mind had been a ſtranger 
| ſince the appearance of Miſs Barry, the pre- 
; 1 : ceding evening, whom, he doubted not, was 
„ known to his wife and ſiſter, and would diſ- 
cover practices he fad renounced and re- 
gretted. 
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When Marcella leſt the penitent Fitzaubin, 
ſhe haſtened to the chamber of her friend, and 
having acquainted her with the diſcovery ſhe 
had made, and her brother's remorſe, entreat- 
ed ſhe would baniſh every uneaſy apprehen- 
ſion on his account, and accept his contri- 
tion as ſome expiation of his guilt. 


With 
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With a gentleneſs peculiar to the generous 
mind, ſhe begged her to aſſure him of her 
perfect forgiveneſs, and that the indignities 

offered by Mr. O'Connor, ſhould be forgot- 
ten, in reſpect for the virtues ſhe hoped to 
find in the huſband of Mrs. Fitzaubin ; -and, 

indeed ſo very unexCeptionable was his de- 
meanour 1n every point, that ſhe ſoon ceaſed 
to feel any reſtraint in his preſence, and en- 
coured the opinion ſhe had on their firſt ac- 
quaintance, that he poſſeſſed an innate good-' 


: . neſs of diſpoſition, though tainted hy ef 3 
: companions, and obſcured by a ann 

. levity. 

1, — 
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CHAP. IV. 


- 


RS. FITZAUBIN frequently cmbai- 
raſſed her huſband by relating Miſs 
Barry's alarm on the appearance of an imper- 
tinent lover, adding, now he was come, ſhe 
ceaſed to dread any future obtruſion, for bold 
and unprincipled as he was, he would not 
| have the temerjty to offer "Inſult where there 
was an arm to gve him merited chaſtiſement. 


"44. 


135 i. painful confuſion viſible in Mr. Fitz. 
eee on theſe occaſions, chough pected 


e. Miſs Barry to appear ſerious, andn re- 
_ queſt the ſubject might never be reſumed, as 


the believed the appearance of Mr. O' Con- 
5 Bach TY 
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nor, and the viſion in the monument, to be 
founded alike on reality; and as her friends 
were of opinion that aroſe from a diſturbed 
imagination, the recollection of ſuch weak 
neſs was certainly n and e 
her unde . | | 


She was 3 by Marcella, ſaying, 
that until the preſent converſation recalled it 
to remembrance, ſhe had forgotten to men- 


tion a circumſtance which would entirely era-. 


dicate the erroneous. notion of having ſeen a 


ſpirit in the ruins at leaſt, F 


It ſeems a footmian who had brought a card 


from Lord A vondale to Mrs. Fitzaubin, fay-" 
ing, the arrival of Lord and Lady Glenroy 


prevented him the happineſs of waiting on her 
for a few days, among other news informed 
the ſervant, with all the horror of ſuperſtici- , 
ous. fears, that Lady Glenroy at the l > 43 


of her gueſts; though with much relucanc 


had conſented to accompany them to.the ü- 
ſoleum of her late brother and ſiſter, but On: i 
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entering the receſs which led to it, the appa- 
rition of Lady Avondale ariſing ſlowly from 
the tomb, had ſo terrified her, that ſhrieking 
ſhe flew back, and fainted among her. friends, 
» was conveyed home in a ſtate of inſenſibility, 
from which ſhe did not recover till medical 
aid had been ummoned, 4nd even then con- 
| tinued fo ai.rmiingly ill, that the Doctor had 
Ids! been detained, and the whole family kept up 
during the night: Next morning ſhe became 
more compoſed, but declared no perſuaſion 
ſhould in future prevail on her to re-viſit the 
haunted ruins. | 3 
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; Very different was the determination of 
Miſs Barry, on hearing this relation, who, 
whether ſhe had'believed the female natural or 
ſupernatural, ſince that evening had never 
taken her evening walk; but now, though ſhe 
| \8 Coloured from a remembrance of her former 
1 pPrepoſſeſſion, felt a ſecret pleaſure in being 
able to reviſit the admired retreat without 
ſach uneaſy ſenſations, There ſhe could, in 

manche ſolitude, unſeen by all, contem- 

plate 


- 
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plate the idea of her beloved St. Clair for the 
anguiſh of ſuſpenſe and uncertainty, was no- 
become ſo inſupportable, that ſhe refolyed 
to ſolicit the aſſiſtance: of Lord Avondale to 
procure her ſome. ſarisfactory intelligence, or 
convey a letter prixatelÿ to Lady Juliet: 
From the noblenefs of his nature, and the diſ- 
intereſted generofity of his heart, which ſhe 
knew would .rejoice in contributing to her 
peace—ſhe promiſed herſelf much relief, and 
as the human mind when it either determines; 
to reſign, or by a ſpirited exertion endeavour: 
to ſurmount an evil, becomes more compoſed, ! 
her's acquired unuſual ſerenity, and ſhe wait-; 
ed for an interview with his Lordſhip, as for 
a circumſtance from which ſhe was to derive 
much conſolation. | 5 „ 
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This reſolution having been formed in het 
loved retirement of the monument, on ob 
ſerving the laſt rays of the ſetting ſang! ſhes * 
aroſe ſelf fatisfied, to return to her friends 
manſion, but in repaſſing the cloiſters a ſmall 3 

opening, under a rude broken arch, attradd = 
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ed her notice; that this ſecluded receſs was 
never perceived before, might be owing to 
te thick foliage which burſting through the 
ruins, almoſt obſcured it from the moſt pene- 
trating eye, but now that the leafy veil had 
yielded its beautiful luxuriance to the ſtrong 
autumnal blaſts, it became perfectly viſible. 


She haſtened to explore her new diſcovery 
and found a narrow dark paſſage, that from 
the hollow ſound which reverberating echo 
returned even to her light ſteps, ſhe ſuppo- 
ſed the entrance led to 5 ſubterranean 
e ah | 


- Curiofity prompted her to examine farther, 
but ſhe reſiſted the inclination, and. liſtening 
do the voice of prudence to defer inveſtiga- 
Son, until accompanied by ſome [perſon with 
5 1 lights, which might prove neceffary to repel. 
de bad. effects of long confined vapours; 
dme quitted the ruins, and turning down a 
| grove of cypreſs, which led in a winding dis 
; 1. S. > om to the eaſtern a of the caſtle, — 


Y 
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purſued it as her neareſt way home, but had 
proceeded only a few ſteps, when at a little 


diſtance ſhe beheld a lady ſeated in a muſing 


attitude, under a ſpreading tree; her heart 


beat quick as ſhe approached her, for the 


figure was not unfamiliar to remembrance, 
and, on advancing. nearer, with delighted. 
tranſport ſhe recogniſed Lady Juliet Arun- 
dle; a pale dejection ſhaded her lovely coun- 


tenance, but on the offered ſalute of her once 


favored friend, the bluſh of anger kindled 
in her cheek, when ſilently riſing, ſhe viewed. 
her for a moment with the moſt piercing 
ſcorn, and. was diſdainfully leaving her. 


Amazed and agonized at the cruel change 
in her manner, Miſs Barry ſunk, on her knees, 5 4 
and claſping her hands exclaimed © dear re- | 
verenced preſerver of my innocence and peace, 1 
Oh! fay, ſince that kind moment, n 15 


an * wretch offended? 


Agitated and irefalute ſtood Lady: Jai, 
painful emotions wrung her generous hears, 


EE D 6 on which 


* 2 * >. a TM * * ors | . „ a. . 

5 r ” - rend 1 459 yu n a W 2 

Nee FE nn 
n p 1 * D 


. r 


* Un —_ 
n Ie > 


BEN, 


— 
mL, 


N 4 
N 
N 
e 


= 
8 A 
* 


n 


N 
8 


* 


8 


D 


1 4 ad 
AR 


Rt FOIL 


* 
* 


FLY 
2 


. "nt * wa, 
8 1 8 
n 


— 
—— 


Nee 


2 * ** 
— — 
N TIES 


— 
. row... 4 at AD Ab os v7 + . « 
Jo =. + 8 Ao. * — 
wa 
7 Min 413; 
—— 


v 


9318 2; CIR, vs Ce tg 7 reren 
W CC EEE SIS 6 n 
- ' * * - 2 4 = — 7 * 25 : * 


nnn 


27 = Span: 
= > + 5 


een 


— —. 9 
_ — „ _ — 
L Lt . — 
e. 2 — = 
2 — 


77... Hee nd ng © Hon en 
- a 85 


reer 


2 
— ce" 
TILE 4 


1 rd 
OG 


—— * 
— —̃ — 


- 
— — — 


— — 


— _ 
— 0 
e 


e 


8 RUINS OF 

which appearing in the varied changes of 
ker countenance, revealed the conflict within, 
at length a tear ftarted in her eye, it would 


not be reſtrained, but burſt the bounds of 


--, THE 


proud reſentment, while in a voice of blended 


pity and diſdain ſhe replied, © Unhappy 


 wretch indeed! ceaſe to remind me of having 
deprived you of the only plea you could have 


offered for future error, and if not as loſt to 


gratitude as honor, let a remembrance of what 


you once deemed benefits, induce you to 
obey a laſt injunction ; forget you ever inte- 


reſted Lord St. Clair, or knew his ſiſter.” 


Though unconſcious of offence, the poor 


accuſed was unable to reply, and meekly 


bowing her head, became almoſt inſenſible to 


Lady Juliet's departure, and remained recli- 
ning on the earth, with the tears of anguiſh 
guſhing from her eyes, and her boſom ſtrug- 
7 | 1 rg Re gling with vartety of tortures, when Lord 
Ly. Avondale approached, and beholding the 
= : woman dearer than exiſtence in that condi- 
1/18 2 kon. he threw himſelf at her Os and'gently ' 


raiſing. 


MAY 
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J raiſing her, ſupported her trembling frame in 
6 his arms, While in the moſt earneſt and ten- 
l der accents he entreated to know, the cauſe 
f of her diſtreſs; cold and filent ſhe could only 
4 gaze in his face, with a ſaddened meekneſs, 
7 | which had nearly deprived him of reaſon ven 
x 3 Lady Juliet appeared. 

a 

0 She had "WE weeping, but as ſhe approach- 
* ed, her features aſſumethe moſt bitter con- 
0 tempt, and ſne was ruſhing paſt them, when 


0 his Lordſhip caught her train, and requeſted 
her aſſiſtance to ſooth her angelic friend. 


* « My friend!” repeated he, with rifing in- 

by dignation, adding with emphatic ſcorn, 1e 
3 Friend of Lord Avondale will ſcarcely preſume 
1 to expect the notice of Lady Juliet Arundle, 

b though he has the temerity to ſolicit it.” Se 
3 then violently broke from his hold, and alone 8 4 
rd purſued her way to the caſtle, here ſhe, was : 
a a viſitor, while his Lordſhip, with all the de- I 
li- licate care of a brother, attended the much 


ly ' injured ſufferer to the manſion of Mrs. Fitz: 
ng. 5 5 8 3 p | | aubin 
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aubin, when acquainting her with her rencon- 
tre with Lady Juliet, with a depreſſed heart 
he repaired to the caſtle, with more reluc- 
ance than he had ever yet done. 


To aecount for the unkind alteration in 
Lady Juliet towards one ſhe had honored with 
ſo large a portion of eſteem as our heroine, it 
may be neceſſary to recur to the period of 
Mr. Bothwell's firſt acquaintance with her, 
and alſo to relate ſome circumſtances yet un- 
known. 
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From the firſt moment of introduction he 
had conceived a violent paſſion for her, but 
Well acquainted with the nature of Lord St. 
Chir, who would ill have brooked his pre- 
[2H tenſions to the woman for whom he himſelf 
would have diſclaimed every other created 
good, he cloſely concealed his wiſhes under 

| the veil of affected indifference to her, and 
vell diſſembled friendſhip for his Lordſhip, 
130 hoping from his knowledge of Lady St. Clair 
4 | Saw obtain poſkſſion of the prize, by means 
þ It f 5 | 2 £5 58 7 ISR 
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which an honeſt ſoul would have ſtated from 
with horror: No ſooner was Ethelinde in- 
troduced as Lady Juliet's attendant, than in 
the preſence of Lady St. Clair he aſſumed a 
dejected abſent look, would figh, ſtart, and 
by a dark ambiguity of manner, indicate his. 
mind laboured with ſome ſecret conflict. Ac- 
cording to his projected plan, this mode of 
behaviour attracted her notice, and firſt ex- 
citing her curioſity, progreſſively promoted 
| his wiſhes, by creating ſuſpicion, when he 
received a peremptory command to diſcloſe 
the cauſe of ſuch unuſual conduct. 


For a time he evaded explanation, till hs | 
arts only known, only practiſed by the deſign- 
ing hypocrite, he increaſed her deſire to ſuch 
a height, that ſhe acceded to all his propolals,. 
the chief of which was to obſerve an invio- 
lable ſecrecy. With affected diſtreſs and re- 
luctance he then faid, that nothing but the ho- 
nor of Lord St. Clair and the conſequence as 3 
her Ladyſhip's illuſtrious family, could, have: 
. on him to betray the confidence of 3 
1 | $5. Cs 4 
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a noble friend, and injure a young woman, 
who, notwithſtanding a low origin, and not 
unſullied name, he himſelf loved, adding, that 
he feared an improper connexion was about 
to be formed, yet by no means would have 
her Ladyſhip rely on his intelligence, but be 
guided by her own ſuperior judgement, and 
decide by her own obſervation of their con- 
duct. N 


All the paſſions of Lady St. Clair were in- 
flamed by this unexpected ſtroke; her autho- 
rity was ſcorned, her power diſregarded, her 
ambitious deſigns on the verge of being fruſ- 
trated, and her family diſgraced. Rage for 
a time depri ved her of the power to form any 
plan of action, but at length her fury ſubſided 
into deliberate vindictive malice, and ſhe felt 
not a greater deſire to diſappoint the wiſhes 
her ſon, from ambitious motives, than to 
gratify her own vengeance, and heap miſery 
on the innocent head of Ethelinde; yet ſhe 
reſolved to act with prudence and precaution, 
dhe better to PTE and ſecute her pur- 


Pane 5 
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n, poſes; for this reaſon ſhe behaved as uſual to q 
ot her ſon, and alſo to the poor devoted victim, q 
at yet carefully watched them, and followed their | 4 
ut molt ſecret haunts, till convinced by occular 1 
* demonſtration that ſhe muſt ſoon 1nterpoſe q | 
hs her authority or it might prove too late. 1 
. Her ſurpriſing them in the temple has been 4 
related, the ſudden confinement of Ethelinde, 4 
and her dark expreſſions of her fate to Lord St. 4 
Clair, anſwered the intended purpoſes, they, 
: alarmed the amiable youth, for the ſafety 0 
25 a beloved wife, and the mother of his children, 
24 and when reduced to a ſtate of deſperation, 
M on the conditions before mentioned, he con- 


ſented to leave Britain for a year, fondly truſt- 
= ing that through Mr. Bothwel that they might - 
correſpond, and ſoften the langour of enforced 


elt 
ſeparation, he kindly No her a 
168 | | : | 2 —_— 

5 the care and counſel of his ſiſter, conjuring i 
her at the ſame time as ſhe loved an affection-⸗ 
95 ate brother, to ſave her from the future ma- 

e : | nt 
: levolence of his mother, whom he knew. Y 
2 would practiſe every art, however unjuſtifi- ; FR 
SS of 5 RY _ 
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able, to promote her deſigns, and ſhould ſhe, 
either by open violence, or ſecret cruelty, 
attempt to plunge her in inextricable miſery, 
he truſted her kindneſs would be vigilant, 
and counteract the meaſures. Lady Juliet 
! Afoothed him by every endearing expreſſion 
and ſincere aſſurance, and after affectionate 
and repeated embraces they parted, 
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That very night, attended by Mr. Men- 
ville, he quitted Arundle Abbey, leaving his 
mother, whom no human tie, no faith, could 
bind, to pour out her uncontrouled revenge 
upon the helpleſs Ethelinde. Little entreaty 
prevailed on the falſe Bothwel to accede to 
her deſire of eſpouſing Ethelinde, particularly 
as it was accompanied with a ſufficient ſum to 
reſide abroad, far dm the merited vengeance 
of the much injured and deceived St. Clair. 
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Z The firm dignity with which ſhe rejected 
his hand, while it raiſed his admiration and 


* 


inexreaſed his paſſion, yet ſhook his abject ſoul, 
and in idea he beheld the arm of St. Clair 
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laying him low as his perfidy deſerved, and 
ſhrunk back with guilty terror from the moſt 
ardent wiſh of his baſe heart. But the feel 
ings of her Ladyſhip were very different, for 

on beholding his confuſion, and the clergy- 
man, notwithſtanding her offered rewards, re- 

fuſe to perform the ceremony, ſhe conceived 

the moſt infernal plan ever projected by ma- 
lignity in a female breaſt. 
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On retiring from the dungeon, ſhe propoſed 
to Bothwel deſtroying the purity of the hely- 
leſs victim, as the only means to reduce herr 
to their wiſhes, and humble a pride to which 
ſhe thought ſuch a creature had no preten- 
ſtons. Black and depraved as was the ſoul, 
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of Bothwel, he yet ſtarted at this propoſal, 
but when once embarked unyguilt, how diffi» ; 
cult to retreat! Qur own indulged paſſions ; 
hurry us on, nd the fell enemy of nk 
2 the work of deſtruction. NF 9 : 1 
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He was ak loſt to the ien and. 
. to the reſentment of Lord St. Clair: 
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© his talents were poor, even had he choſe to 
exert them, and in all the world he knew no 
hand to aid him but her Ladyſhip's, nor could 
from a principle of good, with no other 
ertain reward, than that which he had long 
„ Aiſdained to heed, approving conſcience, re- 
nd the beautiful Ethelinde, and inde- 
pendance; no, it was above the reach of his 
corrupted heart; ; but attributing his compli- 
a ice With a meaſure he declared repugnant to 
is narbre, entirely to reſpect, and the power 
her Ladyſhip had over his actions, he agreed 
at midnight to perpetrate the horrid deed, 
and by break of day, with his ruined victim, 
take an everlaſting farewell of England: But 
2 - the guardians of virtue had not forſaken their 
19 x * The amiable Lady Juliet weeping 
148 in the chamber where her brother left her, 
FA Z with horror inexpreſſible overheard this dia- 
| 6} | bolical converſation, and nobly reſolved, tho' 
at the hazard of life itſelf, to countera&t the 
1 8 and reſcue Ethelinde from their in- 
human power. 
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be the mother of St. Clair and Juliet!“ 


lated, given in a fortunate hour freedom to 


ſhe entered open, to favor an opinion of her 5 | 
having eſcaped without aſſiſtance. 
/ = 


action, ſhe quietly: returned to her chamber, 


appeared on the features of her mother and 
Bothwel. 5 
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« Oh! God,” cried ſhe, in anguiſh of ſpirit, 
as ſhe haſtened with trembling ſteps on her 
gracious errand, * Oh! God, can this indeed 


Lady St. Clair in her directions to Both- - 
wel having declared the vaults too remote 
from the Abbey for cries to be heard, in- 
formed Lady Juliet where her friend was con- 
fined, and being perfectly acquainted with all 
the ſecret paſſages, and interior of the build- 
ing, deſcended by a private ſtair, perhaps only 
known to herſelf, and having, as has been re- 
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her friend, purpoſely left the door at W | 


* 


Happy in the conſciouſneſs of her generous 


and next day with ſecret ſatisfaction beheld 
the conſternation, and diſappointment which 
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7 aff accident which may be related here- 


1.3% after, the letter which Ethelinde wrote from 
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Baſil's cottage, never was received by Lady 


Juliet, and many an anxious hour ſhe paſſed 
for the uncertain fate of her friend, until a 
perſecution was commenced againſt herſelf, 
that plunged her in the deepeſt diſtreſs, and 
. almoſt made the ſufferings even of a friend 


. and brother forgotten. 


Nagy St. Clair had long lived in habits of 
intimacy with Lady Glenroy, when a ſimila- 
ity of diſpoſition and manner attached them, 
And formed the baſis of a regard, as firm as 
could be expected in people who would fuf- 
fer nothing to interpoſe between them and | 
their own ambirious purpoſes. 


From infancy Lady Juliet had eſteemed 


Vfl «the dawning merit of Lord Avondale, and as 

— her judgment ſtrengthened ſhe ſtill with de- 
[IE light contemplated the rifing virtues of his 
wind, and admired the graces of his perſon 


until ſne found her heart too deeply engaged 


5 E 
8 : 


| * 


cretly vowed never to wed but him. She 


dren and dependants, ordered her to receive < 
the addreſſes of Sir William Brag _ 
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to be recalled; yet as he never treated her 
but with a reſpectful attention and an eaſy fa- 
miliarity, which ſpoke his mind perfectly free 
and unconcerned, ſhe carefully concealed her 
partiality though ſhe found it 8 to be 
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Lord Glenroy's family being abroad du- 
ring Ethelinde's reſidence at Lady St. Clair's, 
accounts for her never having heard of them 
until her arrival at Baſil's cottage, and though 
ſenſible Lady Juliet breathed the ſecret gh, 
ſhe was totally ignorant for whom it was re- 


ſpired. : 
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Upon Lady Glenroy's return to England, 
the intimacy was renewed, when the mature 
perfection of Lord Avondale completed a 
conqueſt of Lady Juliet's heart, and ſhe ſes 
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was in this condition when her mother, in that 
imperious manner ſhe always uſed to her WE Nerd = 
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902 THE RUINS OF 
treat him with the deference due to the man 
ſhe had ſelected for her huſband. 


From Ethelinde ſhe well knew his vile 
Principles and diſſolute conduct, and her 
heart at the ſame time being fondly devoted 
to another, with firmneſs ſhe informed her 
mother, no human power ſhould either com- 
pel or perſuade her to plight her hand and 
faith to a man every way her averſion and 
contempt, and that ſhe would encounter even 
death itſelf rather than deſcend to give him 
one moment's encouragement. With a ſar- 
caſtic ſmile Lady St. Clair replied, that ſhe 
admired her heroiſm, and might yet put it to 
the teſt. 
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At this period Lady Glenroy requeſting the 
, favor of a vilit for a few weeks at Avondale, 
to eſcape the daily perſecutions ſhe endured, 
and perhaps to gratify a ſoft inclination, ſne 
% ol willingly aſſented, and with pleaſing ; 
14 wonder heard her mother grant permiſſion. 
fit 4 In addition to her other troubles, Mr. Both- 
RE wel 
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wel was, deputed her guardian on every c- 
caſion, and notwithſtanding her declared re- 
luctance, and pleading the Poe N of Lady 
Glenroy, making it unneceſſary, was obliged 
to ſubmit to his being her attendant in the 
journey to Avondale; a few days after their 
arrival, to her vaſt ſatisfaction he returned to 
town, and ſhe was left to the enjoyment of 
her own contemplations, in the ſequeſtered 
ſhades of Avondale Caſtle. I 
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In theſe agreeable rambles ſhe was gene 

rally attended by his Lordſhip, whoſe hears 4, | 
in remembrance and ſecret gratitude for her 
kindneſs and preſervation of Ethelinde, of- 
fered her due reverence, while his conduct 
cvinecd the pureſt eſteem, and a delicate at- 
tention to her wiſhes. Highly pleaſed with Ri 
what ſhe fondly imagined a growing cg I 
rence, ſhe was erecting the moſt delightful. , ? 
ſtructure of felicity, when the evening that "AY 
Lady Glenroy was taken ill, from the ſuppo- 
ſition of having ſeen the ſpirit of her e 
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law, reduced the fairy fabric to the duſt, and 
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leſt not a wreck of hope behind. | . 

| She was walking in Lady Glenroy's anti- 

| chamber, meditating on her ſtrange fears, 

when interrupted by the Apothecary, who 

ſt; happened to be the ſame that had attended 

Lord Avondale during his illneſs; like all little 

[7 minds his was burſting with the imagined 

5 importance of its ſecret, which being added 

to the remembered ſeverity of aſpect in Mrs. 

I Fitzaubin, had rankled in his heart ever 

| ſince, and with malignant pleaſure he hoped 

= Miſs Barry was well. Lady Juliet rather of- 

| fended at the interruption, coolly anſwered, 

. ſhe knew no ſuch perſon: With an affected 

| confuſion, calculated to excite curioſity, he 

= bowed, begged pardon, and believed he was 

4 wrong; but the young Lady reſiding fo long 
WW at the Caſtle, and ſo kindly attending his 

L ordſhip, induced him to think ſhe was an 

a cquaintance of all the family, and might be- © 

| ll a viſitor, „„ 
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agitated and deranged were her ideas, that 


— unuſual, was yet ignorant ſhe was about to ine 
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The heart of Lady Juliet ſunk within her, 
with difficulty ſhe reſtrained her tears, but 
aſſuming ſerenity ſhe requeſted the Doctor 
would oblige her with an explanation. 
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Proud of being noticed by a perſon of her 
diſtinction, and admitted to the freedom of 
converſation, he related all he knew, and 
thinking to pleaſe, made ſeveral ill natured ad- 
ditions and remarks, which had no other foun-„ 
dation than his own illiberal ſurmiſes. Scarce * 
thanking him for his information, ſhe retired 1 
to her room in a ſtate of mind only to be con- 
ceived by thoſe hearts which have felt a de- 
licate tenderneſs like her own. 


Ihen her maid attended to undreſs her, {o 


negleARil of that dignity, ever a 1 
trait in her character, ſne inquired if among 
the domeſtics ſhe had ever heard of a Miko 
Barry, who lately reſided at the caſtle. The 4 


ſervant; though amazed at a condeſcerifico for 
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flict agony, and moſt willingly indulging her 
favorite propenſity to chatter, replied, it was 
no ſecret in the pariſh, though unknown to 
the Earl and Counteſs, that Lord Avondale 
had kept this Miſs Barry ever ſince he left 
town, that ſhe was then at a houſe on the fo- 
reſt, and that Lord Avondale loved her ſo 
dearly, and was fo grateful for her kind care 
of him during his fever, that he reſolved to 
marry her the moment his father and mother 
left the caſtle: © Yes, Madam,” concluded 
the communicative waiting maid, © the is 

I very beautiful, ſweet tempered, and not proud, f 
and all the ſervants gladly conceal the cir- 
cumſtance, rejoicing. in the hope of having ſo 


_ a lady. 

| | by 

"IP Juliet felt, while her maid ſpoke, as 
if forſaken by the whole world, and bereft of 
| every comfort; all was dark gloomy deſpond- 
q ency, and her ſoul, torn by conflicting paſ- 
| pag from the dreary proſpect of her . 
j future life; yet, poſſeſſing ſome recolle&tion; 


T0 Congeal if poſſible her emotion from the - 
x maid 
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maid, ſhe haſtened to bed, and there yielded 
to all the poignancy of her feelings. 


To be deceived, however uninterefted in 
the object, conveys a degree of pain as it 
impeaches the underſtanding, and calls the 
clearneſs of diſcernment in queſtion ; but, that 
Lord Avondale, whom ſhe honored with ſuch 
tender preferrence, and whoſe boſom ſhe be- 
lieved the refidence of every amiable virtue, 
ſhould prove the ſeducer of female inno- 
cence, or elſe be the dupe of ſome deſign- 
ing artful wanton, added to the diſappoint- 
ment of her own lately dawning hopes, and. | 
the revived fears of her mother's perſevering 
cruel power, rendered her entirely wretched, 
and ſhe had yielded to perfect frenzy but 
that the reflection of inſulted love, and female 
pride, came to her aſſiſtance, and in ſome 3 
meaſure repelled the ſwelling tice of afflie- Bj 
tion. SIR 


Acter a ſleepleſs night, pale, unrefreſhed, 
and as the deſcended to the breakfaſt 
E 3 room, 
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room, when ſcarce degning his Lordſhip the 
common ſalute of the morning, and fearful of 
betraying ſome emotion ſhe turned from him 
with an averted eye; but the melancholy 
langour viſible on her expreſſive features, 
awakening in his boſom a ſenſation yet ſofter 
that pity, prefſing her hand, in a voice of ten- 
derneſs he inquired the cauſe of ſuch unuſual 
dejection, and hoped it was not owing to in- 


diſpoſition. 


Her heart was full to burſting ; love, pride, 
diſdain, and reſentment, were all contending 
within, and unconſcious whar ſhe either faid 
or did, raiſing her ſweet eyes, full upon him, 
ſhe-exclaimed, © Ah! Avondale!” and burſt 
into tears. Alarmed at her emotion, and the 
wildneſs of her looks, he led her to a ſofa, and 
W kindly ſupporting her agitated frame, by every 
A endearing expreſſion endeavoured to ſoothe 
her {ſpirits ro compoſure; at length he ſuc- 
{ ceeded; and ſhe attributing her weakneſs to 
„ the confuſion of the preceding evening, would | 
5 have 1 but he gently detained her, lay- 8 
1 Ks np Bona 


AVONDALE PRIORY. = 
ing, he had a ſecret to impart which he fond- 
ly hoped would better cheer her languid ſpi- 
rits than any cordial ſhe ſhould find in re- 

tirement: Her ideas were ſtill confuſed, and 

from a ſuppoſition that ſhe had betrayed her 
long concealed paſſion, and emboldened him 
to inſult her with a diſſembled return, or ac- 
knowledged pity, her trembling encreaſed 
with ſuch violence that ſhe alarmed him, con- 
fuſion enveloped every ſenſe, and in broken 
accents ſhe replied, ſhe could not, would not 
hear it; but his Lordſhip was not to be de- 
nied, his boſom glowed with the generous = 
deſire of giving pleaſure, and he beſeeched 
one moments attention to introduce a faithful 
long attached, admiring friend to her notice. 


The heart of Lady Juliet now beat with . 
redoubled quickneſs, the deluſive phantom, $3 
hope, again reſumed its empire, he might be 
able to juſtify his conduct reſpecting Miſs 
Barry, the Doctor might be ſevere, the ſer- 
vants miſtaken, and the loved Avondale i 
might yet be all her own, Theſe pleaſing 2 
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80 | THE RUINS OTC 
ideas paſſing in rapid ſucceſſion, over her 


mind, heightened the colour in her cheeks, 
and in a ſoftened tremulous voice ſhe replied, 


ce that fince he would not be refuſed, ſhe muſt 
hear him.” Ly 
But who can deſcribe her ſenſations, when 
informed that her favorite Ethelinde reſided 
at Avondale, under the name 'of Barry, and 
hearing him pourtray her excellencies as ſome- 
thing more than human, and conclude with 


ſaying, his heart languiſhed to reſtore them 
to the kind embrace of each other. For a 
moment, a variety of paſſions deprived her cf 
the power of utterance, and prepoſſeſſed with 


ML the ſtrongeſt idea of their mutual guilt and 


deception, ſhe viewed every circumſtance 


through the magnifying mirror of prejudice, 
and conceiving he would have introduced her 

.to.infamy if poſlible, in ſome meaſure to re- 
eſtabliſh the forfeited reputation of the de- 


* graded being he intended making his wife, 
indignation extinguiſhed every ſofter ſenti- 


ment, and With the molt repulſive diſdain ſhe 
commanded. IS 
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commanded he might never more preſume 
to inſult her ears with ſo contemptible and 
deteſted a name: © And,” added ſhe, “ as in- 
nocence and modeſty are commonly loſt to- 
gether, to prevent any repetition of this ſub- 
ject from your Lordſhip, or obtruſion from 
her, I beg leave to inform you I am per- 
fectly acquainted with her arts and diſhonor, 
and therefore will not be made the inſtrument 
to deceive others. With an indignant glance 
ſhe then quitted the room, leaving his Lord - 
ſhip loſt in ſilent aſtoniſhment and grief. 


When the mind is deprived of a laſt fa- 
vorite prop, it naturally takes refuge in pa- 
tience, and in the pride of an imagined for- 
titude reſolves to endure the future, when in 
reality the bitterneſs paſſed with the expiring: 
ray of expectation. Thus Lady Juliet, when 
every glimmering of hope was extinguiſned, 
and ref1gnation all ſhe had to-practice, miſ=! 
taking deſpair for fortitude; "Iapported. hen 
ſpirits with an ideal conqueſt over her on 
ſcelings yet ſhe could not altogether hate 
2.50 or Th” | E 5 1 
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Lord Avondale; ſhe conſidered he was a 
young man, ſubject to all inclinations and paſ- 
ſions of youth, and how could ſhe condemn 


him for ſenſations which her own heart ac- 


knowledged involuntary, his conduct was ex- 
cuſable, ſhe therefore threw the whole weight 


of her diſpleaſure on the poor Ethelinde, 
whom ſhe conſidered the moſt artful, falſe, 


and degenerate of women, and whom ſhe re- 


# folved to repreſent to her brother as unwor- 


thy, and beneath even his anger. 


While theſe reflections engaged Lady 


Juliet, Lord Avondale was ſuffering all the 


diſtreſs a benevolent heart can feel, when diſ- 


4 . appointed in a generous purpoſe; as Lady 
1 Juliet fell in his opinion, the unhappy Ethe- 
Ll linde roſe in his eſtimation, and as his effort 
to give them mutual ſatisfaction had met with 
th ſuch ill ſucceſs, he not only determined to 


ſuppreſs it, 5 ut if poſſible conceal from Ethe- 


nde, that Lady Juliet was a yiſitor at the 
= caſtle, or ęven an acquaintange ; yet. as the 


Lord St. Clair's cally apptoached,.. 
23 1 8 3 „ and 
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and he was ſoon expected in England, he in- 
dulged a hope that he would liſten diſpaſſion- 
ately, gladden the faithful boſom of a charm- 
ing injured wife, and ſecure his own future 
happineſs with the firſt and beſt of women. 


Having formed this determination, his 
mind reſumed its uſual compoſure, and though 
he could not view Lady Juliet with that kind 
complacency he did when he ſuppoſed her 
the friend of her he held in adoration, he con- 
ſidered ſhe was falſely prejudiced, and ſtill 
preſerved a polite attention, and was the 
companion: of her walks, and as he kept a 
reſpectful]. ſilence on the ſubje& ſhe had com- 
manded, her Ladyſhip's hauteur wore of, her 
reſentment ſomewhat ſubſided, and ſhe treated 
him with the eaſy freedom of a ſiſter. 


At her own requeſt he had attende 
to inſpect the monument, and Bory 
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ſaid, he would go and reconnoitre the haunted 
territories, leſt the ſpirit ſhould re- appear and 
frighten her Ladyſhip, and while he entered 
the ruins at one ſide of the chapel, Ethelinde 
quitted it at the other, when recognizing the 
form of Lady Juliet ſhe haſtened to her. As 
what paſt has been already related, a repeti- 
tion would be only tedious and unneceſſary. 


bY 
2 


dan * 
. 3 
n 


. 
one 


—_— — AL 


FE (2 
- 


e 
— EIS. 
. 


r 
= 


"_ * 
©. 
oo Te 
33 . 
* 


2 .*2- 7 2 „ 
P Et 
— I =. -- to 


* 


—— 


7 


CHAP. V. 


£7 E longer Ethelinde reflected on the 
unkindneſs and myſterious expreſſions 
of Lady Juliet, the more her. JAdeas were in- 


r 
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the whole, or part of her connexion with St. 
Clair had been diſcovered, and occaſioned 
the bitter ſcorn with which ſhe repulſed her 
offered gratitude and affection. 


Unconſcious of offence in every other cir- 
cumſtance, ſhe would have given worlds for 
an interview, but was too well acquainted 
with the nature of Lady. Juliet to attempt ob- 
truding. on her unpermitted; ſhe, therefore, 
in the ſweet ſecurity of innocence, refigned 
herſelf to the care of a gracious Providence, 


truſting in his mercy that the veil of error . 
would yet be removed, and peace be re- 


ſtored to her long tortured boſom. 


Notwithſtanding the diſdain with which i 
Lady Juliet parted from her, a ſomething. A 
within her boſom pleaded ſtrongly for her 
favorite, and whether it was that ſhe wiſhed 
to vindicate Lord Avondale, or really beliey= M 
ed Ethelinde leſs oulty than - i 
m n 1 
| WOE, me”. 
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little perſuaſion to have induced her to liſten 
to an e from either. 


Aduated by theſe ſentiments, when his 
Lordſhip returned from conducting Ethe- 


linde home, almoſt wiſhing he would diſobey 


her, and reſume the ſubject, ſhe received him 
with her accuſtomed complacency, but the en- 
covragement was offered in vain, he was hurt 
and offended, and each retired at an early 
hour to their apartments, in a ſtate of mind 
far from being enviable. 


A thouſand fears began to agitate SY: 
tle boſom of Ethelinde as the hour of her huſ- 


band's return drew near; he might be in- 
fluenced by a ſiſter whom he loved, and who 


had ated fo kindly, and after all the fuffer- 


WY mes her faithful heart had ſuſtained, he might 


Wi in fora diſputes v without benefitin 


ſpurn her for ever from him. Lord Avon- 
dale indeed was her friend, but his interpo- 
ſition might give riſe to dangerous conjec- 
tures, W matters worſe, Pe” involve . 
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So powerfully did theſe fad ideas afflict her, 
that it required all the friendſhip of Mrs. 
Fitzaubin and her fiſter to ſooth her to any. 
degree of ſerenity; comfort ſhe no more ex- 
pected; the voice of conſolation, as ſhe be- 
lieved it illuſive, became irkſome to her ear, 
and to indulge her own gloomy meditations; 
unſeen and undifturbed, ſhe would often re- 
tire tothe moſt ſecluded receſſes of the Priory, 
and in ſurveying the mouldering monuments- 
feed her melancholy, till it fometimes bor- 
dered on diſtraction. 


She was ſeated one afternoon in a remote 
corner of the chapel, with her head reclining: 
on a tomb, and loſt in the ſad variety of her 
thoughts, heeded not the clouds which were 
gathering thick around, and portended a, 
ſtorm, until a heavy guſt of wind ſhook the 
venerable fabric, followed by torrents of rain z. 
ſoon the thunder rolled tremendous, and the 
lightning as it quivered through the leafleſs 
trees, and roofleſs ruin, ſned a gleamy horror v7 
over the ghaſtly ſcene, She continued on- 

or CEE templating 4 
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templating the beating gtempeſt with a gloomy 
pleaſure, as bearing ſome reſemblance to her 
own ſtormy fate, till happening to raiſe her 
eyes ſhe clearly perceived ſtanding under the 
Gothic porch of the chapel; a tall female 
figure; again ſhe looked, it was more than 
fancy, for in the moment that a flaſh of vivid 
i 9 lightning deſcended with terrific glare, the 
. figure advanced up the centre aiſle of the 
chapel, and on the ſudden break of a peal of 
thunder which ſeemed to threaten entire de- 
ſtruction to the ſhaking fabric, glided behind 
the remains of a lofty monument. 
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F MP1 Erhelinde ſurveyed the ſpectre, 
and in riſing to convince herſelf it was no 
earthly being, ſoftly ſaid, „ will ſpeak, the 
dead alarm way me, they oppreſs not, nor can 
offer wrong.” Awful as was the ſcene, ſhe 
felt Sndaunted, and on reaching the monu- 5 
ment, walked round to where the figure ſtood. 
A veil which before had ſhaded the coun- _ | : 
tenance was now thrown aſide, and with 


; blended emotions of amazement and pleaſure, 
| Ethelinde 
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Ethelinde beheld Lady Juliet Arundle ; pale 
and trembling her Ladyſhip reclined on the 
tomb, but on the approach of Ethelinde a 
faint bluſh tinged her cheek, and a ray of ſa- 
tisfaction animated her charming countenance, 
and much as ſhe wiſhed to be detained, yet 
ſhe made an attempt to retire, when Ethe- 
linde kneeling before her, looked beſeeching- 
ly up, and claſped her hands with reſpect ful 
fervour, Ah! Madam,” cried ſhe, © reje& 
me not! vouchſafe to hear me! yield to that 
{weet pity gathering in your ſoftened eye, you 
will, for—I am— 1 have been—Oh! Lady 
Juliet“ She could no more—the heart that 
unappalled had ventured to encounter one. of 
rial, form ſunk bencath the frown of friend- 
ſhip; Lady Juliet raiſed her, for few and inco- 
herent as were her expreſſions, they con- 
veyed a hope ſhe was leſs guilty than ima- 
gined, kind reflections came, reſentment 
calmed, and ſhe remembered that ſhe once 
was innocent as lovely. © Yes, poor young 
woman, replied her Ladyſhip, in a mild 
voice, and viewing her with more compaſſion 

than 
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than anger, yes, poor Ethelinde, I know 
too well both what you was, and what you 
are, yet I pity and forgive you; let me go 
then, while under the impreſſion you have 
made ; I would unwillingly add my reproach- 
es to your heavy weight of guilt and ſelf 
-upbraiding, which muſt gnaw your ſpirit 
evermore, unleſs tis changed, and loſt indeed! 
farewell then be more happy than —” 


© Stop, Lady Juliet, I conjure!” cried 


Ethelinde, detaining her, while her ſpirits re- 
vived, and the mild dignity of conſcious virtue 
ſhone in her eyes and irradiated every lovely 
feature, Stop, Lady Juliet, I conjure, here, 
in the awful preſence of that powerful Being, 


who guides this mighty tempeſt at his will I 
ſwear— I am not never have been guilty 
of an action that can raiſe a bluſh upon an 


honeſt cheek ; no, Madam, if diſhonored, 1 


| Thould never have approached your purity, 
never ſullied your fair name, nor contaminated 
your virtuous ears with the complaint of for- 


rows fs guilt had brought; vouchſafe, wem w 
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believe me innocent — Ah! what am I about 
to ſay, to prove that innocence !—Will you 
not curſe me, kneeling at your feet? Would 
you not rather wiſh me fallen, and black as 
guilt firſt made an angel, than know 
Oh! Lady Juliet —— Oh! my heart 
am married — 


I 


A miſty darkneſs obſcured the ſight of Lady 
Juliet, her blood ran flow and chill, her 
cheeks aſſumed the aſhy hue of death, and 
while her pallid lips quivered, ſhe ſtaggered 
backward, feebly exclaiming, Married! 
Ethelinde married! married to Lord Avon- 
dale ! but who, unmoved, could liſten to the 


muſic of his voice attuned to love and tender- 
Who?“ repeated e « the: 
Name him 
interrupted, her Ladyſhip, « 
would—what would he not have done to have 
made you bleſt? And proud, yes, proud as is 


neſs?” 
loved, the lover of St. Clair.“ 


my heart, it would have owned you as a ſiſter, 


as it has loved you as a friend, _ you for- 


ſook him, and have ruined 
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92 THE RUINS OF 

« Could ] but hope,” ſaid Ethelinde, gazing 
if poſſible to penetrate her inmoſt thoughts, 
er could I but hope you would renounce the 
pride of high deſcent, forget my poor unho- 
nored birth, and the aſpiring love that led 
me to the altar, how quickly could I quiet 


every tender fear reſpecting Avondale. 


A ſuffuſion bright as the tints which gra ace 


the opening morn in ſummer, covered the 


face of Lady Juliet, and the ſofteſt ſenſations 
cheriſhed by reviving hope, fluttered in her 
boſom, while in a low voice ſhe cried, © Hthe- 
linde, you bewilder me, I fear a ſecret has 
eſcaped me, but be explicit, and know me for 
+ ta friend. 


j 


Our heroine then acknowledged her union 


with Lord St. Clair, confeſſed having a fon 
and daughter, and cloſed her narrative with 
a candid diſcloſure of the moſt minute cir- 


cumſtances attending her n to Lord 


Avondale, 


During 
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During her recital, the countenance of- 
Lady Juliet diſplayed every poſſible change 
that could appear on the human face, and when 
ſhe had finiſhed, throwing her arms fondly 
round her, with the moſt engaging ſweetneſs 
aſſured her of her unalterable regard and affec- 
tion; confeſſed, that her ambition would have 
deſired a more ſplendid alliance for her bro- 
ther, though convinced he had built his feli - 
city upon a happier plan, and in preferring 
virtue, worth, and lovelineſs, had ſecured a 
life of permanent and endearing joy, which 
no rank or fortune could purchaſe; yer, with 
regret ſhe informed her, much perſecution 


vas to be dreaded from the determined and 
. unrelenting diſpoſition of Lady St. Clair, and 


though her ſon was now of age, and might 
avow his marriage, the greateſt part of his 
hereditary poſſeſſions were ſtill at her diſpoſal, 


but even were that conſideration diſregarded,  . 


ſhe counſelled the ſtricteſt ſecrecy, or a re- 

moval from her power, which ihe was certain 

would be ſtrained to the utmoſt limits, even 

to the moſt cruel and unjuſtifiable meaſures, 
| to 
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- THE RUINS OF 


to diſunite and render them wretched for 


ever; ſhe deſcribed her nature ſo violent and 
implacable, that ſhe would proceed farther 
to gratify the deſire of vengeance for the op- 
poſition given to her will, than even to pro- 


mote what ſhe deemed the conſequence of _ 


her family. 


Though Ethelinde had experienced the 
rigour, and was not unacquainted with the 
difpoſition of Lady St.Clair,ſhe yet ſhuddered 


at this deſcription, but the uneaſy ſenſation 


ſoon yielded to the ſweet reflection, that ſhe 


was reſtored, and now ſecure, in the love of 


Athwold, and friendſhip of his amiable fiſter, 


and that ſhe condeſcended to acknowledge 


and approve her. 


Aſter the ſweeteſt effuſions of gratitude and 
affection, Ethelinde anxiouſly inquired for her 
huſband; Lady Juliet communicated all the 
knew: His firſt letter was filled with the ten- 
dereſt aſſurances, and recommending her in 


the warmeſt terms to her care and friend- 


3 


ſu 
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ſhip; the next ſlightly mentioned her, and the 
laſt was cool even to herſelf, and on the moſt 
unintereſting topics, which induced her to 
believe his unſuſpecting nature was abuſed by 
ſome dark machination practiſed by the viper 
Bothwel, yet ſhe comforted the weeping 
Ethelinde, ſaying, he was every day expected 
in England, and as ſhe knew his heart noble 
and ever open to conviction, ſne would take 
the earlieſt opportunity to undeceive him, by 
portraying Bothwel in his true colours, and 


repreſenting her unmerited ſufferings through 


his baſe perfidious means, when ſhe truſted 
ſome plan would be deviſed to place them 


beyond the reach of his future art, and her 
. mother's power. 


oy 


Soothed and compoſed by theſe cheering. 
aſſurances, fondly hanging on each other's 
arm, they then ſauntered through the chapel, 
and in various inquiries and comments on the 
ſubjects moſt dear and intereſting to their 
hearts, beguiled the paſſing hour, until the 
fury of the tempeſt appeared to ſubſide, when 

EPS 0 they 
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they ventured forth, and haſtening round the 
ruin, ſoon reached the grove which led to the 
Caſtle park. 


— 


It was agreed between them, that no notice 
ſhould be taken of their intimacy, or even ac- 
quaintance to any at the caſtle, except Lord 
Avondale, and that when opportunity offered, 
they ſhould either meet at the houſe of Mrs. 
Fitzaubin, or in the Priory, where they were 
pretty certain of being ſecure from the ob- 
truſion of any, except thoſe airy forms which 
were believed to invade the dreary territo- 
ries. 
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% They were purſuing their way, and with 
plw&kẽbeaſure converſing on the many amiable vir- 
tues of Lord Avondale, when the ſtorm re- 
turning with violence, they debated whether 
to take ſhelter again in the chapel, or bid de- 
fiance to the rain and haſten home. As Mrs. 
Fitzaubin's was only a ſhort mile, Ethelinde 
adviſed her Ladyſhip to accompany her there, 
when ſhe could be accommodated with dry 
Lo cloaths 


AVONDALE PRIORY- 97 
cloaths, and a perſon to attend her to the 
caſtle. 


Thither then they were walking as quick 
as the wind, blowing full in their faces, would 


permit, when happening to look up they be- 
held Lord Avondale haſtening towards them. 


He had been out on a fiſhing party, and 
purpoſely loſt his companions with a view to 


offer his devoirs at Mrs. Fitzaubin's, and ar- 


riving during the height of the ſtorm, found 
them | all in anxiety, Ethelinde being out, and 


they feared expoſed to the fury of i the tem- 


peſt; alarmed for her ſafety, he inſtantly quit- 
ted the houſe, and unmindful of himſelf, had 
ſought her every where in vain, and was ha- 
ſtening to the ruins as the laſt place his Vea- 


ried imagination could ſuggeſt her having 


taken ſhelter in, when ſhe and Lady Juliet 
caught his eye; he perceived they were of 


female form at conſiderable diſtance, but from 
the rain, which fell in torrents, his view was 


imperfect until cloſe behind them; at firſt he 
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thought it 1 deluſion of his ſenſes, but 
when convinced he beheld Lady Juliet lean- 
ing kindly on the arm of Ethelinde, the moſt 
j genuine pleaſure animated his countenance, 

and taking a hand of each in ſilent tranſport 
he preſſed them to his generous boſom. 


a hd 
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* — 3 


* 


e "4 * 


3 But how ſweet, how pure were the ſenſa- 
tions of Lady Juliet! never had ſhe known a 
moment ſo replete with ſatisfaction, and wil- 
ling to participate it with him her heart fo 
fondly loved, in a few words ſhe informed 
him an explanation had taken place, every 
unhappy miſapprehenſion rectified, and that 
when ſhe regreted a beloved fricnd Joſt for 
ever, with pleaſure had found her in an ami- 


Able Aller. 
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8 I here ſhone my charming Juliet!” cned 
= 3 Lordihip exultingly, now ſhe is herſelf - 
i again, and my admiring heart does homage 


0 her virtues, and reveres that nobleneſs of 

al 

1 _ that can value gentle worth, and riſes 

_—_ | 


AVONDALE PRIORY. 
ſuperior to thoſe ſordid conſiderations which 
govern the narrow minded,” 


Her Ladyſhip, though highly gratified by 
his praiſes, interrupted him to apologize for 
the injuſtice ſhe had done his honor, in ſup- 


poſing him capable of ſeduction, and then 


conciſely related the circumſtances on which 
ſhe had grounded her ſuſpicions. 


Her pardon being cheerfully granted, mu- 
tual compliments enſued, the ſtorm was al- 
moſt unheeded, and even the penſive Ethe- 
linde, for the moment, loſt the remembrance 
of her ſorrows in their ſatisfaction, and in this 
condition they reached the hoſpitable little 
manſion of Mrs. Fitzaubin, as nature Was 


drawing her ſable curtain around them. 
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CHAP. VI. 


ö HEN Lady Juliet was introduced to 
Mrs. Fitzaubin's family, long as they 
had been recluſes from the faſhionable world 
they welcomed her with that unreſtrained 
politeneſs and grace ful freedom which · con- 
vinced her they were ſuperior to their ſitu- 
ation, and poſſeſſed thoſe refinements conge- 
nial to her own mind, and which ſhe in vain 
oke for in the females of Avondale Caſtle, 
or, indeed, throughout the haunts of folly, 
faſhion, and what is generally termed the 

ent and gay world. 
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Her Ladyſhip was regretting the rapidity 
of the paſſing moments, which were to ſepa- 
rate her from ſuch charming ſociety, when 
his Lordſhip hinted that their abſence would 
create both wonder and alarm at the Caſtle ; 
with viſible reluctance ſhe then took her leave, 
but not before ſhe had promiſed to repeat her. 
viſit the firſt * that offered. 


e by Lord Avondale; and a young ; 
peaſant with light, ſhe arrived ſafely at the- 


caſtle, when being obliged to ſatisſy the cu- 


rious inquiries of Lady Glenroy, where ſhe+- 


had been, and how ſhe had met his Lordſhip; 
to ſilence them at once replied, that having 


been overtaken by the ſtorm, ſhe flew for 


refuge to the neareſt ſhelter, which happened; 
to be the Priory Ruins, on quitting them 
met his Lordſhip on the borders of the foreſt, 


and very Joytully accepted his Nn 


home. 


* 
1 > 


Fou make me ſhudder 1 proteſt,” fud | 


Lady Glenroy, how had you temerity 4 
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102 "THE RUINS or 
enter, when you knew I was ſo fatally con- 


vinced it was no legend of the ignorant, that 


theſe horrid ruins are. difturbed : 125 
8 


— 


Willing to encourage the idea, and ſecure 
the place from obtruders, as there ſhe could 
always meet Ethelinde, if driven to extremity, 
without fear, or danger of being ſurpriſed, the” 
replied with an air of ſeriouſneſs, © I believe 
tis very poſſible, Madam, that ſome unquiet 
fhade- may wander among theſe ruins, and F 
ſhould certainly not have ventured to invade 
its dreary dominions but that I deemed the 
ſpirit of the uninjured dead leſs hurtful, and 
even leſs terrific to the innocent, than the 
threatening violence of fuch a fearful tem- 
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There was ſomething in the words of Lady 
Juliet chat appeared to both diſpleaſe and em- 
barraſs the Counteſs, for her colour changed; 
and in rather an offended accent ſhe repeated 
it uninjured dead lefs terrific to the innocent, 
prey' has the” dead OTA in your innocence, 
N Om 
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complained of wrong, ſay, who or what have 
you encountered 1n the Priory ?” 


Lady Juliet now became confi; ſhe dif- 
gained a falſhood, and not knowing whether 
to think ſhe had been ſeen with Ethelinde, | 
or that Lady Glenroy's fit of ſuperſtition was: iſ 
returning, replied in as unembarraſſed a man- 
ner as ſhe could afſume with an equivocal 
queſtion, Why will your Ladyſhip dwell on 
a ſubject diſtreſſing to both? You muſt.be. il 
much better acquainted with the cauſe of the* ul 
fpirit's inquietude than I, and to convince 
you I defire to hold no converſe with the 
dead, nor penetrate into their ſecrets, aſſure 
you I ſhall never more obtrude on their dif- 
mal haunts, unleſs compeiled by neceſſity.“ 
To cloſe the unpleaſant ſubject, ſhe then 
left the drawing-room, at the ſame time form- 
ing conjectures. not. much to the honot, of 
Lady Glenroy.. | _ 5-19 MY 


Lord Avondale and Lady Juliet or Reck 
en the moſt agreeable terms imaginable; W 
F 4 dheir 
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their late uneaſy reſtraints were baniſhed, and 
her Ladyſhip every day diſcovered ſome new 
excellence in his Lordſhip to excite her ad- 
miration, and heighten her regard; while he, 
on a nearer obſervaticn of her ſentiments, 
found the amiable deſcription of Ethelinde 
fully verified in her character; as ſhe con- 
verſed with unaffected freedom, the innate 
goodneſs of her mind ſhone forth unobſcured 
by either faſhion or prejudice, and convinced 
him ſhe poſſeſſed a greatneſs of ſoul, and re- 
finement of thought, of which he had long 
ſuppoſed her nature incapable. 
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Every hour they could eſcape from the 
unintereſting ſociety of the caſtle, was paſſed 
in the quiet retreat of Mrs. Fitzaubin ; each 
repeated viſit improved the friendſhip of Lady 
Juliet, and increaſed her regret at leaving 
chem, and fo ſerenely happy did ſhe feel her- 
Wt ff, liſtening to Lord Avondale, while ſhe ca- 
Þ | 8 reſſed her brother's children, that ſhe looked 
+ | | . forward to the moment when ſhe was to bid 
* adieu to the ſcenes of contentment with a de- 
cu kT gree 
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gree of reluctanee never experienced before, 
till at length her heart ſickening at the idea 
of returning to her imperious mother, and en- 
during the deteſted addreſs of Sir William 
Brandon, ſhe reſolved, on her brother's ar- 
rival, to caſt herſelf entirely on his protec- 
tion, and mare with Ethelinde his fate, ſhould 
it be either proſperous or adverſe, far from 
the cruel power that would precipitate her 
into miſery. 

| The agitation of her ſpirits at length threw 0 
an air of langour and melancholy over her 
countenance, which attracting the notice of 
Lord Avondale, and alarming him for her 
health, one morning that he happened to bY 
alone with Ethelinde he gently hinted a fear 
that ſhe ſtruggled with ſome ſecret uneaſineſs, 
which would deſtroy her. conſtitution if 5 
removed. | 
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Highly pleased at having ſo 1 an herber, 
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106 THE Rufus or 
mote the gentle wiſhes of her friend, Ethe- 


linde replied, Lady Fuliet had but too mtich 
cauſe for dejection; ; the ſcarce wiſhed het to 


conquer it, as death was certainty - preferable 
id the fate which awaited her. His Lord- 
ſhip's curioſity was raiſed, and every gene- 
rous paſſion of his fout f in motion; Ethelinde 
took advantage of the moment, and -conti- 


med; that Lady St. Clair, regartllef of her 


daughter's peace, or even honor, devoted her 
to thr baſeſt of human beings, Sir William 
Brandon, and, that added to her deteſtation 
of his principles, and averſion to his perſon, 


me had great diſinclination to alter her eon 
ion, undeß ſhe could wed where reaſoh and 


"Fentiment directed. 


— 


157 I: His „ Lordſhip muſed, coloured, * at 
kength exclaimed, © Dear, unfortunate Juliet, 
had I never known an Ethelinde, ſhe muſt 


18 have had my preference.” Ahl my Lord,” 


my interrupted ſhe, © will you ſuffer an erring, 


Vong placed fancy, or will you make me the 
Fatal barrier between you and a deſtinysſo 
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: ee Alas! how oft is human hope ceived?” 
Jo W oft when the fond heart is hight in, e. 
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bleſt, as an union with Lady Tulter would in- 
ſure?” „Hear me,” cried his Lordi e I 
cannot be inſenſible to the virtues of your 
friend, nor view her beauty with indifference, 
neither am. I unconſcious that her Ladyſhip- 
honors me with approbation ; but to com-- 

mand the ſecret ſprings that move the human 
mind, is far above the reach of human power, 
yet could I hope the pureſt efteerh, the: 


Is. 
N. 2 * 14 


warmeſt friendſhip, — OE 


The entrance of Mrs. Fitzaubin a0 the: 


ladies prevented farther converſation, yet che 


heart of Ethelinde was ſanguine in what ſhe 
o ardently wiſhed, and conceived her friend: 


at leaſt one ſtep advanced in the path of | 1aÞ- 
pineſs, and ſhe impatiently. w waited the hoyr: 


of tea, which was to bring her alone, to co — 
municate thoſe parts ofthe converſation whielz | 
ſhe knew would afford her, a cee con. 5 
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peRation, ts a coming pleaſure, doth diſap- 
Pointment interpoſe, and blight our comforts 
ere they reach our longing graſp! 


The evening 1 and Lady Juliet ap- 
peared; but how? Pale and filent ſhe threw 
herſelf on the ſofa by Ethelinde, and when 
tears had relieved her ſwelling boſom, cried, 
« Ah! my ſiſter, - our days of peace are over; 
| my mother comes, and with her Bothwel, and 
Sir William Brandon; I tremble for you and 
your infants, tremble for myſelf, and my fad 
heart predicts a ſtorm that will overwhelm us 
all. 8 


Diſtreſſec as « PIclinde was, ſhe yet "9 
youred to ſooth her friend, and offered con- 
ſolation which her own heart refuſed to ac-- 
"cept. Lady St. Clair was expected within a 
week, and had ordered Lady Juliet to pre- 
paare for her nuptials, which were to be cele- 
. | Us brated at Avondale, as ſoon as ſome prelimi- 


e tall be * 


The 


* 


The poor diſtreſſed Ethelinde had con- 


g 5 * 4 
- * * 
- * 
8 —— DI ; 
* 


ANON DALE PRIORY. 


The letters alſo informed her, that her bro- 
ther was not yet arrived, but hourly expected, 
and would be preſent at her marriage, which 
he perfectly approved: This was the only 
melancholy evening that had been paſſed at 
Mrs. Fitzaubin's, for a period of ſeveral 
weeks; a heavy gloom now pervaded through 
the whole dwelling, and Mrs. Fitzaubin and 
her ſiſter ſympathized in a diſtreſs which they 
were unable to alleviate in the ſmalleſt de- 
gree. Lady Juliet returned to the caſtle at 
an early hour, promiſing a viſit in the morn- 
ing, when ſhe would entreat their counſel and 
aſſiſtance in a plan ſhe was projecting, to 


avoid the fate to which her mother deſtined 


her. 


cealed her ſorrow in the preſence of Lady 


Juliet, but no ſooner was ſhe gone, than her 
emotions burſt their reſtraint, and ſo great 
was her terror at the idea of being near the 


relentleſs mother of her huſband, that but for 
| the Perſuaſions of her friends, and ſolemn al- 
furances */ 
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ſurances of Mr. Fitzaubin's protection, ſhe 


Avondale that very night. A little ſoothed 
by their kindneſs, ſhe yielded to their entrea- 
ties to remain herſelf, but was firm in a re- 


birth ſhould be diſcovered, and then expoſed 
to the fury of an implacable woman, who if 


miſtence, might render it wretched, and 
herſelf diſtracted by the uncertainty of their 
fate. 


To compoſe her agitated ſpirits, and inſure 
ce ſafety of her children, Mr. Fitzaubin with 
the utmoſt cheerfulneſs promiſed to ſet out 
next morning for London, and place them 
under the care of a very decent creditable 
woman, with whom they had lodged ſeveral 
years, and who from principle alone would 


diſcharge 2 oy 


« T hen,” ſaid Ethelinde, with looks FY 
| gratirade, e ſhall owe you- more than life, 


would, with her infants, have flown from 


folution to remove her children, left their 


ſhe did not deprive them by private means. 
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AVONDALE PRTORY, ITE 
my darlings will be ſafe, J can ſmile at the 
utmoſt rage of my perſecutor, and ſhould 1 
fall the victim of her vengeance, ſtill will my 
St. Clair poſſeſs his infant treaſures, and bleſs. 
the remembrance of her who gave them be= 
ing, and preſerved + them for his comfort.” | 


She ſoon wiſhed her friends an affectionate 


good night, and retired with a heavy ] art 
to prepare for the departure of her infants: 


Next morning ſhe was bedewing their lovely - 


faces with the tears of bitter ſorrow, while 
they innocently endeayoured to wipe them 
from her own cheeks, and with lifpmg ſweet- 
neſs aſked her why ſhe cried, when Mar- 
cella entered the apartment, and in-a manner 
., which diſcovered the fincere regret ſhe felt, 
informed her, her brother in returning from 
ordering the poſt chaiſe, had been thiol 
from an high ſpirited horſe, and broke his 
leg, and was conveyed to bed tal inſenſi- 
ble. 
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2. 
. —— * 


At any time this intelligence would have 
given anguiſh to the kind heart of Ethelinde, 
but that it ſhould have happened on her ac- 
count, and in ſuch circumſtances, added the 
levereſt pangs to her affliction,. and ſhe was 
bewailing the fatality attending all intereſted 
in her, when Lord Avondale _—_— 5 
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| Totally 3 ch hows own vii, 
Hout obſerving the wild dejection of his 
manner, ſhe related the unhappy. accident 
which had befallen Mr. Fitzaubin, and her 
own determination to leave Avondale with 
the children. immediately. 
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h 1 he voice he had never liſtened to but 


2 


by Ethelinde tak 1g: his hand, and ſaying, 
cc. arewell. ' He ſtarted at the word,. you 
would not die,” ſaid he, looking pityingly in 
her face, you would not leave your babies. 
Who told you?—I am—I—will be—Oh! 
Ethelinde, yet live!” 


: fat Joſt in unconſcious 8 unt " 5 1 20 0 


- Shocked. 
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Shocked and alarmed at the mournful de- 
rangement of his ſenſes, ſhe ceaſed her com- 
plaints, yet unable to form the fainteſt con- 
jecture of the cauſe, remained gazing at him 
in ſilence, till Marcella conjuring him to be 
compoſed, and relieve their anguiſh, ſhe united 
in the entreaty. „ cannot, cannot give the 
pang no human power can heal,” cried he 
in agony, © ſpare then my heart, angelic ſuf- 
ferer, the cruel taſk ; you would for ever hate 


the tongue that ſpoke the fatal words, and 


only in obedience to your wretched Juliet I 
am here,” 


ce Eternal God!” ſaid Ethelinde, with a 


look of calm defpair, © what am I to expect? 


What torture more awaits me? Speak, vir- 
tuous Avondale, I ſtand prepared, and feel a 
dawn of comfort in the thought, that the LING 


grave will ever ſhelter en 


Lord Avondale best his" eyes fixed upon 
has countenance, while he took a letter from | 


his pocket, and laying it on the tablet 5 


« " 


o 
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her, ſunk on his knees, preſſed his hands, and 
feemed to offer up ſome mental prayer at the 

- throne of mercy : Marcella gazed in anxious 

filence, while Ethelinde deeply affected by 

his Lordſhip's ſolemn manner, peruſed the 

letter. 


It was from Lord St. Clair's fecretar y, to 
Bar Juliet, informing her, that the veſſel in 
which her brother had embarked for England 
had foundered in a gale of wind, and every 


foul on board periſhed except a few mariners, 


who brought the fatal intelligence; the letter 
added, that Lady St. Clair bore the mournful 
news with chriſtian: fortitude, and truſted to 


© | fad in the dutifal conduct of her daughter, 


who was now the ſole repreſentative of the 
family, a ſoothing conſolation for the loſs of 
her brother; that Sir William Brandon had 

cheerfully conſented, with the hand of Lady 
Juliet, to aſſume the name and arms of her 
family, and was not without hope that through 
their united intereſt he might alſo be honored 


** the title: Thee epiſtle concluded with 
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AVONDALE PRIORY. 115 
ſaying, ſo ſoon as Lady St. Clair had regained 


fufficient compoſure, and decorum would per- 


mit, ſhe would be at Avondale, to haſten the 
marriage, on which depended the revival of 
her family's conſequence, and her own laſt 
hopes of ſatisfaction on earth. 


Ethelinde read the letter, and read it to the 
end, no tear was ſeen, no ſigb, no complaint 
eſcaped her lips, but with a reſignation like 
the mild enduring ſaints, who riſes greatly 


over human ſufferance, and looks to a brighter 


worlds for peace, ſhe meekly bowed her 
head, ſaying, in enfeebled accents, © the cup 
my father gives me I ſhall not refuſe ; help- 


leſs came I into life, and helplefs ſhall I leave 


it, the bitterneſs of fate is now exhauſted; 
and the world and I have done with one ano- 
ther; it can vex no more; never, no never 


will J quit theſe ſolitary ſhades, and though 


Jam denied the precious duſt of my St. 
Clair to reſt on, and embahn with tears, here 
wilt I meditate. upon his worth, until our ſpi- 


rits are united; then no cruel mother can ob- 
A 11 | tiude 


* 


me > 


116 THE. RUINS OF | 
trude, nor part us, and we ſhall be at peace: 
Oh! generous Avondale, be a father to my 
orphan babies, and ſave them from the wrongs | 
of cruel power—a Juliet will reward you.” 


She then gave the children to his arms, 
and conjuring him to inſtantly conceal and 
remove them, with'a compoſed dignity which | 
ſeemed ſuperior to the bitterneſs of afflic- | 
tion, ſhe retired, SR 855 the —_— 
0 en ws | Rer. 5 M 


Ard Avondale, whole heart was ſenſible 
of the children's danger, ſhould their birth be 
diſcovered by their grandmother, before pro- t 
per methods were taken, to declare it pub- 3 
licly, and ſecure their rights, reſolved inſtantly 0 
to remove them to London, and by laying 
their hereditary claims before a court of juſ- 
tice, oblige Lady St. Clair to reinſtate them 
in the title and poſſeſſions of their illuſtrious 
and ill fated father, whoſe death he ſhould 
have doubted, and believed the report fabri- 8 
eated by his mother, to promote ſome ſecret 1 
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deſign, but that all the public prints announc- 
ed the loſs of the veſſel, and the names of 
paſſengers on board, among whom the Earl 
of St. Clair, and | the Rev. Mr. Menville. He 
determined alſo to haſten back to Avondale, 
as he ſuſpected ſome unwarrantable meaſures 
being uſed to force Lady Juliet to become the 
wife of Sir William Brandon, as a letter from 
her mother to Lady Glenroy requeſted, ſhe 
would by no means, nor on any pretence 
whatever, ſuffer her to quit the caſtle, until 
her arrival, which would be ſpeedy as W 

1 1 1 fed theſs 16105 
tions, took a kind leave of Mrs. F itzaubin, 
and with the infants weeping, who won- 
dered at the confuſion they beheld, ſtepped 
into the carriage. ordered by Mr. Fitzaubin, 
and for a time bade adieu to that manJon- of 


ORs and ſorrow. . 
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CHAP. VII. 3 5 6 
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HE grief of the widowed Ethelinde w wWas r 
of that ſilent, dangerous nature, that ad- E 
1 mits not of conſolation, but with Now ſubtlety h 
1 undermines the conſtitution, and reduces the £ 
ſufferer to the brink of death, or a melancholy 4 
1 derangeinent; ſhe breathed no murmur, ſhed = 23 
T4 no tear, nor diſtreſſed her friends by una- . 3 
Voailng complaints; every hour was ſpent in 0 
prayer, but thoſe in which ſhe attended e 
Fitzaubin, who long remained i in a aeg 1 


condi ition. 
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At their deſire ſhe would take nouriſhment, 2 
in compliance with their wiſh, ſhe would re- dr 
tire tec 


WR * of 
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tire to bed; in all ſhe was humble, meek; 
and obedient, and though her ſuffering frame 
lingered upon earth, her every thought was 
in ferener regions, and-her friends beheld her 
as we view a roſe, which withers while we 
enjoy its fragrant ſweetneſs, and ſoon 1 is loſt for 


ever. 


She affected not rapture at the approach 
of death, but repoſing on the gracious pro- 
miſes of divine mercy, awaited it with pious 
patience, as the only friend that could afford 


her undiſturbed peace. Her friends no lon- 
ger intereſted her, ſhe conceived her influ- 
ence deſtructive to all, and, if allowed, would 


have fled to the ruins; and there reſigned her 
anguiſhed'ſpirit alone: In ſhort, ſhe had done 
with the world, and every thing in it, and no- 
thing could engage her even for a moment. 


She had, with Marcella, one evening, 
watched in the chamber of Mr. Fitzaubin to 


a very late hour; it was midnight—all was 


dreary and fad — only a lamp glimmerecf 
ny in the chimney, and the wind whiltled 
enn "2 
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8 
3 4 
* 
i% 


120 THE RUINS OF 


ſhrill through the leafles trees which ſur-- 


rounded the quiet dwelling; at length the 


83 


filence was broke, the latch of the wicket- 


gate was ſhook ; they liſtened, it was ſhook 
again, and on opening the caſement, a low 


voice tremulouſly pronounced, © E thelinde!” 
A ſenſation reſembling fear agitated the bo- 


ſom of Marcella, who retiring from the win- 


dow, ſaid, it was only fancy; the hour was 


gloomy. © The hour is happy!” anſwered 
her friend, “tis Athwold, calls his Ethelinde, 
Hark! the wind is huſh'd, he calls again.“ 


The name vas indeed repeated in a ſtronger 
key, the blaſt grew calm, ſhe heard it more 


diſtinctly, and ſwift as lightning deſcended, 
- Marcella following, though with trembling 


ſteps; at the wicket ſtood the figure of a 
youth, pale as death, leaning on the paliſadoes, 
and on their approach again exclaimed, © my 


Ethelinde !” A. fudden guſt of wind extin- 


guiſhing the light, Marcella yielded to the 
weakneſs of the moment, and ſhrieking, re- 
rated to the houſe ; 5 while Ethelinde A _ 
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ger now entered, and laying a cold trembling 


W betrayed ach weakneſs. 


factory to the reader to account for the modeſt 
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palled and calm, opened che gate; the ſtran- 


band upon her arm, aſked if Juliet Arundle 
was forgotten. No, faid Ethelinde quietly, 
though in a diſappointed tone, “no, but I 
thought my ſainted Athwold * and I was 
haſtening to him. 


* we W » 2 * F . 9 
1 n 
e - <P e ; A : £ 

8 F at n , 


TIA ED 
2 34 * BY £ 
wrt, 2 2 * », 


De TE 


R 
r 
7 55 
3 
* * n 
a" © Coo wok. 


Lady Juliet, (for it was her attired in the 
habiliments of Lord Avondale) hearing her 
friend ſpeak in ſuch-a wild manner, naturally 
conceiving her intellects deranged, made the 
beſt of her way into the hall, where ſhe found 
Mrs. Fitzaubin adminiſtering drops to her Ml 
afffighted--fiſter, who felt much confuſion . 3 | 9 


While the ladies in Mes. Fitzaubin's Hal! ñ 
are compoſing their ſpirits, it may be ſatiss- k 


Lady Juliet aſſuming an attire fo little be- 
coming the delicacy of her ſex, and alſo her 3 
appearance at ſo late an hour, alone a un- A 


122 THE RUINS OF 4 

When ſhe had a little recovered from the ] 
firſt ſhock, occaſioned by the death of her be: 
loved brother, on whom ſhe had ſo fondly | 
depended for protection from oppreſſive vio- 
lence, all her anxiety for the dear widowed 
Ethelinde returned, and ſhe reſolved to tranſ- _ | 
fer to her and children all that portion of af 1 
fection, of which the departed Athwold could 
no more be ſenſible. IniÞatient to know how 
ſhe ſuſtained the fatal ftroke, on leaving her 1 
chamber ſhe inquired for Lord Avendale, 
2nd: being told he had ſuddenly diſappeared, 
ahd that none of his family knew where to 
ſeek him, ſhe felt a degree of uneaſineſs un- 
accountable even to. herſelf, and ſhe was ha- 
ſtening to Mrs. Fitzaubin's, as the moſt pro- 
WE bable place to gain the wiſhed intelligence, 
1 when Lady Glenroy informed her, with ſar- 
WE caftic reſpect, that the could not grant her 
permiſſion to leave the caſtle. High ſpirited 
and impatient of controul, ſhe demanded by 

what authority ſhe was impriſoned. Sens 

BE which her Ladyſhip, without. deigning 

| anſyer, preſented her mother's letter. * 
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Lady Juliet, convinced reſiſtance would be - 
vain, aſſumed an eaſy indifference on the oc- 
caſion, hoping, when unſuſpected, to elude 
the vigilance of Lady Glenroy, and never 
more enter the caſtle, as ſhe had a painful 


preſentiment that a combination was formed 
to deſtroy her my for ever.. 


* - 


She was isdulgisg the ittufive! hops: of | 
. eſcape, and arranging an innocent plan 

quiet retirement, with the widowed he 
linde, when in all the gloomy pomp o 
magnificence, Lady St. Clair-and Sir William 
Brandon arrived, with their reſpective reti⸗ 
nues: Her mother ſhe received with ſilenk 
duty, but turned from the fawning ſalute of 
Sir William, with all the chilling ſcorn. ſhe 
felt, and on being commanded to reſpect him 
as the future guardian of her life, with a firm- 
neſs peculiar to her nature, declared her ab- 
horrence, and that ſhe would endure every 
evil that could be inflicted, ſooner than plight 

her faith to a man. devoid of every honelt . 
e deſtitute of every ſpark of honor, 
8 G-2 one 
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bium and ſhame in which the moſt infamous 
practices had involved himſelf. 


Lady - St. Clair ordered her on her duty to 
be filent, nor provoke her to enforce that 
power which could make her execrate ex- 
iſtence; told her, ſhe was not ignorant that 
her diſlike to Sir William originated in the 
falſthoods fabricated by that abandoned fatal 
Merch, who had been the primary cauſe of 
0 her unhappy brother's death ; bade her be 
warned by his deſtiny, to avoid a parent's 
| malediction, and the conſequences of diſo- 
| Sedience. «© You may contend,” added her 


know me reſolute, and by the power that 
formed me ſuch I will be obeyed, though it 
ſhould ſend me childleſs to the grave!“ 


\ - *T am your daughter, Madam,” replied 
WE Lady Juliet, can alſo be determined, and 
WE have chat within me, your unfeeling power 
| —_ | can 


one who would meanly take advantage of a 
mother's power, to plunge her in the oppro- 


Ladyſhip, ce but every thing is prepared, you. 


3 
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can neither reach nor conquer; I am born in 
Britain, can claim the privilege of freedom; 
and will aſſert the dear prerogative; I reve- 
rence you, Lady St. Clair, as my mother, but 
| defy the arrogated: authority that would de- 


prive me of the deareſt rights of nature, and- 


doom me to a life of lingering wretchede 
neſs.” 


Paſſion choaked the power: of utterance 
in Lady St. Clair, ſhe had never known ſuch 
oppoſition, and aimed a blow: which might 
have proved moſt fatal: to her daughter, but 
haſtening from her preſence, ſhe took refuge - 
in her. 6wn chamber, and in a few minutes 


heard the bolts outſide faſtened, and tho key” i 


taken ds 


Her foirir now forſook her, and yielding 


to all the agony of reflection, ſhe beheldhers 


ſelf in the remembered ſituatian of Ethelinde; 5 


only with the ſad addition, that there was 


none within theſe walls either with ability or 


inclination to effect her deliverance.: Lord + 
64 Ke 
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Avondale ſhe believed on ſome pretence to 
de ſent purpoſely from the caſtle, yet as ſhe 
_ enumerated her difficulties, ſhe felt her for- 
titude revive, and her reſolution ſtrengthen, 
never to become the wife of Sir William 
Brandon, I 


Several days elapſed, and ftill ſhe heard 
nothing ; food was brought by her maid, who- 
could 'only weep for the ſufferings of a miſ- 
treſs ſhe loved, without being able to offer 
any other proof of her fidelity and attachment. 
At length a letter was preſented from her 
mother, informing her, every thing was pre- 
pared, and next day appoiated for the cele- 
ration of her nuptials, adviſed her to be 
1 calm, nor attempt reſiſtance, elſe a ſcene of 
1 horror, never to be forgotten, would enſue: 
Tue faithful attendant's report corroborating 
the letter, Lady Juliet believed it more than 
a chreat, and ſcarce ſenfible that a word eſ- 
2 caped her lips, cried, © What, what good hea- 

vens, what am I to do? © HH 


LY = 
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127 
ce If your Ladyſhip could but venture,” ſaid 
the poor girl, “if you could but venture along 
the ramparts to the weſt tower, and then have 
courage to deſcend by a rope ladder, one of * 
the warders, that has a kindneſs for me, and 
dearly loves Lord Avondale, would, by a 
ſecret portcullis, conduct you over the more ſs, 
I have ſpoke to him,” continued the good 
creature, © before I would give your Lady- 
ſhip a hope, and he adviſes you to dreſs in 
mens clothes, he begs pardon, but he can furs 
niſh you with a ſuit, given him by his Lord- 
ſhip, which will fit.“ | 
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Tis needleſs to ſay the heart of Lady Juli. 


bounded at the propoſal ; the plan was in- 
ſtantly arranged, and having received parti- 


cular directions from her maid, at the aps + 
pointed hour ſhe fearleſs deſcended the bak 
cony ourſide her window, and ſafely reached 
the turret. On the agreed ſignal the warder 

appeared, with the clothes, when dreſſing hers 
ſelf with all Pofnible ſpeed, ſhe followed: her 
kind deliverer, and leaving her purſe will 
kim when outſide the gates, ſwift as the paſ- 
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ſing wind ſhe flew acroſs the park, and break- 
ing through a ſhrubbery, clambered over a 
low part of the wall, and when nearly ex- 
hauſted by terror and fatigue, arrived at Mrs. 
Fitzaubin's, and was admitted in the manner 
already deſcribed. 


— 


When her Ladyſhip's ſpirits were a little 
compoſed, and ſne had offered the tender 
conſolation of friendſhip to Ethelinde, whoſe 
altered appearance, and melancholy calmneſs, 
filled her with unutterable anguiſh, with viſt- 
ble emotion, ſhe inquired for Lord Avondale. 
Mrs. Fitzaubin in a few: ads related her 
huſband's misfortune,” and the cauſe of his 
Lordſhip s abſence, adding, ſhe was now in 
bhourly expectation of his arrival: Soothing 
1 5 indeed was this intelligence to Lady Juliet, 
UE who, while ſhe felt the moſt animated grati- 
tude and admiration for his generous zeal for 
her brother's children, indulged the pleaſing 
hope, that on his return he would alſo defend 
her from the violence of a crys] mother. 
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Mrs. Fitzaubin embracing her- Ladyſnip 
with all the warmth of friendſhip, felt a pain- 
ful ſenſation in reminding; her, that ſhe was 
by no means ſafe under. her roof, for as it was 
known at the caſtle. ſhe honored her with - 
viſits, moſt probably their firſt * would. ; 
would be directed there... 
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With a Se lich, Lady. Juliet allowed the - 
propriety of the. ſurmiſe, and claſping her 
hands, ſhe cried in: agony, “ Oh! my friends, 
ſave me, guide me, or 1 ſhall be retaken, and. 
driven to deſperation. Many. plans were - 
adopted, and as quickly rejected, from being 
liable to diſcovery, until Marcella propoſed 
the refuge of the Priory Caverns, which ue 
believed ſecure from the obtruſion of every 
one, and for centuries. unexplored by mor- 
tals, except Ethelinde ang herſelf, whom cu- 
rioſity had induced to. d&ſcend-.and PE 
hem. 0 


Lady Juliet ſhudderedat the-ides, iW 
Was no alternative, and. ſhe ſubmitted, yet 


* e 
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could not refrain from ſaying, ſo gloomy an 
abode would appear ſtill more dreary, by 
being alone. 


« You ſhall not go ad faid Ethelinde, 
who had hitherto ſat filent, and apparently in- 
different to all around her, © you ſhall not go 
alone, I will be your companion, the ſolemn 
ſadneſs of the place will ſuit my anguiſhed 
Fpirit, I ſhall reſt at laſt within theſe: gloomy 
ruins, and only vifit them before the filent 
hour of everlaſting peace,” 2 
Her words and penſive look wrung the 
boſom of her friend, and burſting into tears 
Me cried, My deareſt fiſter, Oh! exert 
yourſelf, live, live for me, live for your chil- 
uren, the children of our ſainted Athwold.” F 


- L - 


6c No, oy rites: Ethelinde, with the Game 

| . «no, I have reſigned them; Lord 
Avondale will be their father, you will be 
their mothet, and I have nothing in them, nor 


end. - Do you not then, my Ethe- 
3 wm - linde, 
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1 linde, feel a pleaſure 1 in your Juliet” s ſafety ?*\ 
f « My heart is dead to pleaſure,” ſaid ſhe, 
« alike inſenſible to joy and ſorrow; every 

fear, every hope, every expectation, all are 

„ huſhed, loſt in the devouring deep — the 
„ watery tomb of Athwold—all—all is gone 
I have ſought him in every ſcene, yet can- 

not find ht tor all is loſt to Ethelinde for. 


) 
1 
1 ever.“ | a 
t 


Finding every argument to give her: 
thoughts a. happier turn prove unavailing, at. 
the united requeſt of Mrs. Fitzaubin and her 

- ſiſter, Lady Juliet deſiſted, and enen for 
8 _ n to the Priory. 
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CHAP. VIII. 


\ 
\ 


HE firſt rays of the ſun were beginning, 
[or to break through the melancholy dawn 
** and diſperſe the miſty vapours of a cold Oc- 
5 tober morning, when the fugitive Lady Ju- 
+ het and her diſconſolate companion, incum- 
bered with a load of little neceſſaries, arrived 
3 at the Priory ruins. It is almoſt needleſs to 
remark that the caverns now choſen for a re- 
treat, were thoſe diſcovered by Ethelinde, in 
one of her viſits to that favorite ſolitude, and 
being afterwards examined by her and Mar- 
cella, they occurred to the mind of that young 
7 [4 . as a ſecret refuge at leaſt, until the pro- 
8 tection of Lord Avondale could be claimed 
* * Jae the perſecuted Julict, 
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On entering the paſſage which led to the 
dreary habitation, her. Ladyfhip's heart felt 
cold and fad, and with trembling. ſteps. ſhe | 
followed Ethelinde, who, with a light in her - 
hand filently deſcended the long winding ſtair- 
caſe, and ſoon reached the; centre cavern. . 
T hey: were ſpacious, damp, and ghaſtly, and 
and receiving from the pale glare of the light 
additional gloom, chilled the blood of Lady: + 
Juliet, and impreſſed her mind with the maſk 2" 
W horror. $33 Sy 
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On one ſide appeared a long vaulted” apar 23 
ment, which from ſeveral heaps of moulder | 
ing bones that lay in different places, might = A 
have been ſome centuries ago a repoſitory for 3s "MN 
the bodies of departed monks. Lady Juliet $I 
_ cloſed her eyes, on the g gloomy ſcene, and b 
ſhrunk back, while Ethelinde taking her hand, 
ſerenely ſaid, Why ſtart, the ſtare muſt: be | 
our own.” and led her through a range of in- 
teriour caverns, until they reached one Which 
being of ſmaller dimenſions, appeared leſs 2 
dreary and more ** here they de- 1 1 
polite? 
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Me. Fitzaubin. His wife was within attend- 


outrage, which certainly was as indecent as 
- _ *unwarrantable in a gentleman's houſe, and 
might occaſion very fatal conſequences, as her 


ous illneſs; added, ſhe would willingly fatisfy 
= any reaſonable demand, but muſt Low . A 


4 kur nos or 

-poſited their things, and here reſolved to take 

up their reſidence, until Providence vouch- 
tated. a happier — 


Moſt fortunate was it for Lady Juliet that 
ſnhe left Mrs, Fi:zaubin's fo early, for ſcarce an 
hour had elapſed before Lady St. Clair, Sir 
| William FHrandon, and-a numerous train 'of 
domeſtics, Burſt violently into the quiet dwel- 


"ling, and rudely ruſhed through every apart- 


ment until they reached that in which lay 


ing him, but Marcella with a dignified com- 
poſure, which ſeldom forſook her, requeſted 
they would ſtop, and relate the cauſe of an 


Þrother was ſlowly recovering from a danger. 
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Unheeded was the mild remonſtrance by 


the exaſperated Lady St. Clair, who being 


rendered ſtill more furious by the oppoſition 
to her will, commanded her attendants to 
force the door, and ſearch the room: She was 


| withes on the head of her innocent child, and. 


owing to her mother having ordered to call 


repaired to the room, but quickly returning, 


herſelf from the window, for it was open, and 
: the not un her room. Lady St. . 5 


f 


a few moments the caſtle: became a ſceneof | 
- confuſion. Every corner was ſearched in E 
vain, Lady: St. Clair vowed- the could not 3 
eſcape without aſſiſtance, and was ordering; a 
Wo: - ; carriage | 


obeyed, and when the ex pectation of finding 
her daughter was diſappointed, with the rage 
of a fiend ſhe imprecated rheg moſt bitter 


ruſhed enfrenzied from the houſe. 
That Lady Juliet was 3 fo ſoon, was 
her at an early hour. Her maid accordingly 


with well counterfeited ſurprize wrung her 
hands, crying, her Lady muſt have thrown 


alarmed, Sir William affected deſpair; and in J 
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carriage to purſue her, when Lady Glenroy 
ſaid, as ſne uſed frequently to viſit a Mrs. 
Fitzaubin's family, on the borders of the foreſt, 
moſt probably ſhe was concealed there. That 
was enough for the furious mother, and in the 
manner deſcribed ſhe obtruded on the quiet 
family of Mrs. F iczaubin. bs 


- On hays return to the caſtle ſhe diſpatched 
meſſengers. in various. directions, hoping as 
ſhe was on foot, to overtake her before ſhe _ 
could reach the neighbouring town, and: pro- 
cure more ſpeedy conveyance; and, during 
their abſence, beguiled her impatience by 
1 däeviſing methods of future puniſhment, ſhould. . 
1": th ®- ſhe ever more be in her power. 
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MMeantime lingering and ſad paſſed the tedi- 
ous day with the dejected Lady Juliet and her 
* and when the ſhades of night had in- 
volved all in darkneſs, Ethelinde ſtole. from the 
cavern, as well to procure intelligence as con- 
vey proviſions and clothes, to. ſhield them from 
xc} g cold and. damp. vapours of the 
„ 1 night; 
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night; ſhe was then informed of Lady St. 

Clair's viſit, and alſo, that a peaſant kad re- 

ported having ſeen. a chaiſe with one gentle- 

man in it, drive up one of the avenues of the 
caſtle, which Mrs. Fitzaubin hoped might 

be Lord Avondale, but counſclled Ethelinde 
by no means to let Lady Juliet, depend, or 

venture out on the ſurmiſe, aſſuring her, if it 
was indeed his Lordſhip, moſt likely he would 
call there, and ſhould ANDY be directed 
to the ruins, 


Abſorbed in grief as was the heart of Ethe- 
linde, to ougbt concerning herſelf, ſomething : 
like a ray of hope faintly beamed upon her 
mind, that relief was drawing near her friend, 


and having loaded her poor enfeebled frame | 


with the a coverings ſhe could 1. dect, 
and her pockets with ey e ſhe haſtened 
to Lady Juliet, who, during her abſence, had 
endured the maſt ſuperſtitious terrors, and 
would not. be perſuaded but that ſhe had.heard 

the ſound of paſſing feet reverberate thro the 
| haba cavern. Ethelinde ſhook her head, ſay - - 


« 8 ing, Eg 
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ing, it was the effects of ſolitude and fear act- 
ing on her buly fancy, and to cheer her ſpi- 
its related her pleaſing information; it in- 
deed gave her thoughts a brighter turn, and 
erafing every gioomy impreſſion, her Lady- 


ſhip paſſed the night in unexpected repoſe. 


With fond and anxious impatience ſhe 
reckoned every paſſing hour next day, and 


through the apertures of the vaults, with the 
hope that it might be a meſſage from her 
friends, or perhaps Lord Avondale hin lf. 
At length her watch informing her that even- 
ing approached, every ſweet idea forſook her 
boſom, and expectation yielding to diſap- 
Pointment, ſhe became as ſilent and dejected 
as her ſad companion, who, with a view ro 
re· animate her ſpirits, propoſed a walk round 
the Priory. Willing to Teviſit a more cheer- 
ful ſcene, and reſpire a purer air, Lady Juliet 
*confented, and having wandered feveral times 
through the ruins, they ſeated themſelves on 
. corner of a broken 8 to indulge a 
: *; facred 


liſtened to each murmur of the wind breaking 
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facred calm, which ſtealing over their ſenſes, 
ſweetly harmonize the foul, and ſoothed it to 
ſomething like divine compoſure, N 


The veil of night had not entirely obſcured 
the brilliant face of day, yet the dewy ſtar cf 
evening glittered brightly, and the moon ri- 
fing in ſilent ſplendor, diffuſed her ſoftened 
beams over the ſequeſtered ſpot ; the breeze 
ſcarce moved a withering leaf, the melancholy 
bird was mute, the humming world retired 
to reſt, and even the moving ſpirit of creation 
creeping o'er the froſt beſpangled graſs, could 
ſcarce be heard; all was huſhed in ſolemn 
ſtillneſs, nor did the friends attempt to intet- 
rupt it; the thoughts of Lady Juliet were 
fixed on Avondale and earth thoſe of Ethe- 
linde on St. Clair and heaven; each was en- 
joying the beloved contemplation, when a 
foot was heard among the ruſtling leaves. 5 
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cc Fear. not, tis nothing but the paſſing 85 
breeze, ſatd Ethelinde, while Lady J uliet f 9 
| clung to her neck; the ſound returned, con- 

wats | tinued 5 1 
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f 


tinued, and ſoon a groan of agony iſſued from © 
the chapel: Lady Juliet gaſping with terror, J 
would have forced her friend to retire, but L 
gently reſiſting, ſhe cried, * Stay, one mo- ; 
ment ſtay, methinks —“ ſhe ceaſed, and . 
pointed to the cloiſters, when a figure ap- -„ 
peared gliding lowly along; when it reached { 
the laſt arch, it ſighed, looked mou nfully up, 7 
and turning round made towards them, b 
It wore the reſemblance of a tall majeſtic | \ 
ö wan, the hair hung looſe, the garments were n 
deranged, and as it approached the boſom . 
ſeemed to heave with ſighs of deep and bit- C 
ter anguiſh; Lady Juliet beheld it advance | N 
ben the pale ſhade recalling a brother to fe 
her view, uttering the moſt frantic ſhrieks, % tl 
the flew for refuge to the cavern. L 
5 The form af 4 a ſtood viſible E. 
before Ethelinde; no fear alarmed her boſom, W 
no terror ſhook her frame; but impreſſed with „ 
ſacred awe at. an appearance ſo loved, ſo ho- © 
bored, from, the dead, linking on her knees, _ Ce 
| "a. | 


4 
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and gazing on the pale dejected countenante 


ſhe would have ſpoke, but the figure waving 
its hand, looked diſizinfully, and retreating 
diſappeared behind the cloitters. 


Cold as the monumental ſtone on which 


ſhe knelt, ſhe remained, until Lady Juliet, 
agonized with various terrors, too torturing to 
be ſuſtained, once more ventured from the 


cayetn, and advancing to the proſtrate Ethe- 


linde, would have raiſed her. She looked 
mournfully in Lady Juliet's face preſſed her 


1 


trembling hands, and meekly ſaid, as if ſhe 


could have anſwered the inquiry, «© Why did 


my Athwold's ſhade reproach me? Was it 
for delay? Ahl how ſad he looked! Would 
that I were with him! Oh! that my wearied 


ſpirit were at peace, and could rejoin him! 


Bleſt meſſenger of joy he comes!—"" He 


did indeed, for again the figure appeared, 


which when Lady Juliet perceived, on the 


very brink of diſtraction ſhe dropped the hand 


hand of her friend, and re- an che 
caverns. 
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Ethelinde was ſtill kneeling, and as the 


form of Athwold drew near, * out 
her hands with fervour ſweetly. ſolemn ſhe 
exclaimed, © Bleſt ſpirit of my fainted love, 


what wouldeſt thou with thy widowed Ethe- 
linde? Oh! comeſt thou, gracious worſhipped 
being, to reprove me for uakind delay ?— 


Dear melancholy ſhade ſtill hover near me, 
and ſoon I'll follow thee, my bright conductor, 
to thy fair realms of N and light.“ 


* 


The figure now viewed Ck a piercing 
look—retreated—then returned—when ſtart- 


ing, as if from ſome ſad re collection, with in- 
dignant ſcorn exclaimed, « Falſe, falie Ethe- 
linde Ps and was diſdainfully retiring. Ethe- 
linde 5 boſom was the faireſt ſhrine. of virtue, 


the felt the confidence of innocence, and knew 


that no inhabitant Of. heaven: could accule her: 
As the form of Athwold retreated, ſhe ad- 


vanced, and, ere it could ieſcape her, graſped. 


2 ſubitance, and crying, Tenn art mortal! 


aha at his fret. Ei in 7 


: ſtrate on the earth, and Lord St. Clair hang 
ing over her. A wild expreſſion of blended, 
. anguiſh and indignation appeared in his pale 


At. her breaſt, and Bothwel ſtood behind him, 


mourned his loſs, and worſhipped his memory 
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On returning reaſon, ſhe found herſelf pro- 


countenance, the point of his ſword trembled 
reſtraining his arm from the threatened * 


She gazed. diſtractedly om the power 
of utterance failed, and every ſenſe became 
imperfect, yet {till a faint ray of recollection 
broke on her confuſed mind; the remem- 
bered that her huſhand was reported dead, 
yet ſhe beheld him armed againſt her life, 
felt - his; dagger at the kindly breaſt that had 


with a holy warmth of adoration ; her re- 
flections could not be endured, the view was 
madde ning „and ſhe felt entranced in horror, 
when tearing the covering from her W 
babe. ſhe ſented to-court the fatal: blow. 
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and che laſt lingering with that bound him 
td a loathed exiſtence, was a deſire of ven< 
geance. 


te Forbear, my noble friend,” cried Both- 
wel, ſtill holding his determined arm, “ for- 
bear, nor ſtain your ſword with the polluted 
ſtream of a loſt woman — leave her to the fate 
of infamy, and ſeek a vengeance that will 
de : wound her boſom than your dagger 8 


pope” 
* Why ſtop me?“ cried St, Clair, diſcon- 


ſolately dropping his ſworn, „Is this my 


welcome home? Oh! J am loſt for ever 
my wife !—my wife !—W ould, would indeed 
Dake I had periſhed!”? 


The Wel the voice, the words of Ath- 


. wold, ſtruck the heart of Ethelinde, My 


life, my huſband hear me!“ faid ſhe, cronies 
ing on her knees to his feet, © but hear me, 
Athwold, liſten to your Ethelinde!“ She 


graſped his cold trembling. hand, and would 


have 


. 
1 
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have preſſed it to her quivering lips, but her 
touch, her figure, ſeemed to have revived his 
rage, and reſentment for ſeizing her by the 
beautiful hair, which had fallen around her 
ſhoulders, with relentleſs fury he daſhed her 


lovely form upon the rugged ſtones, and 
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ruſhed in ſeeming deſperation from the ruins. 
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Stunned by the violence of the ſhock, for 
2 time Ethelinde remained inſenſible, but her 
recollection being reſtored, all the accumu- 
lated miſery of her fate burſt upon her mind. 
She had believed her huſband dead, and had 
lamented him with a grief ſo pure and facred, ⁶ 
that it prepared her ſoul for heaven; but now 
to know him reſtored to life, yet loſt to her 
for ever; to be ſpurned from his boſom like 
ſome noxious weed that would empoiſon; to 
be accuſed of crimes, and to know he would 4 
have plunged a dagger in that heart where 
fat unrivalled his own loved image, unleſs Mw 
prevented by the man ſhe knew her bittereſt 
enemy; it was beyond the ſtrength of human 
ſufferance, and, but that a ſenſe of duty to her: ⁵ 
. Yet, IT. H __. » Ga: 


WY UT RI App 


— 4 1 — ; 
5 1 n 
* * ? I I 85 


146 THE RUINS OF 


ſelf devoted, ruſhed unbidden on eternity :— 
Laying therefore her poor diſtracted head 
upon the ſtones where St. Clair had thrown 
her, forgetful ofall, and now indifferenttoevery 
thing, ſhe reſigned herſelf to her deſtiny, truſt- 
ing death would ſoon remove her to a better 
world, where her ſincerity and ſufferings 
; ould be accepted and rewarded. 


The piercing froſt ſoon chilled the ſlow 
H circling current of her blood, and benumbed 
ber exhauſted frame, and a total ſuſpenſion of 
every faculty filled up thoſe hours, of which 
7 her mind retained very confuſed traces; for 
W when Lady Juliet, racked with the moſt ſuſ- 
penſive horror for her fate, at the return of 
n ventured once more from the cavern, 
and called Ethelinde, ſhe ſtarted as if from a 
fearful dream, and inquired how they had 
gquitted their retreat fo early. Lady Juliet 
viewed her with compaſſionating anguith, and 


WW little wondering at her mental derangement, 


W in fence ſupported her to their gloomy 
1 . ade 


God reſtrained the ſacrilegious deed, ſhe had, 
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abode, when having adminiſtered ſome re- 
viving drops, and by rubbing her hands and 
temples, renewed the vital warmth; ſhe kindly | 
endeavoured to recall her abſent ideas, by 
converſing of Lord Avondale, Mrs. Fitzau- 
bin, and her own concern. At length, to - 
her great ſatisfaction, ſhe ſucceeded; a reflec- 
tive ray burſt on the mind of Ethelinde ; ſhe 
remembered having ſeen her huſband, and 
alive, and that he had rejected and caſt her 
off for ever, and for the firſt time ſince his 
ſuppoſed death, ſhe burſt into an agony of 
tears, and in the moſt moving heart-rending 
manner bewailed her wretched deſtiny, and 
related what paſſed between her and the de- 
ceived unhappy St. Clair. 
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The tears having relieved the heavy preſ- 
ſure on her boſom, and calmed the tumult of 
her paſſions, ſhe ſpoke with compoſure, ſo 
very reaſonably, and gave ſo perfect a detail 
of the occurrences of the night, that Lady 
Juliet, though ſhe at firſt liſtened as to the 
wild delirium of a fevered brain, at length 
er | H 2 became 
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became confuſed and ſtaggered, in her own 
opinion, and in a kind, yet doubting voice, 
_ aſked Ethelinde, if ſhe might believe her rea- 
ſonable, and if St. Clair was really in exiſt- 
ence? Repeating the aſſurance with the ut- 
moſt exactitude, and without the leaſt varia- 
tion, conviction reached her, and in the moſt 
endearing manner ſhe told Ethelinde, her 
ſorrows drew near a cloſe, and but that ſhe 
| feared her brother, directed by that dark be- 
* trayer Bothwel, might have left the caſtle, ſhe 
U would haſten to it, and reſtore every thing to 
| order and happineſs, but as ſhe might only 
precipitate herſelf into her mother's power, 
and be plunged in irremedible miſery before 
| ſhe could claim his protection, and be re- 
moved, ſhe implored her, for her ſake, to en- 
. = dure a little longer, and haſten to Mrs. Fitz- 
8 aubin's for intelligence. 


U 1 Ethelinde viewed not circumſtances in the 
* cheerful light of Lady Juliet, but unwilling 
d depreſs her reviving hopes, with flow and 
WW feeble ſteps ſhe ſer out for Mrs. Fitzaubin's. 
1 SY She 
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She had not proceeded far before ſne met 
Marcella, haſtening on her way to the ruins. 
The intelligent countenance of Ethelinde ſoon 
informed her that her heart was full, and ſhe 
liſtened with attentive patience to her narra- 
tive, though little ſurpriſed, and then reſuming 
the diſcourſe, communicated the following 
particulars. 


Mr. Fitzaubin, for the firſt time ſince his 1 
accident, having ventured down to the par- 
jour, was e with his wife and ite 7h 
and regreting the unhappy fate of the amiable 
Ethelinde, when a knocking at the gate, an- 
nounced a viſitor; hope whiſpering it was : 
Lord Avondale, Marcella haſtened to receive 
kim, when, to her diſappointment a ſtranger,” W 
rather rudely entering, demanded whether a = A 
perſon named Fitzaubin did not reſide there! 
She was about to reply, when a gentleman = 
appeared, whoſe reſemblance to the portrait of 
Lord St. Clair, in Ethelinde's poſſeſſion, rivetted 
her to the ſpot, and TROY the POO: of 
utterance. 
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His form was elegant and oraceful, and his 
countenance, though pale and dejected, beau- 
tiful and commanding; on Marcella he caſt 
a penetrating look, and exclaiming in a low 
pitying voice, © poor creature!” followed his 
companion to the room where Mr. and Mrs, 
Fitzaubin were ſeated. 


Marcella a little recovered, from her con- 
ſternation, could not help indulging the ſweet 
idea, that Lord St. Clair ſtill exiſted, and was 
comg to bleſs her poor friend with merited 
NF ſelicity; to certify this cheering hope, ſhe at- 
W tended the ſtrangers to this parlour, and beg- 
ged they would be ſeated, but totally un- 
| heeded was her politeneſs by him ſhe conceiv- 
dd to be Lord St. Clair, who upon entering the 
* room caſt a fearful glance around, and then 
fixing his eyes on Mr. F itzaubin, his com- 
plexion became ſtill more pale, a cold dew 
| ſeemed to hang on his brows, and he ſtag- 
gered againſt the wall, while his boſom 
heaved with internal agony; thrice he eſſayed 
to ſpeak, and thrice the words unuttered ſunk 


8 
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on his quivering lips. His friend, on per- 
ceiving him unable to articulate, advanced to 
Mr. Fitzaubin, who appeared under painful 
confuſion, and demanded, in a haughty tone, 
whether a Miſs Barry had not reſided under 
his protection for ſome time. The queſtion . 
was in vain repeated, he continued ſpeechleſs; 
and his wife ſhocked at beholding an emotion 
ſhe could in no way explain, gazed in won- 
dering ſilence, while Marcella, the leaſt em- 
barraſſed in company, replied, that Miſs Barry 
had honored them with her ſociety for ſeve- 


ral months, but was now on a viſit. — 


With a ſmile, which the gentleman in- 
tended ſhould be very expreſſive, bowing, he 4 
thanked. her for the information, but added, 
he muſt ſtill obtrude on the taciturnity of Mr. 
Fitzaubin, to learn, whither Miſs Barry was 
the former Ethelinde Martini, whom he ſa I 


honorably diſtinguiſhed with preferrence un- 


der the name of ere at Mrs. eee 
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The amiable Marcella, now reduced to a 
worſe condition, if poſſible, than either her 
brother or ſiſter, appeared ſtupified and im- 
moveable, until her attention was recalled by 
Lord St. Clair, who, a little recovering, came 
forward, and with a dignity. which even an- 
guiſh and dejection could not leſſen, ſaid, as 
their conſcious diſtreſs evinced at leaſt a ſenſe 
of ſhame, he would not increaſe their viſible 

_ confuſion by further interrogation, only re- 
queſted that gentleman (pointing to Mr, Fitz- 
aubin) whom indeed he knew not how to 
name, in gratitude for a forbearance which 
could not be forgotten, would oblige him with 
Lord Abondale's addreſs, as he was the only 
perſon who could direct him to n ſtill * 
a claim on his care. 190 
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Overwhelmed with tenfold perplexity Mr. 
Fitzaubin remained unable- to utter a ſingle 
word, which awakening the embers of reſent-- 
Ul ment, long ſmothered in the boſom of Lord 
St. Clair, with riſing indignation he added, 
. * — to be his favorite ſub- 


terfuge, 
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terfuge, from merited chaſtiſement; but that 
when he had ſettled an account with Lord 
Avondale, he would not find the mean eva- 
ſion always excited the ſame degree of com- 
paſſion. Taking the arm of his friend, with 
a diſtant bow he then quitted the room, Mrs. 
Fitzaubin would have detained him, but over- 
come by the fad variety of her A” ſhe 
could only utter, © Ethelinde is —“ and fell 
lifeleſs into the arms of her agonized huſband. 
Marcella followed to the hall, and ſinking on 

her-Enees conjured him in mercy to liſten to 


her. Her innocence of aſpect and meek de- 


meanour touched his heart; a moment he 
| ſtood irreſolute, his noble nature was yielding, 
and he had happily complied, but the arch 
_ fiend, Bothwel, dreading explanation, bade 
her practiſe ſyren arts on thoſe who did not 
know her, and forcibly led the * RAY = 
St. Clair from the houſe, | 
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When Marcella returned to * „ hi : 


found her ſiſter recovering, and gazing in her A 


huſband's face with 1 nope ns = 
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tears at length relieved her, when preſſing his 
head to her throbbing boſom, ſhe cried, Oh! 


Henry, hadſt thou never left theſe peaceful 
arms, how bleſſed we had been! She ceaſed, 


and even regretted the mild reproach had 


_ eſcaped her, when the ſenſible Marcella pali- 
_ ating matters by every gentle means in her 
power, comforted her ſiſter, ſaying, ſhe had 
nothing to dread, from Lord St. Clair's re- 
EY * to her brother, who would have liſ- 


= -tened diſpaſſionately to an explanation but for 


the dark betrayer, Bothwel's interference, 
and that ſhe was certain every thing would 
conclude in the moſt happy manner, could an 


1 interview be procured with his Lordſhip in 


the abſence of that ſubtle ſerpent, ſo long 
cheriſhed in his unſuſpecting boſom. 

'T heſe aſſurances a little compoſing her 
Spirits ſhe became tranquil, and conſented to 
her huſband waiting on Lord St. Clair next 
morning; and it was to relate theſe circum- 


4 ſtances that the friendly Marcella, was na- 


: ns to the ruins, when ſhe met the much 
wronged 


= +>, 
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wronged Ethelinde, who, returning with her, 
adviſed Mrs. Fitzaubin to inſiſt on an inter- 
view with St. Clair, if at the caſtle, and with- 
out addition or extenuation, diſcloſe every 
particular reſpecting her, Lord Avondale, and 
himſelf. 


Unwillingly ſhe was obliged to liſten to the 
grateful effuſions of Mrs. Fitzaubin, for her 
generous concealment and conduct towards 
her huſband, and having promiſed a viſit in 
the evening, to hear the reſult of Mr. Fitz- 
aubin's embaſſy to Lord St. Clair, ſhe took 
her leave, and haſtened back to the anxious 
Lady Juliet, who was awaiting her return 


with a degree of torture which almoſt n 
her brain to madneſs. ll 
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CHAP. IX. 


N e to the' cavern, Edvelinde 
vas much aſtomſhed to find Lady Juliet 
Rada on the upper ſtep of the ſpiral ſtair; 
ſhe trembled violently, and her countenance 
diſplayed the moſt impreſſive marks of hor- 
ror and deſpair; on the approach of her friend 
ſhe wildly claſped her hands, and wringing 
them in agony, cried, in a voice ſcarce intel- 
ligible from its tremor, © Fly, my loved, de- 
voted friend, ruin hovers round thee here, the 
power of darkneſs reigns, and thou art doom- 
ed to death. Oh! haſte, leave me to my fate, 
5 abjure theſe ruins, and never, never more ap- 
A Sy them—my mother—Bothwel—mur- 
3 oh Ethelinde !——Oh! my brother! 
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She ceaſed, and appeared ſtruggling wich 
inward convulſions, when Ethelinde, ſhocked 
at her agony and incoherence, though indif- 
ferent and careleſs of herſelf, claſping her in 
her arms, replied, © Moderate your fears, my 
deareſt Juliet, what joy, what privilege has 
life, to tempt me to deſert my friend in the 
hours of anguiſh and danger? Loſt to my 


Athwold, death has no longer terror, it wears 


an angel's ſmile, in my idea, and is the meſ- 
ſenger of peace to my long tortured ſoul; then 
be compoſed, my friend, conſider my forlorn 


condition, and you will own, that I ſhould 


bleſs the kindly hand that figns my paſſport 
to a better world: No, Juliet, 1 will ne rer 


leave theſe ruins while they afferd you ſnel- 


ter.” © Then,” replied her Ladyſhip, fran- 
ticly, * you force me on my fate, I will haſten _ 
to my morn and, driven to deſperation, 
welcome ruin,” 1 N 


Alarmed at her raſh 1 Ethelinde _- 
threw, herſelf between her and the paſſage, and 


4 ene to be directed * her will, 25 | 
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vailed on her to deſcend the cavern; when 
Lady Juliet informed her that Bothwel and 
Lady St. Clair had been there during her ab- 
| ſence, and though a fear of being diſcovered 
herſelf deterred her from approaching ſuffici- 
ently near them to diſtinguiſh the particulars, 
was certain Lady St. Clair mentioned her 
marriage, and that the reſult of the infernal 
conferrence was, dooming her to immediate 
death, and from what ſhe could gather, it was 
determined by poiſon, 
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Ethelinde received the intelligence with l 
perfect calmneſs, and until interrupted by t 
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Lady Juliet urging her departure, appeared 
buried in Waun thought. I have pro- 

miſed, ſaid the poor ſufferer at laſt, J have 
promiſed, and in obedience to your wiſh will t 
comply, though I believe it next to impoſſible n 
to avoid the deſtiny prepared for me. -= 


Lady Juliet, miſerable while ſhe ſtayed, p 
I then led her to the entrance of the paſſage, b 
1 and ing — the — to guide and ut 
: blefs * 
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bleſs her, entreated ſhe would inflantly leave 
Avondale, and. requeſt Marcella to come to 
her, that they might conſult how to ſeek her 
brother, and awaken him from that fatal de- 
luſion in which the envenomed influence of 
Bothwel had involved him. 


<« Farewell, then,” faid Ethelinde weeping, 
ce farewell, my deareſt ſiſter, and moſt valued 
friend, when brighter hours ariſe and bleſs 
you with that portion you deſerve, ſometimes 
vouchſafe a thought on a poor wretch who 
loved and reverenced you; and tell your bro- 
ther,” continued ſhe, her voice ſinking weak- 
er, © tell him I have ever loved him in purity 
and truth, that it was not in the power of his 
unkindneſs to eraſe the dear remembrance of > 
the treaſured affection with which he once 
made me fo happy, and that ſo far from re- 
proach, even in this bitter hour my lateſt 
breath ſhall reſpire in bleſſing him, and in 
praying that his next union may be more 


bleſt, more fortunate, than mine, formed. | 


under kinder auſpices, and no falſe friend, nor 
* 3 . cruel 
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cruel mother, interpoſe, to blaſt his innocent 
enjoyments. — His children! —— Oh! my 
friend, let him not reprohate their unoffend- 
ing innocence, though he has diſclaimed their 
wretched mother, and ſhould they bear re- 
ſemblance to her, Oh! be it in that humble 
duty and affection which her heart will che- 


riſh even to the hour of death: Again then, 


fare thee well, my deareſt Juliet.“ 


The heart of Lady Juliet ſunk within her 


at this ſolemn parting, it ſeemed predictive 


of a laſt adieu, and though ſhe was entreating 


her to go, ſtill preſſed her cloſer and cloſer 


to her anguiſhed boſom ; at length forcing 
themſelves from the arms of each other, Lady - 
Juliet returned to her ſolitary abode, and 
Ethelinde, with flow lingering ſteps to leave 


the ruins; ſhe had, however, proceeded no 


* farther than the chapel, when ſtopping, to take 


a farewell look of a place, oſten contemplated 


with a degree of reverence and delight, ſne 
| beheld a lady and gentleman approaching. 


Their 


>” 


— 
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Their pace was quick already they had 

reached the cloiſters, and by a ſudden move- 

ment ſeemed to have obſerved her; a nearer 

view of their perſons brought fad conviction 

—they were no other than Lady St, Char and 
Mr. Bothwel. 


A fenfation of horror ſhook her whole 
frame, her heart beat low and languid, and 
ſhe meditated inſtant flight. But whither, or 
how could ſhe turn? A retreat to the cavern 
would diſcover Lady Juliet, and expoſe her 
to the vengeance of her remorſeleſs mother, 
without the ſmalleſt ſecurity to herſelf; to 
paſs them was impracticable, for even could 
the eſcape from Lady St. Clair, Bothwel un- 


doubtedly would overtake her feeble ſteps. 


Seeing therefore every avenue cloſed upon. 
her, ſhe meekly raiſed her eyes to heaven, but 


had ſcarcely reſpired Father Almighty,” 


ere her arm was rudely graſped by Lady St. 
Clair, a darkened horror fat upon her ſtern 


brow, her eyes glared malignantly, and every 


feature : 
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feature was deformed by the baneful paſſions 


which warred within her barbarous boſom. 1 

« Ves, tremble, perjured wretch,” ſhe cried, 0 
ſhaking her with rage, © yes, tremble, for { 

|| your hour draws near, nor ſhould an angel V 
| ſnatch you from my vengeance, though per- * 
|| dition's burning guip yawned ready to receive tl 
„ me; too much are you diſtinguiſhed in your 1 
1 fate by dying Athwold's wife: Oh! blaſted P. 
. be the ſound— the hour but I am calm—this tr 
L hand gives retribution to thy ſoul, and de- ye 
| ſtroys the torture of my lite, by laying you in ch 
the duſt: You vowed never to be the wife of St 

St. Clair—Oh ! the thought is madneſs. fer 

This, then, to ſend you to your great account, ſto 

and anſwer for a crime, that plunged an angel ip! 

| in black reprobation; this, then, repeated ſta 
1g ſhe, taking a phial from the ſhaking hand of le 
W  Bothwel, while with the other ſhe drew a piſ- par 
i tol from her pocket, © now to ſpeed you on the 
| your way, if there is a heaven, and you poſſeſs me 

a virtue, it will meet reward. dea 


averted this dark hour: Yet, Madam, let 
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That deſire of life ſo powerful in the hu- 


man breaſt, even when ſorrows multiply and 


calamity is ſtrongeſt, 'made the poor victim 
ſhrink from the approach of death in ſuch a 
violent form; and that impulſive principle 
within which ſtartles at deſtruction, and the 
thought of forcing the warm ſpirit from its 
mortal priſon, induced her to kneel and ſup- 
plicate for mercy. © Spare me,” cried ſhe, in 
tremulous accents, © Ah! Madam, ſpare me, 
yet a little longer; though life no more can 
charm me, I would not periſh by the hand of 
St. Clair's mother; think, you yourſelf muſt 
fee] the pang of diſſolution ; muſt paſs the 
ſtormy ſea on which you force my trembling 
ſpirit in unexpected moments, and in a future 
ſtate of being mult anſwer for a deed ſo pity- 
leſs, that even redeeming grace will ſcarcely 
pardon: I no longer pleaſe the eye nor charm 
the heart of Athwold; he diſclaims me, ſcorns 


me, caſts me like a poiſonous weed from his 


dear boſom, and never more will own me 
Oh! Athwold, Athwold, thou might have 


1 
5 
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me live, my few remaining moments let me 
Hve.“ 


ce Tis mulic to my ears!” interrupted 
Lady St. Clair, with favage exultation, © and 
confirms my purpoſe—you plead in vain— 
take then, quickly take this deadly potion, 
without more delay, elſe the bold deed my 
foul hath * my arm ſhall inſtantly Per- 
form.” 


Ethelinde {till continued in her lowly poſ- 
ture, meekly raiſed her lovely eyes to heaven, 


and reſpired a ſilent prayer, then ſaying au- 
ably, © Father of Light ſuſtain my parting 


ſpirit!” ſhe received the fatal draught ; thrice 
the phial reached her trembling glips, and thrice - 


' revolting nature drew it back; again ſhe rail- . 
ed it, her eyes were fixed above, the earth 
receded, a view of brighter regions dawned 
upon her guiltleſs ſoul, and in an ecſtacy o 


heavenly triumph ſhe drank the potion, even 


Wi to the bitter dregs. No fear, no gloom ap- 
_ HT red upon her beauteous face, every ſoft 


feature 


es 
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5 feature wore its uſual charm, and a ſweet ſmile 
like thoſe with which impaſſive beings cheer 
a dying faint, illumined her angelic counte- 


1 nance. 
i 25 
3 Now that the deed of darkneſs was beyond 
2 recall, and regiſtered in everlaſting annals, a 
y feeling ſomething like remorſe ſtung the 
- blackened boſom of the murdereſs, and a 
ghaſtly horror deformed her whole viſage ; 
yet {til the fiend prevailed, and viewing the 
5 - fair victim of her ruthleſs vengeance, ſhe ex- 
1 claimed, © Sink with thy proud ambition to 
1 thy native ſhades, and lie in cold corruption! 
g Now my rage is ſatisfied, for never can infant 
- = ſpring from thy loathed meanneſs, to diſho- 
FE nor my illuſtrious anceſtry, or ſtain the name 
ſ-. B +» of St. Clair with diſgrace,” 
ed «© Woman thy ſoul is ſnared,” replied Ethe- 
O linde, in an enfeebled voice, © the fiend that "i 
en tempted thee to deeds of cruel murder, now = | 1 
P- triumphs in thy guilt, and mocks thy diſap- 2 
oft pointed VENgEance ; for, learn, I bore two* © 


wm - | | \ beaute 9 N 
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beauteous babes to my St. Clair, who till 5 
ſurvive to bleſs his days, inherit his dear vir- 133 
tues, and lament a murdered mother! ” WM tb 
| 7 {t 
A frantichorrornow ſeized the burning brain th 
of Lady St. Clair, her eyes gleamed diſmal 1 
fire, every feature was convulſed, and clenc- in 
ing her hands, ſhe ſhrieked, © Where, where, W. 
Oh! ſwift avenging God, where are they?“ W 
me 
« Far, far beyond your reach,” ſaid Ethe- ſi 
linde, in low dying accents, ““ far beyond your tun 
power, ſafe in the care of heaven and the pro- ch! 
tection of a friend, who will 8 them he: 
every ile their birth can claim. Wh 
28 . fro! 
Eo 4 "Black deſpair was gaining faſt on Lady | fs: 
St. Clair's tortured. ſoul, a ſoul which ſhe in EV 
ein had polluted with the horrid crime of poſ 
murder; already it was turned into a hell, 
Ae the deluding demons that hired her to E 
the deed, mocked her calamity, and gnawed ful i 
her with remorſe; ſhe threw 2 ghaſtly ſtare fron 


of wild reproach on her abandoned accom- 
| plice, 
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ke Bothwel, and curſed his treacherous con- 
cealment, when with dreadful imprecations 
he proteſted his ignorance of the circum- 
ſtance, which though the only words of truth 
that had for long fallen from his diſſembling 


| lips, they were diſcredited, and with bitter 


invectives they were accuſing each other, 
while the ſweet victim of their mutual crimes 
was haſtening to the realms of reſt. No tre- 
mor ſhook her innocent frame, a benignant 
ſmile faintly beamed upon her lovely fea- 
tures, diſplaying mental triumph, though the 
chillneſs of death pervaded every vein ; her 
heart beat low, and a heavy ſtupour over- 
whelmed her ſenſes, while objects receded 


from her fading fight; once ſhe looked up, 
_ ſighed, ſcrenely cloſed her eyes, and ceaſing: 

to reſpire, her gentle fpirit ſunk in ſoft re- 
poſe. | 


Bothwel continent gazing on the beatti-: 25 


ful inſenſible until interrupted by a command 
from Lady St. Clair to remove the corpſe to 


the caverns; her brain was whirled to mad- 905 
8 neſs: T4 
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neſs: © Hide,” ſhe cried, in wild incohe- 
rence, © hide it; deeply hide it in the cold 
receſſes of the earth, it blaſts my tortured 
fight—Oh! that look—it ſinks me to perdi- 
tion—Ethelinde murdered—murdered to no 
purpoſe but my ſoul's deſpair : — Her chil- 
dren, Athwold's children will inherit — Oh! 
my burning brain! — my heart! — What is 
remorſe? What is this gnewing of my {pirit? 
Twas never felt before !—No!—Now I am 
murdereſs — Oh! Ethelinde, couldſt thou 
ſpeak—Sad victim to no end but my deſtruc- 


tion, and thine own eternal peace, already has 


thy laſt prediction reached my ſoul. Oh! 
Bothwel, Oh! my fon! my fon !—Swift bury 
her, before ſhe tells above that we have ſent: 


her there ;—The ſea is ſtormy—Oh ! Ethe- 


linde, did then a cup of poiſon make it ſmooth 
to thee? Ah! if it can, without the aid of a 


quiet conſcience, you, relentleſs Bothwel, that 


ers ſo quickly, haſten with a draught 
to me. 


ys F Let 


— — * 


brink of error, view, in the loſt condition of 


Bothwel raiſed the poor pale object of her 
inſatiate revenge in his arms, and trembling 
under the ſenſeleſz burthen, deſcended the 
winding ſtairs, and laid the cold form in che BE 
centre chamber of the caverns; returning then 
to Lady St. Clair, by entreaty, pe rſuaſion, i 
and force together, he conducted her to ne | 
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Let the trembling being, irreſolute on the 


Lady St. Clair, the fatal effects of bad pro- 
penſities indulged, and retreat before too late; 


Guilt is inſinuating and progreſſive; its firſt 


inroad upon the human mind is faint, appears 
as nothing, yet imperceptibly betrays, and 
leads to irretrievable deſtruction: Moſt of all 
let the human mind beware and cruſh the 
riſing ſeeds of unjuſtifiable pride, and falſe 
ambition, nor let mortality never hope to 


profit by a ſin, that drove an angel from his 
native heaven. 


Lady St. Chair, at lenght exhauſted by her 
torturing emotions, threw herſelf on the 


ground, and remained in ſilent agony, while 


vol. 11. I caſtle 
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170 THE RUINS OF 
caſtle, when ſhe was attended to bed in the 
ſtrong delirium of a violent fever; yet it was 
not wholly remorſe for the blackeſt action 
that can diſgrace humanity, which ſo inſtan- 
taneouſly and deeply affected her, as to de- 


range her mind; no, the bad heart will trem- 


ble without relenting; her conſcience was too 
hardened, too long innured to meditate on 
miſchief, and execute the moſt attrocious 
deeds, which could in any way promote her 
deſigns; but when ſhe found the purpoſe de- 
feated for which ſhe had bid defiance to 
every human law, and ſcrupled not to imbrue 


her hands in the blood of innocence, the bit- 


terneſs of her diſappointment awakened re- 
flection, and the voice of murder ſtriking on 


her ear, and reaching her heart, inſpired. 
ſome feeling like remorſe, which uniting with 


paſſion and deſpair, turned her brain to the 
abode of agoniſed diſtraction. 


* 


5 | 8 CHAP. 
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LOW and ſad were the ſteps of Lady 
Juliet, when, having parted from her be- 
loved friend, ſhe returned to her dreary ha- 
bitation, now rendered ſtill more diſmal by 


the abſence of that ſweet companion, who, 


though: ſunk in melancholy herſelf, had ever 


kindly cheered her deſponding ſpirits, and 
beguiled the heavy hours of half their late 


guor. | | : * 


Anxious for the fate of Ethelinde, impa- 
tient to hear more of her brother, and to be 
gladdened by news of the beloved Avondale, 
ſhe waited the appearance of the 1 


Marcella; ſhe had prayed, meditated, wea- 
1 — 0 ried 
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ried herſelf with weeping, and ſtill no Mar- 
cella arrived; even expectation was almoſt 
expiring, when ſhe reſumed her accuſtomed 


ſeat on the ſtair, to watch her firſt approach. 
She had been in that ſituation but a ſhort 


time, when ſhe fancied ſhe heard an indiſtinct 


murmur of human voices; ſhe liſtened, the 


ſound continued, but ſtill no one appeared, 
and ſhe was ſuppoſing it only imagination, or 
the ruſtling of a bleak wind through the hol- 
low caverns, when a heavy ſtep confirmed 


her idea: Prudence whiſpered her to retire, 


when ſwiftly deſcending ſhe retreated to her 


cell, which, without being ſeen herſelf, com- 


manded a perfect view of theſe lower regions. 


But what heart can conceive her ſenſations 
on beholding the dreaded, the deteſted Both- 


wel! A ſhriek had inſtantly diſcovered her, 
but that was choaked in the horror of ſeeing 
him bear in his arms the inanimate form of 
her angelic friend. | 


Helaid it on the earth, raiſed it again, then 


+ ag it to his baſe betraying heart, and 
5 having 


GY 
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having imprinted many kiſſes on the beaute- 
ous face and ſnowy boſom, which, alas! no 


longer could ieſiſt the viper's touch, he re- 


moved it to a more interiour chamber, and 


departed from the caverns. 


« Murder!” ſaid the agonized Lady Juliet, 
crawling on her knees towards the body, 
« Murder and death at length, my fainted 
friend, have laid thee low, and dooms— Oh! 
Avondale—Oh! Athwold! Arthwold !—Akh! 
She had now reached the breathleſs 


Ethelinde, claſped her in her trembling arms, 


and while ſighs of anguiſh burſt from her ſor- 


rowing heart, ſne ſunk inſenſible on the cold 
unconſcious boſom of her beloved friend. 


Long ſhe lay happy in the abſence of ſenſe, 


for with her reaſon miſery returned, but even 


then ſhe moved not from the ſtill beauteous 
form, but continued to fold it in her arms, as 
if ſhe could have warmed it into life, by the 


kindly glow of her own friendly boſom. 


va. the ſhades of night were veiling 
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all around the Priory in awful darkneſs, no 
ſtar appeared, no moon vouchſafed to ſhine, 
but through the murky air a tempeſt blew 
tremendous, yet it added not to the horror 
of theſe caves; in that labyrinth of darkneſs, 


the warring elements were calm to Lady 
we Juliet's mind, who, by the partial gleam of 
13 | light her lamp emitted continued ſtill to gaze 
1 on the pallid features of Ethelinde. She 
heeded not the piercing cold, nor the loud 
northern blaſts, which blowing ſhrill and 
dreary through the hollow vaults, ſhook the 
mouldering ruins to their deep foundation. 


=_ | She was reclining on the kinkant.'of her 
= God, her lips preſſed to her cold cheek, when. 
F the ſoun of approaching feet aſſailed her 


ent, it drew nearer; ſhe raiſed her head, and 
beheld the figure of a man advancing through 
the arches leading to her cave; in one hand 
| be; firmly graſped a dagger, and in the other 


ore a glimmering light, She conceived 1 ic 
the 


2 4 * 

8 + * 

8 

* , 
- 


there reigned an everlaſting night, and even 


ear; ſhe liſtened fearleſs and almoſt indiffer- 
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the murdering Bothwel, come to quicken her 
departure to a better world, and, that ſhe: 
might not view his baleful viſage, hid her 
face in Ethelinde's neck, and was ſilently 
awaiting the fell blow, when a voice exclaim- 
ed, * Look there, Oh! righteous powers, and 
ſink yon villain to the centre this hour for 
vengeance, and the next—fordeath—and thee 


thou pale, pale wretch — ſtill living 1 in my 
wronged, ee heart.“ | 


The loved, the well remembered voice = 9 
made Lady Juliet ſtart, it was the ſtart of mo- © 
mentary pleaſure : — She looked kindly ups =_ 
Angels of grace!” eſcaped her lips, and ſhe -} 
| would have preſſed a darling brother in her = 
arms, but that his dagger ooinged to her breaſt; ; — 


the ſhrunk appalled, but inſtantly recovering, 


eried as ſhe tore the veſt of Avondale from 
her fair boſom, „Ves, ſtrike, barbarian: 1 Bf 
ſtrike, and prove thyſelf the ſon of her I once Ml 
_ revered as mother!” The dagger dropped 1 
from the trembling hand of St. Clair, his pale i 
wed grew yet paler, he ſtaggered, A Sake _ 
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ing at her feet feebly exclaimed, © Oh! God, 
my fiſter Juliet, and in Lord A vondale's at- 
tire!—In part, then, thou art wronged, my 
murdered, falſe, unhappy love,” continued 
he, gazing on Ethelinde in agony, “ yet how 
cameſt thou, Juliet, to theſe caverns of death 
and horror? Let me remove thee ?—And 
then to follow her I loved, though ſhe for- 
ſook me, forſook me for Lord Avondale, 
O'Connor, and a life of ſhame ; ſhe left the 


Eindly arms that would have ſheltered her for 
ever, the. boſom that adored her, and met a 


death, merited alone from my diſhonored 


Affection, compaſſion, and amazement, 


ſuſpended the power of utterance in Lady 


Juliet, while her brother perfectly uninter- 
rupted breathed out his deſpairing com- 
Plaints; her whole frame ſhook with agita- 
tion, ſhe heard the virtue of her angel friend 
zecuſed, and her memory covered with 
= ſhame, nor could ſhe vindicate her. wrongs 


ichout en the envenomed ſhaft of ſor- 


row 


bracing her, © thou art no huſband, why then 


from excellence to low diſhonor ?”? 


brother, fatal were your deluſions, yet more 
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row ſtill deeper in the anguiſhed heart of a 
beloved brother; ſhe knew him fatally de- 


luded, yet ſhuddered at the ee of 


undeceiving h him. 


The conflict was rending her brain, and 
undetermined how to act, ſne continued al- 
ternately to kiſs the lips of Ethelinde, and her 
brother's hands; at length in ſolemn yet pity- 
ing accents he demanded, how virtue ſtrict 
as hers could thus careſs impurity: Thou, 
my ſiſter, art no huſband, continued he, em- 


this fond regret for an unhappy woman, fallen 


The ſoul of Juliet could ſuſtain no more, 
her boſom throbbed with agony. Oh! Ath- | 
wold,” ſhe replied, read but my looks, and 
ſpare me the infliction of a pang; that rerids 6 
a heart which cannot feel an intereſt like 
yours, yet bleeds to hear—that can no more 
endure : Alas! alas! my poor unhappy - - 
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fatal ſtill muſt be —” She ceaſed, his ſoul 
was on the rack, he graſped her hand, looked 
with a calm deſpair, and cried, © My ſiſter 
ſpeak, I am innured to ſorrow, my purpoſe is 
immutable, the hour is paſt that ſealed my 
fate in ſpeedy death, fear not, then; I that 
have heard Ethelinde was inconſtant, and be- 
hold her breathleſs, have no future pang to 


dread!” 


te Alas! my brother, Oh! Athwold, Ath- 
wold!”” — 5 


« My Juliet ſpeak 1 —” 


« Then be firm, my brother: That lovely 
murdered victim of our mother's ruthleſs | 
- vengeance, was —” Innocent?“ inter- 4 > 
rupted St. Clair, his complexion changing to = 
the hve of death. © Yes—innocent!” added c 
; is ſiſter, © innocent as infant purity, which \ 
never knew a ſtain!” © Lived ſhe not with > 
© Avondale? ? and, Oh! diſtraction. Bright A 
as ker image ſhone within his breaſt,” re- 4 
ö - ſumed * 
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ſumed the generous Juliet, © and though wor 
ſhipped; venerated by him, ſhe never knew 
a ſentiment more warm than gratitude and 
friendſhip. O'Connor is the huſband of a 
charming woman, her friend and mine, and 
as his errors were renounced, Ethelinde pi- 
tied, pardoned, and concealed them, from a 
generous feeling for the wife; you, Athwold, 
the loved with ſuch a pure, a holy flame, that 
—” Enough, interrupted he, breaking 
from his ſiſter's feeble arms, and regraſping 
his ſword, © Enough, I that could have ſaved 
her, left her, mercileſs left her to her fate: 
Sweet murdered Ethelinde, I ſoon ſhall join 
thee Juliet, fare thee well!” „ Athwold!”? 
cried ſhe, with frantic ſtrength wreſting the 
dagger, and throwing herſelf on his boſam, 
« Athwold, yet live to ſave your Juliet=to 
preſerve your little ones—Ethelinde's little 
ones—hve to avenge us. both of that black 4 
viper, Bothwel!”” Live!“ repeated he, A 1 
eyes raiſed, and his cold hands claſped- in fl 
agony, © What a thought was that! Look © | 
| how that pale, pale angel pleads againſt Four 3 1 U 
"Mar: I 6 | FI: | J 
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yet I will fave you, my beloved Juliet; you 
was the friend of my loſt love, you ſhall be 
removed, placed in ſecurity, and then, —” 


A ſhriek from Lady Juliet interrupted him, 


Ethelinde, and every feature impreſt with 
conſternation, while in vain ſhe eſſayed to ar- 

7 ticulate; nor had he time to repeat his in- 
4 ih quiry of the cauſe, before a ſigh burſting from 
the boſom of Ethelinde, nearly reduced him 
to the ſame condition. The ſigh was ſaon 
repeated, ſhe opened her eyes, cloſed them, 
ſhivered, and again ſunk into an unconſcious 
Number, 


cold form and preſſed it to his burſting heart, 
as if he hoped to re- animate it by the kindly 
warmth of his own. He was bedewing her 
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* rapture, and Lady Juliet gazing in ſilent 
1 . tranſport, when a noiſe inducing them to look 
bad in a moment the  beuraping: Bothwel _ 
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he looked round, her eyes were rivetted upon 


St. Clair felt entranced, yet he raiſed the 
Fbale beauteous face with tears of ſpeechleſs | 


ſtood. 
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ſtood before them. Every reſentful paſſion 
now inflamed the breaſt of St. Clair, his eyes 
ſparkled with indignant fire, and urged by 
ſome impellent motion he graſped the ſword 
which. lay beſide him, and, but that Lady 
Juliet withheld his arm, would have transfixed 
it in the villain's heart; in the ſame mo- 
ment, with all the cowardly meanneſs of de- 
jected guilt, he fell upon his knees and im- 
plored his mercy. 


Spare me, ſpare me, cried the abject 
wretch, in hollow accents, with his lips qui- 
vering from the terror of expected retribu- 
tion, ** ſpare me, unconquerable paſſion for 
the bright object of your love firſt led me to 
enſnare you; ſend not then my blackened _ 
foul, with all her load of unrepented guilt; 
upon a world of ſpirits; let remembranee-- 
that I faved your wife, when urged to mur= {| 

der by your mother, plead -I never more can by 
pans = > W215 | nin 
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Hence then, thou traitor, from my 
. fight,” replied St. Clair, with fierce diſdain, 
ce hence then, while even contemptuous pity 
can be granted to thee ; my preſent moments 
are too precious to waſte one thought on thee. 
but ſhould we ever meet hereafter, I may 
vouchſafe to balance obligations, and tell 
thee what thou art, but now begone, nor con- 
taminate this preſence by thy vileneſs.“ 


The heavy load of infamy and ruin preſſed 
fearful on the darkened ſoul of Bothwel, and 
ſcarcely had he power to crawl from the feet 
of thoſe he had ſo deeply injured; at length, 
however, he reached a remote corner of the 
cavern, and while groans of guilt and horror 
were iſſuing from his hell tormented breaſt; .. 
Lady Juliet and her brother bearing his be- 
loved ee left the ee _—_—_ 


a 


The rain was falling thick and 3 and 
1 a0 wind blew cold and bleak, when fearing 
wal — -:<their united rigour would chill the feeble em- 
HA * of life, ſtill lingering in Ethelinde, Lady 

. 
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Juliet propoſed making the beſt of their way 


to Baſil's friendly cottage, as being nearer by 


a mile than Mrs. F itzaubin. Lord St. Clair 
moſt willingly conſented, and having wrap- 


ped his coat carefully around his wife, by the | 


hour of midnight they ſafely — the 
humble cot of Baſil Carr, 


All within that lowly dwelling were buried 
in the ſlumbers of repoſing induſtry, all but 
the ever watchful, ever diſcontented mother 


of the honeſt Agnes, who on hearing a loud 


knocking at the door, alarmed the family, 
when Baſil haſtily aroſe and admitted the poor 
trembling viſitors. Lady Juliet had been 
frequently at the cottage with Ethelinde, and 
therefore not unacquainted with the ſimple 
good natured inhabitants, though under her 


diſguiſe ſhe was perfectly unknown to the 


honeſt baſket-maker, who, on being told 


enough to excite all the generous feelings of 


his uncultivated nature, hurried his wife to 
make a fire, and then continued gazing With 
blended conſternation and ſorrow on the pale 

features 
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features of the ever regarded Miſs Barry. 


a glaſs of wine, formerly provided by his wife, 
tea, (a hixury to which ſhe had been a ſtran- 


ger while in the caverns) felt herſelf much 
revived, and with Agnes, who was now in- 


487358121 


Ethelinde to her apartment, and laid her in 
| bed. ER ht 


Though the fair ſufferer ſtill retained ſome 
faint ſparks of life, Lord St. Clair and his 
ſiſter trembled with apprehenfion for her rea- 
fon. Her brilliant eyes had entirely loſt their 
ſoft expreſſion, and every charming feature 


ſweetneſs, made a murmuring noiſe, when at- 
tempting to articulate, and though ſhe paſ- 
fively accepted every thing that was offered, 
appeared totally inſenſible to all around her. 
Agony wrung the deſpairing boſom of Lord 
St. Clair, as he gazed on her {till lovely tho' 
abſent 1 while Lady Juliet hung 
e over 
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With ſome perſuaſion Lord St. Clair accepted 


and Lady Juliet having drank a diſh of warm 


formed of her Ladyſhip's diſguiſe, aſſiſted | 


its animation; ſhe ſmiled with unmeaning - 


1 


f. 
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over the bed in ſilent anguiſh, ſhedding tears 
of unaffected ſorrow and regret. 


Early in the morning his Lordſhip diſ- 
patched Baſil for all the medical aid that could 
be procured around the country, and the poor 
diſconſolate Agnes being ſent to haſten Mrs. 
Fitzaubin and Marcella, he, with his ſiſter, 


8 watched the languiſhing moments of the more 
than ever adored Ethelinde. 


; 

4 CHAP. XI. 

. 

8 * 

E | O relate the various arts practiſed on 
1 Lord St. Clair, to impreſs him with 

4 ideas of his wife's infidelity, it will be neceſ- 
= fary to return to the period when Lady Juliet 
& releaſed her from the dungeon, in Arundle 


r ID Es, ; : | f Abbey 
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Abbey: His generous ingenuous nature al- 
lowed him not to ſuſpect the honeſty of ano- 
ther, particularly when that other was his 
deareſt friend and eſteemed confidant. - 


Ethelinde's eſcape from the abbey entirely 


diſconcerted Bothwel's miſchievous train of 


deſigns, as it not only fruſtrated the gratifi- 
cation of his deteſted pation, but by leading 
to a diſcovery of his treachery, expoſe. him 
to the vengeance of his much abuſed friend; 
for a conſiderable time he employed various 
emmiſſaries to purſue the fair fugitive, and 
when ſhe could no where be traced, he was 
deviſing means to ſecure his own retreat, and 
had left them to a happier fate than he pre- 


pared, when the black ſpirit which preſided. 


over his ways, to lure him to the gulph of de- 


ſtruction, again promiſed his villany ſucceſs, 


by diſcovering Ethelinde. 


II A ee erbat, the vile accomplice 
of his many crimes, unfortunately ſaw her 
one evening that ſhe returned from vifiting 


2 
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her little ones, enter the houſe to which Lady 
Juliet had directed her, and having commu- 
nicated this important intelligence to his maſ- 
ter, received orders how to proceed; before 


the anſwer of Bothwel arrived ſhe had left 


London, yet he introduced himſelf, and af- 


fected a violent regard for the daughter, who 


heſitated not to tell him, that Miſs Martini's 
letters were to be ſent there for Lady Juliet: 
This was beyond his hopes; and when that 
which Ethelinde diſpatched from Baſil's cot- 
tage arrived, partly by preſents and partly 
by promiſes of marriage, the deluded girl be- 
trayed her mother's truſt, who remained to- 
tally ignorant of her conduct, until too late to 
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prevent it, and then fearing to loſe the favor | 


of Lady Juliet, whoſe bounty was her chief 


ſupport, ſhe ſuppreſt her daughter's folly, and 


not having heard of Ethelinde ſince ſhe left the | 
houſe. This letter afforded Bothwel every, | 


information he deſired, yet he carefully con- 
cealed his ſecret from Lady St, Clair, until 2 | 
he could diſcover it with perfect ſecurity to 3 
his plan, and more advantage to his intereſt... 1 
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To be aſſured that Ethelinde continued 


there, he went privately to Avondale, during 


the ſummer, which happening to be at the 
time Ethelinde dand her friends reſided at the 
caſtle, the vanous reports whiſpered around 
concerning hr, though they tortured him 


with jealouſy, yet tended to accelerate his 
deſigns, in poiſoning the confidence of Lord 


St, Clair, by planting the thorn of ſuſpicion 
in his boſom reſpecting her conſtancy ; he 
therefore wrote, and informed him, that 
Ethelinde had treated him with the moſt 
marked diſdain, and ſhunned every oppor- 
tunity of ſpeaking, he found it impoſſible to 
prefent his letter to her: His next epiſtle 
acquainted him, that, aſſiſted by Lady Juliet, 
ſhe had privately quitted the Abbey, and. 


in 2 taken refuge—where—he could not preſume 
do mention, yet he had carefully watched her 
Cher condut—and much feared the young 
woman would prove undeſerving that high 
approbation with which he had ever honored 


ber; entreated he would be ſilent to his ſiſter, 
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William Brandon was then in the height 4 
his addreſſes, adviſed her to exert her author: 


oe 
AVONDALE PRIORY. 189 


true regard to his welfare, deeming an affec- 


tion for one ſo very inferior Jeropatory to 


his conſequence; and concluded his letter, 
beſeeching, with well diſſembled anxiety for 
his peace, not to place implicit faith in his 
information, as he partly ſpoke from com- 


mon report, and might alſo be led too far 


by a warm zeal and delicate regard to his 
wiſhes and honor, and hoped he would there- 
fore ſuſpend his judgment until his return, 
when he might decide for himſelf. 


The unceaſing diſdain and open abhor- 


rence with which Lady Juliet treated him, 
added to the diſappointment ſhe occaſioned 


by removing Ethelinde, and the fear of what 
ſhe might diſcloſe in future, ſo much pro- 


voked and alarmed his revengeful nature, that 


he informed Lady St. Clair of her having 
aided the eſcape of Ethelinde, and as Sie þ 


rity, and celebrate their nuptials, as chat 


2 not only engage her attention, but res 
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190 THE RUINS OF 
move her from the family, and deter her in 
future from encouraging the ambitious hopes 
of a low-born wretch, in an union with her 
brother, 


Lady St. Clair inflamed by reſentment 
againſt her daughter, eagerly adopted advice 
ſo ſuited to her own views and determinations, 
and on Lady Juliet's firm rejection of Sir 
William, accepted Lady Glenroy's invitation 
(who was in ſome circumſtances her confi- 


and better adapted to her purpoſes, than 
Arundle, which was ſituated in an elegant and 
populous neighbourhood. 


By theſe means poor Lady Juliet was en- 
| fnared, and the wiſhes of Bothwel promoted, 
by giving him another opportunity of ob- 
. Ferving the movements of Ethelinde ; but how 
8 © peat was the exultation of his black heart, 
3 3 when he diſcovered her in the houſe of the 
nominal Mr. O'Connor! That he knew 
WW would be « damning proof,” to Lord St. 
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dant) as Avondale was much more ſecluded 
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* 


Clair, and though conſcious of her-innocence, 
on that, and the evidence of the Apothecary, 
(whom he had ſuborned, and found a proper 
tool for his purpoſe) of her having lived with 
Lord Avondale, he determined to build her 
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Lord St. Clair. 


Satisfied with his diſcoveries, it may be 
remembered he ſoon quitted Avondale” Caſ- 
tle, and returning to Lady St. Clair, though 
ie concealed: the main ſprings, of his plot 
told her the train was laid that would induce 
her ſon not only to renounce Ethelinde, but 
to bleſs her for having preſerved him from 
ſo fatal a marriage. Elated with his intelli- - 
gence, ſhe renewed her promiſes of placing 
him in independence, and as he made a merit 
of wedding one ſo low as 1 aſſured 
him he ſhould name his owh terms the hour 
after he had diſſolved all her fears either by MM 
his marriage with her, or rendering her ſack - -- 
an obje & as St. Clair could not — 5 222 
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Meanwhile the amiable youth himſelf, re- 
duced by the artful letters of him he fatally 
ſuppoſed a zealous friend, to a condition little 
ſhort of melancholy diſtraction, was enduring 
every pang that a ſenſe of injured affection, 
pride, and honor could inflict. Sometimes 
her reminded repugnance and doubt of Both- 
wel's ſincerity gave rife to a hope, that ſhe 
might purpoſely throw a dark veil over her 
own conduct, to miſlead him; or might he 
not be a little influenced by a ſpirit of reſent- 
ment, or misinformed ; all within the verge of 
poſſibility he called to ſupport the idea of her 


| Innocence ; and in this hope he was ſtrength- 


ened by the amiable Mr. Menville : In him 
he found the ſenſible friend and ſoothing com- 


forter ; who entreated he would beware of. 


jealouſy, and baniſh every ſuſpicion that could 


leſſen his eſteem of her, who was the wife 


of his own election, and the mother of his 


children; recalled to his remembrance her 


unſhaken virtue on many trying occaſions, 


WE the purity of her ſentiments, and the artleſs 
WH affection ſhe had ever diſplayed for him; hint- 


- 
. "= 1 
. . 
* 
4 

* 

* 
* 

- 


PL Y 1 8 


AVONDALE PRIORY. 193 


ed a poſſibility that friends might be not only 
miſtaken and ſevere in their ſtrictures, but 


even falſe, and cloſed his mild remonſtrance 


with requeſting, as he valued future peace and 
felicity, to form his opinions by his own 
judgment, and abide by the evidence of his 
own ſenſes, when calm and unprejudiced. 


Lord St. Clair did not promiſe more faith- 
fully than he intended to perform and obey 
the injunctions of his honeſt friend, yet with 
an impatience that excited little ſurpriſe in 
the breaſt of his monitor, he wrote, and de- 
fired Bothwel to meet him at Harwich, when 
he would liſten diſpaſſionately to all his accu- 


ſations againſt Ethelinde, and concert mea- 


ſures how to obſerve her conduct unſeen and 
unknown: This was the very point to which 
Bothwel wiſhed to bring him, for well he 


knew, an open inveſtigation of circumſtances 


would as ſurely have diſplayed her innocence, 
as it would have diſcovered his baſe —_— 
and FOI 
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—_ THE RUINS or 
Elated therefore with his ſucceſs, on the 
appointed day he ſet out for Harwich, and 
arriviag in the hour that the packet boat was 
loſt, in the ſuppoſed death of Lord St. Clair, 
promiſed himſelf not only ſecurity: from de- 
tection in the paſt, but unmoleſted freedom 
to purſue his plans in future againſt Ethe- 


linde, and was pleaſing himſelf with the idea 


of poſſeſſing her free from every fear and re- 


ſtraint when a man entered, ſaying, two poor 


mariners who had ſaved themſelves by ſwim- 
ming after the packet ſunk inquired for a 
Mr. Bothwel. 0:2 fl J0 fla 

4 N 111 rr 03 1277108 5 


— Bis ln preſaged the unwelcome truth, 


he felt the airy ſtructure of his hopes decline, 


and before he could rally his ſcattered ideas 


ſufficiently to order the ſtrangers admiſſion, 
they were introduced, when to the confirma- 


tion of his fears he recogniſed Lord St. Clair 


and Mr. Menville, under the habit of ſea- 
men; they had been. in bed when the gale 
commenced, and leaping from it, in the ge- 

| neral 
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cular of her conduct, witneſs the effect his 
ſuppoſed loſs would have 222 her. 
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neral confufion of the danger, ſharched the 
firſt” clothes which came in heir 1 
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Set had his Lordhip eſcaped pencil 
in the waves, ere the ſubject neareſt his heart 
and dearer far than exiſtence, revived, and 
it occurred, that under the impreſſion 05 His 
being drowned, he might unſuſpected reſide 
near the dwelling of Ethelinde, and beſide 
making himſelf acquainted with every parti- 
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The embarraſſment and confuſion of che 
diſappointed Bothwel on his appearance, he 1 
kindly attributed to aſtoniſhment and plea- 
ſure for his ſafety, and having himſelf favored” 
the report, then in circulation, of his being 
drowned, he communicated his future inten- 
tions, which perhaps was the only circum 
ſtance that could poſſibly have recompoſed 


the agitated ny or We hypocritical TRE 
wel. 9 
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Mr. Menville being impatient to re-viſit 
his own quiet retreat, after a year's abſence, 


took an affectionate leave of his beloved 


pupil, at the ſame time kindly warned him to 


beware of falſe friends, and then croſſed the- 
country to Arundle. Meanwhile his Lord- 


ſhip, and the diſſembling Bothwel purſued 
their way to London. During the Journey, 
Lord St. Clair demanded every particular of 
Ethelinde's conduct; at firſt Bothwel con- 
jured him not @#aſk, not to truſt him; he 
might be miſtaken, miſinformed: His Lord- 
ſhip trembling with various fears, inſiſted ; 


when with theſe ſuppreſt ſighs, and forrowing 


looks, more fatal to reputation than the rudeſt 


blaſt of open accuſation, he on feared ſhe 


3 Was unworthy.” 


Lord St. Clair tranſported by his horrid 
| apprehenſions beyond the bounds of patience | 
and reaſon, commanded him, as he valued. his | 
friendſhip, to be explicit, and torture him no 
longer with ſuſpenſe. Then, and not till 


chen, with well diſſembled grief and reluc- 
cance 


: 7 8 95 _ a» .Ccc 
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ever, and gloomy vengeance for his wrongs 
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tance he declared her having lived openly 
with Lord Avondale, under the aſſumed name 


of Barry, aſſociated with two young women 
ſuppoſed his forſaken favorites, and after Ris 


deſertion, on the arrival of Lord Gletroy's 

family at the Caſtle, accepted the proctetion of 
Mr. O'Connor, in whoſe houſe, on the foreſt 
of Avondale, ſhe then reſided; appealed for 
the truth of his aſſertions to his Lordſhip's 
domeſtics, and the Doctor 
him during a ſevere illneſs. 


What intelligence for the good, the gene 


rous, the tenderly attached St. Clair! His 


wife, the mother of his children, whom he 


had taken poor, friendleſs and unknown, dif 
honored, and forſook him; the boſom in 
which he had repoſed his all of happinefs, had 
become the ſhrine of falſhood, infamy, and 


ingratitude: Peace, happineſs, honor, all 


were fallen with Ethelinde, all were loſt for 
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In this dreadful condition he arrived. "us 
London, when the vile deſigning. wretch, 
Botbwel, privately. repaired to Lady St. Clair. 
He found her in loud outrageous grief; 1 ſhe 
certainly felt a mother's pang, for, few had 
ſuch a ſon, yet more as the ambitious wo- 
man diſappointed of her hopes, and whoſe 
pride in life was humbled by his death; the 
information therefore of his ſafety was highly 
gratifying, and ſne welcomed Bothwel with 
every demonſtration of regard; but when he 
added that he had laid a plan for the deſtruc- 
tion of Ethelinde, with his Lordſhip, and was 
ſetting out to Avondale for that purpoſe: 
She loaded him with careſſes, gave him a 
large ſum of money, and promiſed to ald his 
deſigns with all her power, as ſhe. ſhould. be 
at Avondale Caſtle before him, to conchide 
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5 ſcious exultation under the 'maſk of well af-— 
p fected ſorrow, ſtill farther impoſed on his ge- 3 
nerous heart, a heart, which burning as it 
was with the deſire of vengeance, and tortu- 4 
] red with remembered wrongs and -rending Ml 
- _ diſappointments of its deareſt hopes, yet nobl 
- reſolved, conviction; ſtrong conviction ſhould 
- juſtifp! each future deſign, We them to the 
/ world, himſelf, and his God. 
1 | 
e In theſe different diſpoſitions, aſter Lord 
- Sc. Clair's recovery from a ſevere cold, oc- 
LS caſioned by the ſhipwreck, they arrived at 


> 2 the village of Avondale ; and on being con- 
ducted to a private room at the inn, Both- 
wel diſpatched a meſſenger for the Apothe- 
* cary, who, pre- inſtructed and bribed, con- 


le firmed all that his viper employer had before 
m aſſerted. Mr. Drugger, the Apothecary, 
1 was low born, and very little higher bred; 
5 his nature was mean, curious; avaricibus, and 
ar ſuſpicious, and even malignant when it could 
te promote any favorite ſcheme, or gratify any . 4 
1— : 1 paſſion; endowed with a ſmall i 
us 5 | . dare 
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ſhare of judgment, and ſtill leſs diſcernment, 
he certainly ſuſpected the modeſt Ethelinde 
being the miſtreſs of Lord St. Clair, and 
when Bothwel informed him he might pre- 

ſerve the honor of a noble family, inſure its 
endleſs gratitude, and promote his own inte- 
reſt, if he poſitively aſſerted that ſhe was ſo, 
he felt little heſitation, and that little A ſhine- 
ing doceur ſoon removed. Peril ou 


The tortured feelings of the noble St. Clair 
can ſcarce be conceived; in a ſtate bordering 
on the agony of diſtraction, ſupported by the 
arm of Bothwel, he ſtaggered to the manſion. - 
of Mr. Fitzaubin, there, bis horrid fears ap- 
parently met full conviction; every leading 
circumſtance; the confuſion of all, all were fa-: 
tal teſtimonies. that, he was diſhonored and 2: 
vretch. Thus was his noble mind progreſ- 
| Wl. ſivelxiled on from doubt to fear, from fear to 
LO ſuſpicion; and. from ſuſpicion to imagined 
1 1 wes his wife's nn 


1 
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Where is the fallen, the Toſt Ethelinde, 
eried he; as Bothwel forcibly led him from 
the houſe which could, he was conſcious, but 
too eaſily develop his baſe arts: Oh! 
where, whither, is ſhe fled? Yer let me ſeek 
her—ſee her—once agatn—one glance from 
my reproaching eye mult ſink her guilty ſpi- 
rit to the duft; there all will be forgotten.” 


Far was it from the with of Bothwel that 
ſuch an interview ſhould take place ; he knew 
the power of innocence, felt the cowardice 
of guilt, and trembled with the horror of 
detection, even when he believed himſelf 
the moſt ſecure. He refoiced ſhe was not 
then at Fitzaubin's, yet where indeed could 
ſhe be? Lord Avondale could not have her. 
at the Caſtle, the family were there; but he 
might viſit her at Baſil's cottage ; there je- 
| louſy ſtung his own heart, and, unknown to 
St. Clair, he reſolved to inquire next morning. 


During the time theſe reflections were 
_* paſting in his mind, the unhappy huſbamt, 
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half frantic, was repeating his deſire to ſeek 
the ſuppoſed guilty Ethelinde, and ſo very 
deeply were they immerſed in their own 
ideas, that, heedleſs which way they went, 
they had wandered from the beaten track, 
and found themſelves near an entrance to the 
eaſtern wing of the Priory Ruins. Here 
leave me,” exclaimed St. Clair, „ this 
gloomy ſcene well ſuits my maddening brain, 
here leave me till the morning, when you 
bring Lord Avondale to give me death or 
- vengeance.” At the moment a thought oc- 
cCurred to Bothwel, that he might leave him 
4 there, and diſcover whether Ethelinde was at 
\ Baſfil's cottage, he therefore pretended to ſet 
out for the caſtle, and left St. Clair to rumi- 
nate alone. 


During his abſence he wandered through 
the ruins, and was about to leave the chapel [ 
by the cloiſters, when two figures ſeated on | 
the ground, at no great diſtance, attracted — 
his notice: He knew not terror, feared no I 


"2 bad ſpirit, nor had wronged a good one ; the A 
| | - living 15 
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living only were his foes, of, them he had a 


horrid certainty ; fate had levelled ; its moſt : 


empoiſoned ſhaft at his peace, and Echelinde 
had ſped it to his forlorn boſom: \The figures 
moved not, he drew nearer, nearer ſtill, and 
in the beautiful countenance of one inſtantly 
recogniſed his fair ſuſpected wife, with Lady 


6?—b— £7 4b 


Julier in the habit of Lord Avondale, re- 


* 9 
L537 1-3 L435: » 


cliuing on her neck. 1 


F 
3: E 


It may be remembered, that at his ap- 
proach, his ſiſter believing him the ſpiric of 
her brother, fied. to the cavern, I Ethe- 
linde with a gloomy delight remained t, to con: 


template the beloved form of him, her ſoul 
adored : But what were the ſenfarions of St, 
Clair? He knew the clothes: of. Li ord Avon- 
dale, they were the uniform of a. hunt to 
which he belonged, that and corroborating 

eircunitances, all tended to juſtify the helicf” 
that it was his Lordſhip in, ſecrer guilty dal- 


liance with his faithleſs wife; yet he knew 
Lord Avondale generous. and brave, and 


6 £4 +£ FLXI4 


would he, like an be, coward, fly, By 


4 


leave 
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204 THE nvivs or 
leave the too lovely victim to his fury and 
deſerved revenge? Yes, for he had betrayed 


{ 

| 

the honor of his friend; and guiit can render j 
the boldeſt ſpirit, the ſtrongeſt arm, puſilla- t 
nimdus and nerveleſs as the cane K f 

| Theſe reflections crowded tumultuouſly in 

his burning breaft, while indignation, love, h 
ſhame, and reſentment, all united to wring his tc 
tortured ſoul to madneſs. A moment he ſe 
gazed, diſdain and pity ſtruggled at his heart, = 
when ſeeing her about to ſpeak, he retreated; ar 
but no ſooner had he quitted her preſence, fe 
than a ſoft remembrance of her former gen- ed 
tlenefs and worth ſtole upon his mind, and ſol 
he admitted, notwithſtanding all, a poſſibility, of 
if not of perfect innocence, at leaſt of ſome TT 
palliating circumftances, and he regretted not ext 
having g given her an opportunity to offer ror 
them; he therefore determined to return, and he 
if ſhe could offer no juſtification, bid her | 
farewell for ever. Immediately he put his de- -2£ 
ſign in execution, but dark was the friendly rejo 
ſtar of Ethelinde in that moment he reach- Baſi 


W * - 
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ed her as Lady Juliet was attempting to raiſe 
her. The view was inſupportable every 
ſtormy paſſion revived, yet anguiſh ſuſpended 
the power of utterance, and horror trans- 
fixed him to the hated ſpot. | 

During that ſuſpenſion of every faculty, 
his wife addreſſed him; her ſweet voice, her 
tender words, and' faded appearance, with the 
ſoft preſſure of her cold hands, when ſhe 
claſped his knees, had ealmed reſentment; 
and awakened the embers of remaining af- 
fection, and with a pitying look he exclaim- 
ed, „ Falſe, falſe Ethelinde!'“ He was irre- 
ſolute how to act, and had yilded to the voice 
of love, when the thought of Avondale but 
2 moment before receiving the like careſſes, 
extinguiſhed the tender emotion, and in hor- 
ror at her guik he was ruſhing from her, when 
he beheld her motionleſs at his. feet. 


- 


| At that eventful trying moment, he was 
» . | - r<joined by Bothwel; he had not been at 
= Baſil's cottage, for in the way he encoun- _ * 
cered es WM 
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tered Mr. Fitzaubin's ſervant, who, ignorant 
what ſhe did, and unconſcious of miſchief, 


gave him every information reſpecting the 


perſecuted Ethelinde : He had obſerved the 


girl at Fitzaubin's and with an air of indiffer- 


ence demanded if ſhe could inform him where 
Miſs Barry reſided? With much ſimplicity 


ſhe rephed, that Miſs Barry came often to 


her maſter's, but for ſome days had lived in 
the haunted Priory, with a melancholy man, 


that was her huſband, for ſhe was too good 
elſe to live with him; added, he had taken 
her away one morning before day-light, and 
for what reaſon ſhe could not tell, did not 


like to be ſeen, and would live no where 


Elſe but in the Priory.” 


Inſtantly it occurred to his diabolical heart 
that Avondale was the man, and though he 


felt an infernal exultation that he was able to- 


adduce ſuciiWoot of Ethelinde's infamy, {ill 
jealouſy gnawed his malignant foul. Io re- 
fined. affection he was a itranger, and he re- 


flected he might ſtill gratify his vile wilhes 
Th: 5 6 and 


t 
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and poſſeſs her, and in this diſpoſition, burſt- 


ing with his'imagined ſecret, he rejoined St. 


Chir, in the moment deſcribed. 

« Dea mh fiend,” cried he, in falſe 
commiſerating accents, while poor Ethelinde 
lay cold and ſpeechleſs, dear unhappy friend, 
haſt thou indeed beheld her? Bur—(and he 
aſſumed a tranſport of honeſt rage) but where 
is the villain—ſomewhere here he hides —Oh ! 


my betrayed, diſhonored friend, long they 
have held guilty commerce, and here conceal 
emf from obſervation.” 


Oy Too 1 118 it,” cried St. Clair, 
with calm yet oloomy horror in his eyes, and 
at the ſame time drawing his ſword, © too 
well I know it, even now the coward fled, 
and only leaves this victim for my avenging 
arm.” In that moment ſhe opened her ſweet . 
eyes, and knowing him, w have reclaſpt 
him in her arms, but on ſeeing his ſword at 
her breaſt, and Bothwel reſtraining the blow, 


horror held her motionleſs ; her looks were 


wild 
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wild, yet blended with ſo much innocence, 
love, and pity, that he dropped the weapon, 
and in the bitterneſs of his anguith, the long 
concealed ſecret of their marriage eſcaped | 
his lips, which adding to the frantic agony of 
his feelings, when ſhe again crept to his feet, 
he threw her beauteous frame with fury on 
the ſtones, and followed by Bothwel like 
kghtning left the ruins. 


. 
2 Z £ - = . — 
nr 3 W * 2 — — 2 E . ai; p 1 — © is. IE 
XA" be rer. - = - : D 2 — r r r 2 
R — N. eee . rr . DE ER Ly SWELL — . 
TT a ab 8s FB TERS bon a goret-pomrop © 3® FIR 


WL — — 
4 * — 
TED 5 * 9 — 
— — 2 2 - 2 
— 2 DEI — IIS er 
rr I  ARCINAIOSTCER.DIAILY OE CIEATTUE CE BE RET 
ACNE ap „ af. PER . „ * 
* R — — EET an 
2 2 * PE» LAS! 2 * 


— > Wes - 
"a As LLC he LB os 
nates, Ls nn At 8 20: FACULTY FEAR. I 
rere 


Aftoniſhment at St. Clair's conſeſſion kept 
Bothwel in filent meditation, until without 
intending it, they had wandered to the gates 
of Avondale Caſtle, and were then conducted 
to the preſence of RO St. Clair. 
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CHAP. XII. 


ORD St. Claii's marriage with Ethelinde 

had greatly depreſſed the hopes of Both- 
wel, and totally deſtroyed every idea of living 
in fafety with her in Britain, his whole de- 
pendance therefore was placed on Lady St. 
Clair, giving him a competent ſum of money 
to carry her off, and fix a reſidence ſome where 
abroad, where it could never reach the Know- 
ledge of. * er 


+ 


To 0 Akai her fey on hearing, re- 
ceiving the information is impoſſible, but af 
ter ſnè had exhauſted her fury, in tlie bittereſt 
execrations on the innocent unhappy Pair, 


the 
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ſhe apparently ſunk into a gloomy thoughtful 
calm, and after a long pauſe, demanded where 
Ethelinde then was? Bothwel informed her: 
e Then, reſumed ſhe, * to-morrow I will ſee 


her, you __ attend me, and her fate ſhall 
be decided. 15 | 


Early next morning they both repaired to 

the Priory, but Ethelinde could no where be 
| found: It may be remembered, ſhe had gone 
to Mrs. Fitzaubin's, and Lady > con- 
— her beneath i in che caverns. 


any *© 


1 am er müns - cried Lady St, Chair, 


with the horrid purpoſe glaring in her eyes, 
Jam determined—if you have ſpirit to at- 


tempt, and reſolution to perſevere, affluence 
is your's; if in a diſtant realm, what then?” 


Nothing,“ replied Bochwel, his boſom 


beating high, © nothing, diſcloſe your plea- 
ſare, I live but to-obey.” Then, replied 
ſhe, Ethelinde muſt die - periſn by our 
hands, and here be buried.” Die! Periſh! 
* repeated he, feeling as if he had 
"34 alrcady 


known to have deceived once chough,, very | 


* AVONDALE PRIORY. 211 


; already. loſt the treaſure for which,he had ab- 
jured all claim: to goodneſs, 2 and reſigned his 
ſoul to demons, © Die, Madam, die- by me? 
but ſoon reflecting. he added, cc but how? 
direct me and conceive. it done.” By 


poilps " rejoiged ſhe; "ih aalen cagernels. 


„The plan, of 3 as ſoon arranged, but 


is different in the mind of. Bothwel to the 


with and expectationſof Lady St. Clair. In- 
ſtead of poiſon, he procured from his friend, 
Mr. Drygger, a potion. of the. moſt heavy 
and dr 1 qualities, one which would ſuſ- 
pend the faculties without injury to che ſprings 
of life; and which: would. take. almoſt an in- 
ſtantaneous e effect; With this mixture, haying 

previoully ordered a poſt Chaiſe and four at a 


certain hour, and ſecured the promiſed bribe, 


he repaired with Lady St. Clair to the Priory, 


FSG in the fancied ſucceſs of his r + 
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Never. let the Aron truſſed WII 


depraved, very loſt hearts have been Bae - 
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7 


to recoil from the thought of murder; moſt 
probably the love of gold had huſhed the 
voice of conſcience in the breaſt of the moſt 
guilty Bothwel, had not a paſſion ſtill more 
prevailing, by the perpetration of the deed, 


to ſpare the life of Ethelinde, though to ren- 
der it yet more weary and bitter than it had 


troneſs. The one, he knew, never durſt 
complain, even if ſhe diſcovered him, and the 
other could reſent no more than he would, 


. 
—gvwU—᷑ ð*P— — — — — — — . — — — ——— — — N - — * — 
2% = SS | * — 9 rer . | Noe — 
——— — "SEE" + I * " 4 ow” my © ok 3 * 4 5 8 "A F — * - — > — —_ — 
— ph ry 2 — * * IX "5 * — — - — 7 2 2 — 83 2 - 2 1 ” — — 4 SF. * 
1 n —_— 2 „ r — — 1 = — = — _—_— 2 8 x — <5 8 en 8 2 A <= % 878 F —- voto » v2 3s "RW Z 
Ns = NE.” < — 1 * 0 2 * — 23 4 : 5 - 
— — — — — — — — 0 - — — — — . . — 1 — — — 
— © — — — — — >. * — — of — _ — — — 1 — ——— —— — — — — _— — — — 
— — —— — — — — —_ — — me — _— * _ — - . - — = . — PI ” . — -- — _ — 7 < > _ 
* en — —„— —— _ * 2 — LIK . 25 . — — be pays * 9 = r Y 22 — eee SE 3 - 
— — — K — " * 
— — —t 2 


Thus was the precious exiſtence of the vir- 
tuous Ethelinde preſerved from the infatiate 


Wink, 


TIL. ; 


ces that paſſed when Ethelinde ſwallowed the 
ſuppoſed poiſon, | would be tedious as unne- 
ceffary, it is therefore only requiſite to attend 
Lady St. Clair to the Caſtle of Avondale, 
Where ſhe was put to bed, in Horrors never 


been left ungratified; he therefore reſolved 


been, and alike deceive both friend and pa- 


did he know the part he had already acted. 
and furious revenge of a prone inhuman wo- 


A eden of the ſcene and circumſtan- 


£2 kiln 


re 


felt but by a ſoul, tortured by remorſe and 


crimes as her oWn. 


Her reaſon being ſoon reſtored, ſhe had a 
perfect fenſe of her dreadful condition; the 
ſands of life ran very low, conſcience with- 
drew the veil of mortal being, and trembling 
on eternity's dread brink, ſhe. viewed, the 
ſtate. prepared for guilty. ſpirits; already ſhe 


felt © the gnawing worm that never dies,” 


repentance came too late, the day of grace 
all was black deſpair, and be- 
tween the deep convulſive gaſps of parting 
nature, ſhe implored once more to ſee her 
A domeſtic was inſtantly diſ- 
patched to the Inn where Bothwel told her 
St. Clair might be found ; both his Lordſhip 


was cloſing, 


Athwold. 


and Bothwel were there, the one awaiting the 
arrival of Lord Avondale, and the other the 


hour of midnight darkneſs, to abſcond with AN 
Ethelinde, who would then awake from her 1 1 


temporary death. 
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Lady St. Clair's cruel conduct to Ethe- 
linde had greatly weakened the affection of 
her ſon, and eſtranged his heart from duty; 
he conſidered her pride and inhumanity the 
primary cauſe of all his fufferings and diſho- 
nor, and all his wife's infidelities; yet ſtill 
ſhe Was his mother, and on hearing that her 
laſt moments approached, and that ſhe de- 


+ war _ r dying pang.” aim 


CS * 


the bed of death—a domeſtic ſilently con- 
ducted him to the lonely chamber, when with 


every pallid feature was impreft⸗ 0 


* 


— — 


3 


her hand and would have raiſed it to his lips, 
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ſited to ſee him, he obeyed the ſummons, 
and with filial reverence haſtened to footh if | 


All in the Caſtle had fled with terror from 


trembling ſteps he drew near to take a laſt 
look of her who gave him being: She lay | 
fadly calm at that moment, yet Her eyes were 
rolling wild and almoſt colourteks ; ger cold 
Hande were clenched, her teeth gnafhed, and 
with the 
horrors of a tortured ſoul. He ſoftly took 


8 but 


h 


* 


AVON DALE PRIORY. 215 
but ſhe knew him, ſtarted, ſhrieked, and tore 
her own boſom with returning frenzy. 


* r 


« Be calm, my mother,” ſaid the pitying 
St. Clair, while tears of filiat duty ruſhed into 


his eyes, Oh! be calm.“ „Calm!“ req 


peated ſhe in hollow accents, and tèaring her 
hands from his kindly preſſure, calm, calm; 
who ſpeaks of ealmneſs?— Touch me not, I 
am—T am — Oh! Athwold, Athwold, thy 
mother is a murdereſs.” Be compoſed,” 
ſaid her anguiſhed ſon, © you never murdered, 


are no murdereſs, heaven viſit thee with 


peace.” Ahl you little know, reſumed 
ſhe wildly, “you little know I and Bothwel 
did a cruel deed—but ſhe is dead, and has 
forgot · it now—but can, Oh! can a God for- 
give the deed. of death? Oh! the fiendsj 
they gnaw me - leave me, torturing ſpirits, E 
will confeſs my Athwold, Oh! my Athwold 
——ÞBothwel !— Ethelinde ! — the. Priory PZ 
« Ethelinde ! the Priory!” cried St. Clair, in 
agony of thought, and all but then forgotten, 
ay, what of them?” „Within the caves, 
oh _ replied 


— 
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replied his mother, growing calm from weak- 
neſs, „within the caves thine Ethelinde lies 
cold and dead, murdered by the hand of Both- 
wel and thy mother—yet, yet, my ſon, forgive 

me, in the bitter; parting pang of death I 

pray !— and pardon Bothwel, for he is—I go 

all is dark—perdition yawns—another gaſp 
to tell, Bothwelis—s thy brother !—Athwold: 
forgive!—Mercy !—No, no—Oh!'“ That 

laſt agonized groan burſting the attenuated 

thread of life, the ſpirit fled to the preſence of 
the great Eternal, to meet its everlaſting fiat. 

The ſoul of Athwold was now become a 

chaos of diſtracting miſery : Avondale, his 

wrongs, his mother, were remembered no 
more, all were laſt in the one overwhelming 

horror of Ethelinde's deſtruction; guilty as 
he beheved her, to think her dead was mad- 

neſs, worſe than madneſs, it was the extremeſt 

point of human agony, and now had ſtruck 

his heart. <2 | 


His mother was at reſt, from her he could 
learn no more; but Bothwel was concerned, 


FP 


and 


*® G 
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and would the kind, the honeſt, ſympathizing 


Bothwel, dare —He knew her falſe—what 
then? would he preſume to arrogate a power 
—to raiſe the arm of puniſhment againſt the 
very life of - Ethelinde? No—his mother 
knew not what ſhe ſaid ; yet ſomething ter- 
rible ſhe muſt have meant, and for Gather 
information he haſtened to Bothwel, at the 
Inn, but he had left it, left it without aſſign- 
ing any cauſe, or leaving any meſſage when 
he would return. For the firſt time ſome- 
thing like a doubt of his truth ſtruck the breaſt 
of St. Clair; a confuſion of ſad and terrify - 
ing images took poſſeſſion of his mind, and 
verging on a gloomy deſperation, fixed on the 
reſolution to ſeek the corpſe of Ethelinde 
and die, with a glimmering light placed in a 


lantern, he bent his lonely ſteps towards the. 


9 
Priory. e 
F * 2291 > 
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The night was cold, dark, and ſtormy, yer: 


the ſame to St. Clair as if the heavens had; KR 


cheered him with the brilliant ſplendour, of, 
meridian day, With the ruins and chapel he: 


Vol. II. | was 
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was perfectly acquainted, but the caverns 
were unknown, had never been explored by 
him, and he had wandered near an hour, chill- 
ed by the rain and driven by the wind, when 
almoſt exhauſted by agony, and fatigue, he 
_ threw himſelf on the earth, ardently deſiring 
the power that gave him being would releaſe 
him from the weary burthen. g 


He had remained but a ſhort time in his 
proſtrate condition, when repeated ſighs and 
the murmurs of a low human voice made 
him liſten: He aroſe, looked about the ruin, 
and following the ſound, diſcovered the 


gloomy entrance to the cavern: Still deep «ti; 
ſighs echoed through ſubterranean caves. It ÞM «f 
occurred that it might be Lord Avondale, B: 
" mourning over the 5 remains of his ſtill pc 


loved Hough faithleſs Ethelinde. What a 
moment for revenge and death! Hating ex- 
iſtence, and fatally reſolved to die, he kd 
his expiring light, drew his ſword, firmly 
graf ag it Fenn deſcended My 


* HT | RF 11 
b ö 
| | v4 Yo "I © i - 2 f The . 


Baſil's cottage, where we left Ethelinde re- 


- 
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The voice was huſhed, his light emitted 
its laſt faint beam when again a deſpairing 
groan ſtruck his ear, and directed his trem- 
bling ſteps to where the inſenſible Ethelinde 
lay incircled in his unhappy ſiſter's arms; ſtill | 
attired in Lord Avondale's habiliments, ſhe 
was miſtaken for his Lordſhip, and in the 
frantic agony of the moment, an agony aug - 
mented by viewing the pale form of Ethe- 
linde, and the preſence of the ſuppoſed Avon- 
dale, had received the dagger in her boſom, | 
when looking up with innocent affection, and 
a tranſient gleam of joy, ſhe arreſted the fatal 
blow. What followed has been already par- 3 
ticularly related, and I now requeſt leave, | 
after a long abſence, to conduct the reader to | 


* 9 \ 
MPA a OE GERT IA EATEN n 8 N 2 | = hs 1 — E ” n dk _—_— 
8 eee Ve N * 2 D N WP: © 4 r n 1 
I _ K $f Wa”: E 3 Ar 0 "IA wu . p yo I 8 ++. 446,007 
on et r PULSE "dara 7 . NO TOTO . n — 
* 8 * p 22 2 "#4, Nn 2 . | n IA * nn fy 8 


poſing 1 in the care of her huſband and ſiſter.” 5 
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CHAP. XIII. 


ERY early in the morning honeſt Baſil 
returned with a phyſician, and Mr. 
Drugger, the apothecary, when the fears of 
Lord St. Clair and his ſiſter, for the life and 
intellects of Ethelinde were ſoon leſſened, the 
good Doctor declaring, that from the natural 
ſtrength of her conſtitution, neither were in 
danger, and that ſhe only required ſome me⸗ 
dicine to counteract the drowſy quality of 
what ſhe had taken, and to recompoſe her 
agitated ſpirits. Baſil, by Lord St. Clair's 
direction, had informed the Apothecary of 
the patient's ſtate, and he had brought the 
Proper repellants, which were adminiſtered 
: with the moſt happy ſucceſs; the ſtupour 
en; : 


— 7 * — 
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ſeemed to wear off, ſhe became ſenſible, and 
though extremely feebl@, ſpoke reaſonably, 
and received the endearing careſſes of her 
enraptured huſband, with a ſerene and ſmiling 


J 


When the firſt tranſports for Ethelinde's 


fafery were ſomewhat abated, recollected cir- 


cumſtances, and the infernal arts that had been 


practiſed returned upon the mind of Lord 
St. Clair, and with a ſtern dignity impreſſive 
both of awe and reverence, he demanded of 
Mr. Drugger on what grounds, and from 
what motives he had preſumed to calumniate 
the honor and conduct of that lady. Pale and 
trembling with confuſion and terror, and ſink- 
ing beneath the conſciouſneſs of premeditated 
malice and bribed villany, he replied, miſ- 


apprehenſion firſt led him into an error, and 


that afterwards at the inſtigation and by the 


perſuaſions of Mr. Bothwel, he had been 


taught to believe he was only aſſerting well 
known facts, and that relating them to his 


Lordſhip, would preſerve his honor from the 


L 3 enſnaring 
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enſnaring arts of a bad young woman: He 
then loaded his late employer with every op- 
probrious epithet, but, as it the univerſal lover 


of truth reſolved to bring his own falſhoods, 
villany and meanneſs to expoſure, in a mo- 


ment when he leaſt wiſhed, leaſt expected the 
confufion of detection, he added, Mr. Both- 
wel deſired to have the moſt deadly and 
ſpeedy poiſon, but that ſuſpecting ſome bad 
defign, he had, inſtead of it, given him a 


. harmleſs ſoporific. The falſhood of this aſ- 


ſertion being demonſtrated both by the ex- 
preſſions and in the evident intentions of Both- 
wel, his Lordſhip commanded the deceitful 
ſycophant from his preſence, ordered him 


1 never more, on pain of puniſhment, to ap- 
proach the dotnains of Avondale, and to thank. 


his contemptible character that he then eſ- 
caped without ſevere chaſtiſement; trembling 
the delinquent withdrew, and all comment on 


his bafeneſs was prevented by mY entrance _ 


* amiable Orin Fe 107 2. 
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The good natured Agnes in their way to 


the cottage, had given her every information 
in her power reſpecting Ethelinde, and the 
other viſitors; but was poſitive in nothing but 
that her dear Miſs Barry had been poiſoned 
and dead, and reſtored to life again by a Lord 
St, Clair, who had brought her 1n his arms to 
the cottage, 


Marcella's anxiety on theſe points verged | 
on miſery, but Lady Juliet ſoon quieted every 


La pins maj in a manner as conciſe and 


gratifying as poſſible, and having then intro- 
duced her noble brother, with a bluſhing face 


inquired if ſne had heard of or from Lord 
Avondale. Marcella was fo abſorbed in plea- 
ſing wonder at what ſhe heard and beheld; 


that with difficulty ſhe could return 2 reaſon- 
able anſwer, yet even from her incoherence 
Lady Juliet could learn that Mrs. Fitzaubin 


had received a letter from his Lordſhip within 


twenty miles of Avondale, and that he was 


every hour expected. This intelligence threw 


her . into ſuch a charming harmony _ 
. 4. | of 2 
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of temper, that while Ethelinde reclined fond- 
ly on the boſom of her adoring St. Clair, ſhe 
took his hand, and aſſiſted by Marcella, en- 
tered into a full explanation of every circum- 
ſtance reſpecting Ethelinde and herſelf, at 
once gratifying him and diſplaying her own 
greatneſs of mind and friendſhip, and her 
ſiſter's innocence, and unmerited ſufferings. 


All were now ſo ſerene, and even the hea- 


vineſs and langour of Ethelinde yielding to 
her preſent happineſs, and future proſpects, 
that Lord St. Clair felt a painful reluctance 
in being under the neceſſity of interrupting it, 
by relating the melancholy end of his greatly 
erring mother; he knew it would recall many 


ſad remembrances, and diffuſe a gloom thro”. 


their preſent enjoyments, yet 1t was proper 
and requiſite, and he was conſidering of the 
beſt method to diſcloſe it, when a confuſion 


-—"of voices at Baſil's door prevented the inten- 


tion, and! in a moment Lord Avondale, fol- 
lowed by a lady and gentleman in deep mourn- 


11 ing, were introduced. Lord St. Clair had no 
=—- „ 


> 
0 - 


Te 


nearly proving more fatal than had the ſe- 
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time allowed him to offer the ſtrangers a wel- 
come, for Ethelinde, forgetful of her weak- 
neſs, ſpringing from his arms, ſunk at the feet 
of the lady, and ſaying in feeble accents, “my 
mother,” fainted. It was indeed the only mo- 
ther ſhe had ever known, her kind maternal 
friend, the amiable Signora Martini. 


Lord St. Clair amazed, and trembling for 
the health of Ethelinde, could attend to no- 
thing or no one elle ; all were employed about 
the ſame object; every being 1n the cottage 
was aſſembled, yet all ſtood with the help- 
leſſneſs of terror and deſpondence, until Dr. 
Powell, who had not yet quitted the cottage, 
requeſted ſome of them might retire to give 
her more air. 7804 


Her weakened ſpirits had with lificuley : b ; 
ſuſtained the tide of pleaſure, for the few pre- 
ceding hours, and the unexpected appear 
ance of her earlieſt friend, being added to the 
reſtoration of her huſband and his love, were 


7 L 5 h veins 
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vereſt griefs, for {till ſhe remained cold, pale 
and immoveable, which alarming the Doctor, 
he reſolved, though rather dangerous in her 


enfeebled condition, to open a vein: Lord St. 
Clair had raiſed her in his arms, Lord Avon- 


dale, Lady Juliet, and the Signora were 
kneeling before her, while Marcella remained 
as if transfixed to her chair, and the gentle- 
man who had attended Signora loſt in aſto- 
niſhment, and only contributing to the gene- 
ral confuſion by his helpleſſneſs. Poor Ag 
nes, more alarmed than ever for her favo- 
rite, ſtood gazing around with wild ſtupidity, 
unable to offer the ſmalleſt aſſiftance ; only her 
mother was uſefully attentive and active; from 
the entrance of the ſtrangers ſhe ſeemed to 


have acquired an unuſal portion of good hu-" 


mour, her gloomy features relaxed into ſome - 
thing like a ſmile, and on the Doctor deſiring 
the neceflaries for bleeding Ethelinde to be 
brought, ſhe inſtantly attended with them, but 
while ſhe held the bowl and he was binding 
his parient's arm, her face aſſumed a death like 


paleneſs, the baſon fell from her ſtiffened hand 30 : 
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and with the exclamation © Oh! Chriſt!” half 
uttered, on her quivering lips, ſhe Tunk on 

the floor in a terrifying fit: Her fearful ſhrieks 

rouſed the ſenſes of the torpid Agnes, ſhe flew 

to her ſtruggling mother, and having ſum-. 
moned Baſil to her aid, removed her from 

| the chamber to her own bed. 


Meantime Ethelinde, without the aſſiſtance 
of a lancet, began to reſpire, and by the ap- 
plication of proper reſtoratives in a few mo- 
ments rejoiced her attending friends by re- 


> turning life and ſenſibility. 

r "Rp 
n Ina little time all appeared ſome what more 
* compoſed, and mutual felicitations having : BY 
2 paſſed, though in a confuſed and imperlect 3 

8 manner, Marcella, who ſtill ſeemed more agi- 

S tated than any of the party, propoſed all re- 

Jo | pairing to her brother's, as being more com- 

ut modious than the cottage, particularly as Mrs. 

8 Harrop's illneſs would totally engage the at- 

ce tention of Baſil and his wife. Every one 

nd yielding an immediate and willing acquieſ- 

nd L6 cence, 
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cence, Lord Avondale's coach and the Nee 
tor's chariot ſoon conveyed them to the hoſ- 


pitable manſion of Mr. Fitzaubin. 


It is almoſt needleſs to relate with what ſin- 
cere pleaſure Mrs. Fitzaubin enfolded Lady 
Juliet and Ethelinde in her arms, when ſhe 
congratulated them on the ſafety of Lord St. 
Clair, and the happineſs they would uninter- 
ruptedly enjoy under his protection. Like 
themſelves, ſhe was unacquainted with the 
death of Lady St. Clair, and with innocent 
exultation cried, we are now, my charming 


friends, happily ſecure, no Lady St. Clair, no 
_ falſe betraying, Bothwel can moleſt us now.” 


" 


The little ſentence recalled her melancholy 
death, to the remembrance of her ſon, it ſtill 
had to be related, nor could he ſelect a better 
moment for the purpoſe than the preſent. 


» »- £ 


ec One, indeed, will never more moleſt us, 


5 replied he to the remark, with a look fully 


exprefive of his feelings, and at the ſarne time 


8 | raking 


was your mother, and that will teach you to 


lous, a tear gliſtened in his eye, and ſcarcely 


than pain at the event, well convinced that all 
the machinations of a proud vindictive ſpirit 


. Ethelinde were the ſame, and that ſhe ſhould. 
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taking the hands of his wife and ſiſter, © and in 
reſpect to the memory of her whonow lies cold 
and dead, and never more can wrong us, the 
other's very name muſt never more be uttered; 
you, Juliet, are a daughter, and erring as hath 
been your mother's life, remember that ſhe 


pity failings which you never knew, andi im- 
pute them to the weakneſs of frail human na- 
ture; for you, my lite, my gentle Ethelinde, in 
ſoft compaſſion to an adoring huſband, you can 
forgive.” He ceaſed, his voice grew tremus 


could he endure the painful ideas which ob- 
truded. His wife, his ſiſter, caught the ten- 4 
der infection, and with emotions varied as diſ- 1 
treſſing, they mixed their tears together. = 


; 3 


Mrs, F itzaubin's family ratheg felt pleaſurd 


were over, they hoped the perſecutions of 


now enjoy her merited dignity in undiſturbed 
bappineſs and honor. in 


230 THE RUINS OF 


Mrs. Fitzaubin's dinner being announced, 

Lord Avondale would have taken his leave, 
he had not as yet been at the Caſtle, and now 
that the duties of love and friendſhip were 
diſcharged to the ſtill worſhipped Ethelinde, 
(for he had informed her the illuſtrious in- 
fants were ſafe under the moſt honorable pro- 
tection) he wiſhed to offer his reſpects to his 
parents, but Lord St. Clair entreated him to 
ſtay, ſaying he had not only to ſolicit his for- 
giveneſs for many imputed offences, but alſo 
the honor of his protection for Ethelinde, and 
his fiſter, during a ſhort but neceſſary ab- 
ſence. Duty,“ continued he, © to the me- 
moty of my father's wife, demands my at- 


Arxundle Abbey; intereſt, my Ethelinde and 


childrens' intereſt, alſo requires my preſence 


in town; and more, there is a ſecret yet un- 
= folded; which my impatient ſoul trembles to 
1 develop Theſe points once ſettled, I ſhall 


bw ber; ; bur with theſe ladies, my ſiſter, and you, 


tendance on Lady St. Clair's remains, to 


bet 5 
1 return to the faithful boſom of my Ethelinde 
and never more, even for a moment, leave 


: ? 
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my Lord, attend her where her virtues will 
for ever ſhine diſtinguiſned as the mocher, 
friend, and wife.” 
Lord Avondale ſaid all that a generous no- 
ble nature could infpire on the occaſion, ac- 
cepted the confidence repoſed in him, as an 
honor, and delicately hinted a with which 
tinged the beautiful cheek of Lady * with 
a Feb 8 . 1 1 2: 26:40 
The bai now aſſembled arid Mr. Fitz- 
aubin's table were · aſſuredly happy; the fu- 
ture promiſed to make them ſupremely ſo, 
yet ſtill a predictive gloom, a ſad preſenti» 
ment repreſſed each ſweet idea, and Lord St. 
Clair's journey was contemplated by Etliei- 
linde wich more than ſuperſtitious horror. 
She begged to attend him; he fondly diff 
ſuaded; ſhe was ſtill languid, he ſhould be 
immerſed in buſineſs, and ſeldom with her: 
Theſe conſiderations, with the tender requeſta 
of her OT of her wy friend, the age 
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nora, at length prevailed, and ſhe yielded 
compliance to their mutual united wiſhes. 
The remaining part of the day was ſpent 
in arranging future plans, when it was agreed 
that Ethelinde ſhould reſide at Mrs. Fitzau- 
bin's, under the name of Barry, until his 
Lordſhip's return, when their marriage, and 
the birth of the children ſhould be publicly 
announced to the world, It will eaſily be be- 
BM | lieved, that Lady Juliet prefered the humble 
Hhaabitation of Mrs. Fitzaubin to all the Gothic 
grandeur and unintereſting ſtate of Avondale 
Caſtle, particularly as his Lordſhip had pro- 
miſed (and ihe well knew would perform) to 
be a daily viſitor. Lady Glenroy had never 
been a favorite with Lady Juliet, and the late 
88 ungenerous advantage ſhe had taken of her 
WE mother's cruel commands, by no means im- 
Wil proved. her opinion; added to this ſeveral 
concurring; circumſtances. and ſtrange reports 
impreſſed her with but an unſavorable idea of 
5 her principles and character, yet in reſpect to 
= the * Avondale, more dear to her than 
| lie 
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life in-its moſt bewitching colours, ſhe con- 


cealed her diſlike, and when her brother and 


Lord Avondale offered to conduct her to the 
Caſtle, the latter promiſing, no Sir William 
Brandon, nor any one elſe, ſhould now pre- 
ſume to moleſt, or even approach her without 
permiſſion, the declined the invitation, ſaying, 
« ſhe could not think of leaving Ethelinde and 
her amiable friends, but ſhould ever feel a 
high gratification in teſtifying the perfect ſenſe 
ſhe fel of his Lordſhip's worth, and the many 


ſignal obligations they all owed him.“ _—_— 


Lord Avondale bowed reſpectful chankb 
for her compliment, he was too polite to be 
urgent, and little wondered at her. pe 
of a reſidence containing ſo many charms. The 
adjuſtment of theſe points cloſed the evening, 
when Lord Avondale, having promiſed to at- 
tend next morning, ſet out for the Caſtle, 
Mrs. Fitzaubin's gueſts to their reſpective 


apartments, and Lord St. Clair to the innocent 


and faithful - boſom of his beloved Ethelinde, 
22 all the ardour of his Ert regard. | 
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THE RUINS OF 


CHAP. XIV. 


EXT morntng after a flent and cheer- 
leſs repaſt at Mrs. Fitzaubin's they were 
joined by Lord Avondale, who informing 


them the hearſe containing the remains of 
Lady St. Clair, was proceeding ſlowly on the 


way to London, Lord St. Clair, amidſt a thou- 


 Jand tears and careſſes, once more bade adieu 
t 20 his Ethelinde, and in a travelling carriage. 


belonging to Lord Avondale, ſet out for the 


een 


4 


1 Defpoinding dread ſtill hung over the 
wie: of -Ethelinde, and ſhe: Prengel The 


knew not what of evil from the journey of her 
huſband. The preſence of Lady Avondale 


having 


my feelings an our ſeparation ; often! in hours 
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having diſperſed Lady Juliet's gloom, the 
fondly: tried, with the molt innocent vivacity, 
to enliven her ſiſter's ſpirits, by pourtraying 
the moſt charming images of future happi- 
neſs, when unwilling to diſturb the ſerenity 
of others, by a depreſſion and deſpondence, 
which her own reaſon could neither approve 
nor juſtify, ſhe aſſumed tranquillity, and re- 
queſted her dear Signora to relate her adven- 
tures; and the particulars of the Signor's death, 
for her friend had told her ſhe wore the fable 
attire for him. 


Willing to intereſt, and if poſſible. divert 
her thoughts, the amiable woman without the 


leaſt heſitation commenced her relation in tie 


following words. 


ce To you, my charming child, ſaid ſhe, 
addreſſing Ethelinde, who know with what 


ſolicitude and fondneſs I watched your growing 


lovelineſs and worth, and thoſe acquainted with 
your various merits, it is needleſs to deſcribe 


of 
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of langour, when lamenting the loſs of your 
dear ſociety, teproach would ariſe, but on 
looking in the pale altered countenance of 
my huſband, it would ſoften into- pity ere it 
reached my lips. 


On our arrival at Spa, I entered with ap- 
parent vivacity into chearful company, if poſ- 
ſible to divert his reflections, and engage his 
attention, but, alas! the lovely form of Ethe- 
linde was too deeply engraved on his heart, 
for ſtill he continued gloomy .and unhappy, 
till at length conſcious an improper paſſion 
was the cauſe, my patience was exhauſted, 
and every hope of his return to honor and 

duty Joſt in defpondence.” - 


Among our numerous viſitors was a 


ComptDeuxpont ; the Signor had introduced 


him a favored friend, and as ſuch ] received 
and always welcomed him, till he affected or 
felt a violent paſſion for me, and not only 
inſulted my ears with the declaration, but 
wich pity for my huſband's defection I at- 
. tempted 
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tempted no remonſtrance; his pity Idiſdained 
and his profeſſions I treated with the eaſe and 
indifference I felt. Alas! I little knew the 
ſorrow he would cauſe me when he and his 
paſſion were alike forgotten. The health of 
my huſband returned, his ſpirits revived, his 
temper became cheerful, and we again were 
happy. Deceitful-calm ! of ſhort duration was 
the illuſive peace, for ſoon he changed and 
grew more penſive, ſullen, and reſerved than 
ever; while the Compt became preſuming, 
and even importunate ; ſometimes I fancied 
my huſband had perceived his attentions and 
was jealous; for ſuch is the inconſiſtence of 
man, that we often find, however indifferent 
or regardleſs he may be, himſelf, his heart will 
revolt at a rival, and tremble at the thought 
of another's having that preference. he has. 
ceaſed to value.” 


Often I was on the CIS of Aſclofng 
the whole, and as often a. fear of involving 
him in ſome fatal diſpute reſtrained me; my 
mind was all perplexity, diltreſs and confu-: 


Gow: 


4, 


pet cx 2 po Das = 
24 — e 
5 x 


LY 


4 * > 3 —— — 
— PAS — ” 
— — AY r uv 


FF 
9 * Whos.) &/ AE 1h2gHs 


— —2 2 7 
"AS 5 — 
— — a 


—— 


reer 


--—_ 


238 TRE RUINS OF 


ſion; I fled the Compt, abjured ſociety, and 
even ſhunned my huſband : I had' then no 
friend, no Ethelinde, to ſooth me, and as my 


only ſolace uſed to ſeek out the moſt ſequeſ- 


tered walks, in the environs of Spa, and there 


my and ruminate alone.” 


« ] "was one dn contemplating my 
varied unhappineſs, thinking none more piti- 
able than myſelf, when a poor tattered object, 
ſeated on the ground, and reclining his head 
on a tree, engaged my attention; his garments 
ſearce covered him, and indeed Jpoke variety 
of wretchedneſs.. His hair hung in neglected 
diſorder, his eyes were ſunk, his lips and 
cheeks pale, and famine ſeemed to have 
marked him for its own. As I approacheda 


faint bluſh tinged his face, and concealing it 


with his hand, he would have aroſe, but weak- 
neſs preſſed him to the earth; my heart melt- 
7 with compaſſion towards him, he ſeemed 

o have known better days, and 1 longed to 


; an n calamity. : «Poor young man,” faid 


I driving nearer, - how can I relieve you?” 
5 cc « Ah! 
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c Ah! how indeed!” replied he, in an en- 
feebled voice, how indeed death only can 
do that.” Say not ſo,” cried I, deeply in- 
tereſted in his mild perſuaſive figure, and 
dropping my purſe into ſomething that might 
once have been a hat, * ſay not ſo, all within the 
power of generous commiſeration freely com- 
mand. „ am no mendicant, ſaid he, 
meekly bowing his head, but declining the 
purſe, «] am no mendicant, yet (and his 
voice grew weaker) yet could I hope ſome , if 
charitable hand would lay me decently in duſts, ") 
and bear this loved reſemblance of a murdered i 
angel,” taking from his boſom a female's por- 
trait of exquiſite beauty, © bear it to a ſiſter, 
all would be at reſt.” | 
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Aﬀected even to tears, I prayed him to 
oblige me, and accept the purſe, and if he 
would. confer yet deeper obligation on a : 
ſtranger, intereſted in his welfare, call on me 
when his ſpirits were more compoſed. 4 115 
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-« Generous lady!“ exclaimed he, atrempt- 


ing to riſe, © pride itſelf might accept a boon 


from benevolence like your's, yet not feel 
humbled ; I accept your bounty with grati- 
tude, and will wait upon you.” 


Giving him my addreſs, we then parted, 
and I haſtened home, where I found the Sig- 
nor and Compt together; methought they 
appeared confuſed on my entrance; my hut- 
band demanded how long I had been return- 


ed, and on my replying only that moment, he 


interchanged a look with the Count, to my 


unſuſpecting mind indefinable. Next morn- 


ing the intereſting ſtranger was introduced, 


he appeared attired by the hand of frugal 


neatneſs itſelf, and having expreſſed a grati- 


tude the little ſervice I rendered him poorly | 
deſerved, entreated I would accept him as a 
domeſtic, until he could hear from a friend in 


England, when he might be enabled to diſ- 
charge that ſmall part of his vaſt debt money 
could repay. Though perfectly convinced 


from. his manners that his rank had been far 
| ſuperior 


— 
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„ 


ſuperior to ſervitude, I accepted his offer, as 
well to ſoften the mortifying idea of depend- | 2 
ance, as to protect him in future from the mi- 
ſeries of want. „ { 


His. figure was extremely prepoſſeſſing, 
and, like myſelf, he had a taſte for muſic, 
which ſoon engaged the notice of my huſband, 
while I on a nearer acquaintance diſcovered 
he poſſeſſed every amiable quality, though 
much obſcured by a heavy melancholy that 
ſeemed unconquerable. Often I longed ro 
hear the train of circumftances which had re» 
duced him to the condition I found him in, 
but as the requeſt of a ſuperior ſavours muck 
of a command, and fearful of awakening pain- 1 


ful remembrances, I repreſſed the wiſh : One 


morning, however, that he was wanted toan- 
ſwer ſome complimentary cards, I unexpe&- 
edly opened the door of an apartment where 
he was ſeated; he ſeemed buried in ſad re- 
flection, tears rolled ſilently down his cheeks, 
and while one hand ſupported his head, with | 
the other he preſſed the portrait before men- 
„„ tioned 


- T3 
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tioned to his lips. Pained at reviewing him 
in ſuch a condition, a moment I ſtood irre- 
ſolute, whether to retreat or advance, but he 
ſoon relieved me; for, replacing the picture 


in his boſom, he aroſe from his chair, and 


coming forward, requeſted to know my plca- 
ſure. 


ce Beauvaiſe,” faid I, Ipoking wiſhſully at 
him, © my pleaſure would he to fee you more 
happy. That I have hot, Madam, ex- 


plained how impoſſible that. is, replied he, 


* has proceeded from a wilh to ſpare your 
ſenſibility, yet I can delay no longer to juſtify 
the cauſe of my affliction, and acquit my- 


; 146 ſelf of an apparent want of confidence to a 
lady who has ſo honored me with her notice, 
and preſerved me by her bounty.” | 
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